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Canticle of Zechariah (Benedictus)

Luke 1:68-79

B

lessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;
he has come to his people and set them free.

He has raised up for us a mighty savior,
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old
that he would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship him without fear,
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet
of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
to give his people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
to shine on those who dwell in darkness
and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen.
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November
Melody S. Gee

E

very year, Advent arrives, and I am at a loss for how to
spend four weeks waiting. I know what I am waiting
for—the incarnation of God, the world broken open with a
new promise, the glorious Christmas music at Mass. But
like the writer Sue Monk Kidd, I struggle against my suspicion that waiting is “a huge procrastination, an anachronism, a nice idea, maybe, but something misplaced in the
fast-paced, demanding world of today.”
I see it in my children who want to be older now. I see it
in myself wanting things done already. We are socialized
against waiting, yet when November 27 arrives, the dark
and the chill already driving us in to wait out the cold,
we must somehow learn to know the difference between
waiting with attention and vigilance and simply waiting
for Christmas.
Since my attention doesn’t improve with the flip of a
calendar page, the month of November is as good a time
as any to wait. To not begin the Christmas season and
renounce waiting altogether. To not hide from winter and
live only for summer or feast days or certainties. To not
make Ordinary Time unbearable.
The etymology of the word helps. Wait comes from the
Anglo-French for to watch and to watch over. Waiting itself
is a form of action. It is not nothing to watch over children
or to watch a sunrise, to behold something without acting
upon it. The writer Oliver Burkeman maintains, “We’re
made so uneasy by the experience of allowing reality to
5
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 nfold at its own speed that when we’re faced with a probu
lem, it feels better to race toward resolution—any resolution, really, so long as we can tell ourselves we’re ‘dealing
with’ that situation . . .”
To wait is to allow something to happen. How many
times during Jesus’ ministry does he call for a radical kind
of allowing? Let the children come to me. Let us feast at
the wedding. Let us eat in the houses of sinners. Let the
brother have the fatted calf. Let healing happen on the
Sabbath. Let us ask for what we want.
Remembering that the Holy Family fled to Egypt helps,
too. The birth of Jesus was followed by more darkness,
more waiting. And while in hiding, powerless over their
safety, Mary and Joseph got on with living and raising
Jesus, whose life calls ours to be both quiet and clarion.
He plunges himself into ministry and then he retreats into
solitude. We too are called to both work and wait—each in
service of the other, each holy.
I am encouraged by Katherine May’s description of a
wintering tree: “Its ripe cones and nuts are providing
essential food in this scarce time for mice and squirrels,
and its bark is hosting hibernating insects and providing a
source of nourishment for hungry deer. It is far from dead.
It is in fact the life and soul of the wood. It’s just getting on
with it quietly.”
November may be our time for quiet work that nourishes and shelters—a time that is never really hidden from
God or from our own enriched and healed souls.
Melody S. Gee is a freelance writer and editor living in St. Louis,
Missouri.

Teach Us to Pray
Praying to Be Holy
Fr. James Martin
On the face of it, the request seems arrogant: Please make me
holy! It reminds me of a scene in the Robert Graves novel
I, Claudius, where the dying mother of the Roman emperor
says to him, “Make me a goddess!”
We’re not called to be gods or goddesses, but we are indeed
called to be holy. In the book of Leviticus, God says, “Be holy,
as I am holy.” Jesus tells his disciples to be “perfect” as our
heavenly Father is perfect. More recently, St. Teresa of Calcutta reminded us that holiness is not reserved for just a few
but is everyone’s “duty.” Indeed, the Second Vatican Council
proclaims the “universal call to holiness.” Convinced yet?
Still, holiness is something that God does with us, or in
us. In the end, any conversion that happens is God’s work.
But we must first desire it. We must open the door to God’s
activity within us. Can we be open to God’s call to be more
loving, more compassionate, and more concerned with the
needs of others? Can we be open to the need for change—
moving away from selfishness, complaining, and bitterness?
The desire for holiness is the start of a life of holiness.
This doesn’t mean that we become cookie-cutter versions of
one or another saint. As Thomas Merton said, “For me, to be
a saint means to be myself.” Our holiness will fulfill, not eradicate, our personalities. Nor will we become gods or goddesses!
Rather, we will become more fully ourselves: human, and still
flawed, but closer to the people God desires us to become.
James Martin is a Jesuit priest, editor at America magazine, and
author of many books, including Learning to Pray: A Guide for
Everyone and In All Seasons, For All Reasons.
7

Prayer for All Saints
God of our ancestors who set their hearts on you,
of those who fell asleep in peace,
and of those who won the martyrs’ violent crown:
we are surrounded by these witnesses as by clouds of
fragrant incense.
In this age we would be counted in this communion of all
the saints;
keep us always in their good and blessed company.
In their midst we make every prayer through Christ who is
our Lord forever and ever.
Amen.
—Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers

•
This brief prayer—redolent with Scripture and rich religious
images and allusions—is a small part of a long tradition of
piety and liturgical observation.
In 609, Pope Boniface IV dedicated the old Roman Pantheon as a Christian Church under the patronage of the
Virgin Mary and the Martyrs. The temple that had been for
all gods was now for one God, under the protection of all the
saints. Scholars see that dedication as the deep background
of the feast. In the mid-eighth century, Pope Gregory III
established November 1 as a day dedicated to the saints.
There rests a profound spiritual truth behind the liturgical
observance, a deep spiritual conviction that the Church is
more than historical reality instantiated in the here and now.
To profess our faith in the communion of saints is to voice
our belief in the full—which is to say, catholic/universal—
8
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communion of those baptized in Christ, both present and
past. This “Prayer for All Saints” uses two biblical images to
express this sense of universality: “the great cloud of witnesses” (from Hebrews 12:1) and the image of prayer rising
like clouds on incense (Revelation 8:4, echoing the image in
Psalm 141:2).
There is a beautiful moment during the Liturgy of the Eucharist in which the congregation is asked to join the heavenly
chorus of angels and saints in a song of praise: “Holy, Holy,
Holy Lord God of hosts . . .” It is a powerful reminder that
we join with the totality of the Body of Christ in our worship.
That totality can also be called “all saints.” Under the penumbra of the whole heavenly court, the earthly community recreates, relives, remembers the saving acts of Jesus in every
liturgical act—and we will do so until the End, when everything is summed up in what St. Augustine calls “the Whole
Christ.” We live in history, but we tend toward eternity.
A final note. In the eleventh century, the monks at Cluny
in France began to observe November 2 as the feast of All
Souls, a complement to All Saints. By the thirteenth century,
this also became a universal feast in the Church. It then became commonplace to distinguish the celestial church in
heaven from the militant church on earth and the suffering
church in purgatory. That tripartite distinction in Christian
art is common, but this feast is a salient reminder that we are
but one community—“good and blessed company” indeed.
Lawrence Cunningham
Lawrence Cunningham writes from the University of Notre Dame.

10 Prayers and Blessings

All Saints and All Souls
We thank you, God our Father,
for this great company of witnesses
surrounding us with their unseen presence.
To Christ their gaze is turned.
May our eyes also be fixed on him
with whom we will one day be united
with all the saints,
for ever and ever. Amen.
—Proclaiming All Your Wonders

•
The Homecoming
The spirit, newly freed from earth,
is all amazed at the surprise
of her belonging: suddenly
as native to eternity
to see herself, to realize
the heritage that lets her be
at home where all this glory lies.
By naught foretold could she have guessed
such welcome home: the robe, the ring,
music and endless banqueting,
these people hers; this place of rest
known, as of long remembering
herself a child of God and pressed
with warm endearments to His breast.
—Jessica Powers

Prayers and Blessings 11

Prayer for Deceased Veterans
O God,
by whose mercy the faithful departed find rest,
look kindly on your departed veterans who gave their
lives in the service of their country.
Grant that through the passion, death, and resurrection
of your Son
they may share in the joy of your heavenly kingdom
and rejoice in you with your saints forever.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
—United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

•
To Christ the King
With sincere praises
let us celebrate with uprightness
the sovereign Christ.
He is the sacred price
for the teaching that gives life:
let us all sing together of him.
Let us be the true retinue
of the almighty Son.
Choirs of peace,
scions of Christ,
people of wisdom,
let us all celebrate together
the God of peace.
—Clement of Alexandria (Second Century)

12 Prayers and Blessings

Prayer at a Family Celebration or Reunion
Lord Jesus Christ,
you are the presence of God on earth
and the revelation of his love.
You welcomed all people who came to you
and joined in the festivities of their meals.
Be with us and bless our family gathering
with your presence.
Keep us always in your love
and grant us the joy of celebrating
the mystery of your love in each other.
Bless our time together
(and make us thankful for the food we share).
Accept our prayer, Jesus.
You live and reign forever and ever. Amen.
—Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers

•
Thanksgiving Meal Prayer
Glory and praise to you, Lord,
for giving us a desirable, good, and ample land;
for making a covenant with us
in your Son, Jesus;
and for granting us life, grace, mercy, and food
in every season.
Bless this festive meal
and this time to enjoy it,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
—Fr. Michael Kwatera, OSB, and Br. Dietrich Reinhart, OSB

Prayers and Blessings 13

Advent Wreath Blessing
Today we begin to prepare,
through prayer and works of charity,
for the coming of the Lord at Christmas.
Let us ask God’s blessing
upon this wreath that we will use
to mark the days until the Lord’s coming.
A pause for silent prayer . . .
Father of all creation and Lord of light,
bless our wreath of evergreens and candles.
Come into our homes and hearts this Advent,
as we await, with prayer and charity,
the coming of your Son.
May our hearts reflect the lights of these candles,
that Christmas will find us joyfully ready
to receive the Savior, Jesus Christ,
your Light to all the world. Amen.
—Deacon Jay Cormier, The Advent Wreath: Blessings and Prayers
for Families and Households

•
Advent Prayer
Lord God,
you promised your Son, Emmanuel, to humankind,
so that you could be with us.
Help us to await his coming with constancy,
and may your Church announce to the world
that you are God-with-us,
for ever and ever. Amen.
—Proclaiming All Your Wonders

Prayer at Night
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
Examination of Conscience
Briefly consider your day: What did I do well? What could
I have done better? Whom did I offend? Whom did I help
or encourage?
Pray the Act of Contrition or another prayer of sorrow and
promise of amendment.
Psalm 91:1-2, 5-6, 10-11
You who dwell in the Most High’s hidden place,
and abide in the shade of the Almighty,
say to the Lord, “My refuge,
my stronghold, my God in whom I trust!”
You will not fear the terror of the night,
nor the arrow that flies by day,
nor the plague that prowls in the darkness,
nor the scourge that lays waste at noon.
Upon you no evil shall fall,
no plague approach your tent.
For you has God commanded the angels
to keep you in all your ways.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
1 Thessalonians 5:16-19, 23-24
ejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you
in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit.
May the God of peace himself make you perfectly holy
and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved

R
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Prayer at Night

15

blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one
who calls you is faithful, and he will also accomplish it.
Antiphon
Protect us, Lord, while we are awake and safeguard us
while we sleep, that we may keep watch with Christ and
rest in peace.
Canticle of Simeon
Lord, now let your servant go in peace;
your word has been fulfilled:
my own eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared in the sight of every people:
a light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father . . .
Marian Antiphon (or another Marian hymn, pp. 352–53)
Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy,
Our life, our sweetness, and our hope.
To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve;
To thee we send up our sighs,
mourning and weeping in this valley of tears.
Turn then, most gracious advocate,
thine eyes of mercy toward us;
and after this our exile,
show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.
Blessing
May God grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end.
May the divine assistance be always with us and with all
our loved ones. Amen.
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Tuesday, November 1

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 87
Founded by God on the holy mountain,
the Lord loves the gates of Zion,
more than all the dwellings of Jacob.
Of you are told glorious things,
you, O city of God!
“Rahab and Babylon I will count
among those who know me;
Of Tyre, Philistia, Ethiopia, it is told,
‘There was this one born.’
But of Zion it shall be said,
‘Each one was born in her.’ ”

God, the Most High, will establish her.
In the register of peoples the Lord writes,
“Here was this one born.”
The singers cry out in chorus,
“All my wellsprings are in you.”
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Exodus 19:3-6
oses went up to the mountain of God. Then the Lord
called to him from the mountain, saying: This is what
you will say to the house of Jacob; tell the Israelites: You

M

Paradise (detail) by Giusto de’ Menabuoi, 1376–78, Padua Baptistery.
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have seen how I treated the Egyptians and how I bore you
up on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now, if you
obey me completely and keep my covenant, you will be my
treasured possession among all peoples, though all the earth
is mine. You will be to me a kingdom of priests, a holy nation. That is what you must tell the Israelites.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving be to our
God forever and ever.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Holy God, you are the praise of all the saints. We acclaim
the wonders you have worked through those who cling to
you, and we pray: r. God of the living, hear our prayer.
Strengthen your Church to be a sign of hope as we seek
to witness God’s reign in which the poor, the hungry,
and the most vulnerable come first. r.
Guide Pope Francis, bishops, and all Church leaders in
their collaboration with the faithful for the Synod. r.
Give wisdom and courage to those who are discerning
a vocation. r.
Our Father . . .
May the fire of the Holy Spirit inflame us and move us
into God, through Jesus our brother. Amen.
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Mass
All Saints, Solemnity
Entrance Antiphon
Let us all rejoice in the Lord, / as we celebrate the feast
day in honor of all the Saints, / at whose festival the
Angels rejoice / and praise the Son of God.
Gloria (p. 319)
Collect
Almighty ever-living God,
by whose gift we venerate in one celebration
the merits of all the Saints,
bestow on us, we pray,
through the prayers of so many intercessors,
an abundance of the reconciliation with you
for which we earnestly long.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
7:2-4, 9-14
A reading from the Book of Revelation
I had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count,
from every nation, race, people, and tongue.
, John, saw another angel come up from the East, holding
the seal of the living God. He cried out in a loud voice to
the four angels who were given power to damage the land
and the sea, “Do not damage the land or the sea or the trees
until we put the seal on the foreheads of the servants of our
God.” I heard the number of those who had been marked
with the seal, one hundred and forty-four thousand marked
from every tribe of the children of Israel.

I

20 November 1

After this I had a vision of a great multitude, which no
one could count, from every nation, race, people, and
tongue. They stood before the throne and before the Lamb,
wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their
hands. They cried out in a loud voice: / “Salvation comes
from our God, who is seated on the throne, / and from the
Lamb.” / All the angels stood around the throne and around
the elders and the four living creatures. They prostrated
themselves before the throne, worshiped God, and exclaimed: / “Amen. Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving, / honor, power, and might / be to our God forever
and ever. Amen.” / Then one of the elders spoke up and said
to me, “Who are these wearing white robes, and where did
they come from?” I said to him, “My lord, you are the one
who knows.” He said to me, “These are the ones who have
survived the time of great distress; they have washed their
robes and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb.”
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6
r. (see 6) Lord, this is the people that longs to see your
face.
The Lord’s are the earth and its fullness;
the world and those who dwell in it.
For he founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers. r.
Who can ascend the mountain of the Lord?
or who may stand in his holy place?
One whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean,
who desires not what is vain. r.
He shall receive a blessing from the Lord,
a reward from God his savior.
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Such is the race that seeks him,
that seeks the face of the God of Jacob. r.
3:1-3
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John
We shall see God as he is.
eloved: See what love the Father has bestowed on us
that we may be called the children of God. Yet so we
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did
not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what
we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do know that
when it is revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him
as he is. Everyone who has this hope based on him makes
himself pure, as he is pure.
The word of the Lord.

B

Gospel Acclamation
Matthew 11:28
Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
and I will give you rest, says the Lord.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
5:1-12a

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.

W

hen Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain,
and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him.
He began to teach them, saying: / “Blessed are the poor in
spirit, / for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. / Blessed are
they who mourn, / for they will be comforted. / Blessed are
the meek, / for they will inherit the land. / Blessed are they
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, / for they will be
satisfied. / Blessed are the merciful, / for they will be shown
mercy. / Blessed are the clean of heart, / for they will see
God. / Blessed are the peacemakers, / for they will be called
children of God. / Blessed are they who are persecuted for

22 November 1

the sake of righteousness, / for theirs is the Kingdom of
heaven. / Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you / and utter every kind of evil against you falsely
because of me. / Rejoice and be glad, / for your reward will
be great in heaven.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Creed (p. 320)
Prayer over the Offerings
May these offerings we bring in honor of all the Saints
be pleasing to you, O Lord,
and grant that, just as we believe the Saints
to be already assured of immortality,
so we may experience their concern for our salvation.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Matthew 5:8-10
Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God. /
Blessed are the peacemakers, / for they shall be called
children of God. / Blessed are they who are persecuted
for the sake of righteousness, / for theirs is the Kingdom
of Heaven.
Prayer after Communion
As we adore you, O God, who alone are holy
and wonderful in all your Saints,
we implore your grace,
so that, coming to perfect holiness in the fullness of
your love,
we may pass from this pilgrim table
to the banquet of our heavenly homeland.
Through Christ our Lord.
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Reflection
To Become a Saint
There can be no doubt, no compromise, in my decision to be
completely faithful to God’s will and truth, and hence I must
seek always and in everything to act for His will and in His
truth, and thus to seek with His grace to be “a saint.”
There must be no doubt, no compromise in my efforts to
avoid falsifying this work of truth by considering too much
what others approve of and regard as “holy.” In a word, it may
happen (or may not) that what God demands of me may
make me look less perfect to others, and that it may rob me
of their support, their affection, their respect. To become a
saint therefore may mean the anguish of looking like, and in
a real sense “being,” a sinner, an outcast. It may mean apparent conflict with certain standards that may be wrongly
understood by me or by others or by all of us.
The thing is to cling to God’s will and truth in their purity
and try to be sincere and to act in all things out of genuine
love, in so far as I can.
Thomas Merton, A Year with Thomas Merton
Thomas Merton (1915–1968) was a Trappist monk of the Abbey of
Gethsemani. He is widely esteemed as a writer and spiritual master.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
Psalm 111:1-6, 9-10
Alleluia!

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

I will thank the Lord with all my heart,
in the meeting of the just and the assembly.
Great are the works of the Lord,
to be pondered by all who delight in them.
Majestic and glorious your work;
your righteousness stands firm forever.
You have made a memorial of your wonders.
You, O Lord, are gracious and merciful.
You give food to those who revere you;
you are mindful of your covenant forever.
You have shown mighty works to your people
by giving them the heritage of nations.
You have sent redemption to your people,
and established your covenant forever.
Holy your name, to be feared.
Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
understanding marks all who live by it.
Your praise endures forever!
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Ephesians 4:1-6
, then, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to live in a manner worthy of the call you have received, with all humility
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and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another
through love, striving to preserve the unity of the spirit
through the bond of peace: one body and one Spirit, as you
were also called to the one hope of your call; one Lord, one
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over
all and through all and in all.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
We shall be like Christ, for we shall see him as he is.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
Gracious and merciful God, in Jesus you have established
your covenant forever. In faith we pray: r. Redeeming
God, hear our prayer.
Help us to center our lives on your overflowing love as
revealed in Jesus and all of creation. r.
Prosper efforts to peacefully settle rising tensions that
threaten peace and security throughout the world. r.
Bring all the faithful departed into the company of
the saints, and let them behold the light of your
face forever. r.
Our Father . . .
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in
believing, so we may abound in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Wednesday, November 2

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 130
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord;
Lord, hear my voice!
O let your ears be attentive
to the sound of my pleadings.

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?
But with you is found forgiveness,
that you may be revered.
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits.
I hope in God’s word.
My soul is waiting for the Lord,
more than sentinels for daybreak.
More than sentinels for daybreak,
let Israel wait for the Lord.
For with the Lord there is loving mercy,
in God is plentiful redemption.
It is the Lord who will redeem Israel
from all its iniquities.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Wisdom 1:12-15
o not court death by your erring way of life, / nor draw
to yourselves destruction by the works of your hands.
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/ Because God did not make death, / nor does he rejoice in
the destruction of the living. / For he fashioned all things
that they might have being, / and the creatures of the world
are wholesome; / There is not a destructive drug among
them / nor any domain of Hades on earth, / For righteousness is undying.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the
living.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Forgiving God, in you is plentiful redemption.
In confidence we pray: r. God, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.
You are forever just: rescue those who suffer abuse,
exploitation, or neglect. r.
You are forever righteous: lead all people to find their
wellsprings in you. r.
You are forever true: transform your Church by the
renewal of our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. r.
Our Father . . .
May we prefer nothing to the love of Christ, and may he
bring us together to everlasting life. Amen.

28 November 2

Mass
The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed
(All Souls’ Day)*
* Other options for readings are possible.

Entrance Antiphon

Cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:14;
1 Corinthians 15:22

Just as Jesus died and has risen again, / so through Jesus
God will bring with him / those who have fallen asleep; /
and as in Adam all die, / so also in Christ will all be
brought to life.
Collect
Listen kindly to our prayers, O Lord,
and, as our faith in your Son,
raised from the dead, is deepened,
so may our hope of resurrection for your departed
servants
also find new strength.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
3:1-9
A reading from the Book of Wisdom
As sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.
he souls of the just are in the hand of God, / and no
torment shall touch them. / They seemed, in the view
of the foolish, to be dead; / and their passing away was
thought an affliction / and their going forth from us, utter
destruction. / But they are in peace. / For if before men,
indeed they be punished, / yet is their hope full of immortality; / chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, /
because God tried them / and found them worthy of him-
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self. / As gold in the furnace, he proved them, / and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. / In the time of
their visitation they shall shine, / and shall dart about as
sparks through stubble; / they shall judge nations and rule
over peoples, / and the Lord shall be their King forever. /
Those who trust in him shall understand truth, / and the
faithful shall abide with him in love: / because grace and
mercy are with his holy ones, / and his care is with his elect.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6
.
(1)
The
Lord
is
my
shepherd;
there
is
nothing
I shall
r
want. or: r. Though I walk in the valley of darkness,
I fear no evil, for you are with me.
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
beside restful waters he leads me;
he refreshes my soul. r.
He guides me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk in the dark valley
I fear no evil; for you are at my side
with your rod and your staff
that give me courage. r.
You spread the table before me
in the sight of my foes;
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows. r.
Only goodness and kindness follow me
all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
for years to come. r.

30 November 2

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans
5:5-11 (alt. Rom 6:3-9)

B

Justified by his Blood, we will be saved
through Christ from the wrath.

rothers and sisters: Hope does not disappoint, because
the love of God has been poured out into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. For
Christ, while we were still helpless, died at the appointed
time for the ungodly. Indeed, only with difficulty does one
die for a just person, though perhaps for a good person one
might even find courage to die. But God proves his love for
us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us. How
much more then, since we are now justified by his Blood,
will we be saved through him from the wrath. Indeed, if,
while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through
the death of his Son, how much more, once reconciled, will
we be saved by his life. Not only that, but we also boast of
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have
now received reconciliation.
The word of the Lord.
Gospel Acclamation
Cf. John 6:40
This is the will of my Father, says the Lord,
that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may
have eternal life,
and I shall raise him on the last day.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 6:37-40
Everyone who believes in the Son will have eternal life
and I shall raise him up on the last day.
esus said to the crowds: “Everything that the Father
gives me will come to me, and I will not reject anyone
who comes to me, because I came down from heaven not
to do my own will but the will of the one who sent me. And
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this is the will of the one who sent me, that I should not lose
anything of what he gave me, but that I should raise it on
the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that everyone
who sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life,
and I shall raise him on the last day.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Prayer over the Offerings
Look favorably on our offerings, O Lord,
so that your departed servants
may be taken up into glory with your Son,
in whose great mystery of love we are all united.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Communion Antiphon
Cf. John 11:25-26
I am the Resurrection and the Life, says the Lord. /
Whoever believes in me, even though he dies, will live, /
and everyone who lives and believes in me will not die for
ever.
Prayer after Communion
Grant we pray, O Lord, that your departed servants,
for whom we have celebrated this paschal Sacrament,
may pass over to a dwelling place of light and peace.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
Sparks Through Stubble
We think of them today: Grandparents. Parents. Siblings.
Spouses. Children. Heroes. Teachers. Friends. The famous.
The unknown. We hold in our hearts those who have gone
before us into the dark valley.
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Some losses scar us more deeply and more personally than
others. I mourn the young mother who died giving birth to
her daughter. The beloved twenty-year-old’s death from a
drug overdose. The friend’s child whose cancer won the war.
The gay man, rejected by his family, taken by AIDS. Everyone
has their own tragedies. We’ve felt, as the book of Wisdom
says, “their going forth from us, utter destruction.”
Every year on All Souls, I remember touring the Cathedral
of Our Lady of the Angels in Los Angeles. The walls are alight
with tapestries portraying saints, the revered and recognizable
souls to whom we look for inspiration and intercession. But
alongside them are depictions of regular folks, meant to remind us of the everyday saints who walked, and walk, among
us anonymously. I remember feeling thunderstruck by the
sudden understanding that the communion of saints includes
the loved ones we mourn, those who have gone forth from
us, leaving us to work through that utter destruction. Every
person honored today is one with that holy communion.
This thought comforts me. I sense the spirits of my departed ones as they “dart about as sparks through stubble”:
not gone, but present, transformed, reimagined in God’s love.
God gave them to us. With grace, we give them back. With
mercy, we’ll rise together on the last day.
Valerie Schultz
Valerie Schultz is a freelance writer and essayist. She is author of
the award-winning book Overdue: A Dewey Decimal System of
Grace and the recently released A Hill of Beans: The Grace of
Everyday Troubles.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
Psalm 116:1-9
I love the Lord who has heard
my voice, my appeal;
For God has turned an ear to me
whenever I call.

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

They surrounded me, the snares of death;
the anguish of Sheol has found me;
anguish and sorrow I found.
I called on the name of the Lord:
“Deliver my soul, O Lord!”
How gracious is the Lord, and righteous;
our God has compassion.
The Lord protects the simple;
I was brought low, and was saved.
Turn back, my soul, to your rest,
for the Lord has been good to you,
God has kept my soul from death,
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.
I will walk in the presence of the Lord
in the land of the living.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
1 Corinthians 15:51-55
ehold, I tell you a mystery. We shall not all fall asleep,
but we will all be changed, in an instant, in the blink of
an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the
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dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
For that which is corruptible must clothe itself with incorruptibility, and that which is mortal must clothe itself with
immortality. And when this which is corruptible clothes
itself with incorruptibility and this which is mortal clothes
itself with immortality, then the word that is written shall
come about: / “Death is swallowed up in victory. / Where,
O death, is your victory? / Where, O death, is your sting?”
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)

Antiphon
Thanks be to God who gives us victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
Compassionate God, you are just in every way and loving
in every deed. In faith we pray: r. Teach us wisdom,
O God.
Awaken us to the needs of the disadvantaged
and lonely. r.
Deepen our appreciation and gratitude for those who
have encouraged and loved us. r.
Turn our hearts from selfish ambition, and help us to
work for justice and the common good. r.
Our Father . . .
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy
of God, rest in peace. Amen.

35

Thursday, November 3

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 25:1-7
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
In you, O my God, I have trusted;
let me not be put to shame;
let not my enemies exult over me.
Let none who hope in you be put to shame;
but shamed are those who wantonly break faith.
O Lord, make me know your ways.
Teach me your paths.
Guide me in your truth, and teach me;
for you are the God of my salvation.
I have hoped in you all day long.
Remember your compassion, O Lord,
and your gracious love,
for they are from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth,
nor my transgressions.
In your gracious love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord.
Glory to the Father . . .

Scripture
Wisdom 11:22-26a
ndeed, before you the whole universe is like a grain from
a balance, / or a drop of morning dew come down upon
the earth.
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But you have mercy on all, because you can do all things;
/ and you overlook sins for the sake of repentance. / For you
love all things that are / and loathe nothing that you have
made; / for you would not fashion what you hate. / How
could a thing remain, unless you willed it; / or be preserved,
had it not been called forth by you? / But you spare all
things, because they are yours, / O Ruler and Lover of souls.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
There will be rejoicing among the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Ruler and lover of souls, you spare all things because they
are yours. In faith we pray: r. God, in your goodness,
receive our prayer.
Shower your grace and healing upon those who
suffer shame. r.
Thwart the plots of those who seek power or wealth at the
expense of others. r.
Inspire creative ways for people to come together and
address climate change. r.
Our Father . . .
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive our sin, and
bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

Thursday 37

Blessed Among Us
Léon Bloy

Novelist (1846–1917)
To his friends, the novelist Léon Bloy was a prophet, a “pilgrim of the Absolute,” a man on fire with zeal for the justice
and love of God. To his critics he was a man blinded from
staring too long at the sun. In any case, he played a key role
in stimulating the extraordinary revival of French Catholic
literature in the early twentieth century.
Bloy’s life was marked by affliction. Sales of his books were
dismal, and two of his children died in infancy. Still, Bloy was
driven by an unshakable sense of vocation—not just as a
writer but as a witness to the beatitude of poverty and the
spiritual value of suffering. The mystical dignity of the poor
as ambassadors of God was one of the principal themes of his
novels. The other side of Bloy’s pathos was a capacity for holy
rage over the materialism and injustice of bourgeois civilization, and he erupted in prophetic wrath when he detected such
values in the Church. For the sins of the world, especially injustice and anti-Semitism, he predicted a coming cataclysm.
He received little recognition from the Church, while in
the literary world he was dismissed as a Catholic fanatic. Yet
he inspired the faith of many artists and thinkers, including
the converts Jacques and Raissa Maritain, for whom he served
as godfather.
In melancholy over the First World War, he died on November 3, 1917.
“One does not enter into Paradise tomorrow, nor in ten years; one
enters it today when one is poor and crucified.” —Léon Bloy
The “Blessed Among Us” features each month are written by
Robert Ellsberg, author of All Saints.
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Mass

Thursday of the Thirty-First Week in Ordinary Time
[St. Martin de Porres, opt. memorial]

Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Psalm 38 (37):22-23
Forsake me not, O Lord, my God; / be not far from me! /
Make haste and come to my help, / O Lord, my strong
salvation!
Collect
Almighty and merciful God,
by whose gift your faithful offer you
right and praiseworthy service,
grant, we pray,
that we may hasten without stumbling
to receive the things you have promised.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the
Philippians
3:3-8a
But whatever gains I had,
I even consider as a loss, because of Christ.
rothers and sisters: We are the circumcision, we who
worship through the Spirit of God, who boast in Christ
Jesus and do not put our confidence in flesh, although I
myself have grounds for confidence even in the flesh.
If anyone else thinks he can be confident in flesh, all
the more can I. Circumcised on the eighth day, of the race
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrew
parentage, in observance of the law a Pharisee, in zeal I
persecuted the Church, in righteousness based on the law
I was blameless.
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But whatever gains I had, these I have come to consider
a loss because of Christ. More than that, I even consider
everything as a loss because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7
r. (3b) Let hearts rejoice who search for the Lord.
or: r. Alleluia.
Sing to him, sing his praise,
proclaim all his wondrous deeds.
Glory in his holy name;
rejoice, O hearts that seek the Lord! r.
Look to the Lord in his strength;
seek to serve him constantly.
Recall the wondrous deeds that he has wrought,
his portents, and the judgments he has uttered. r.
You descendants of Abraham, his servants,
sons of Jacob, his chosen ones!
He, the Lord, is our God;
throughout the earth his judgments prevail. r.
Gospel Acclamation
Matthew 11:28
Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
and I will give you rest, says the Lord.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 15:1-10
There will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents.
he tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to
listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees and scribes began to
complain, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with
them.” So Jesus addressed this parable to them. “What man
among you having a hundred sheep and losing one of them
would not leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go after
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the lost one until he finds it? And when he does find it, he
sets it on his shoulders with great joy and, upon his arrival
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors and says
to them, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost
sheep.’ I tell you, in just the same way there will be more joy
in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
righteous people who have no need of repentance.
“Or what woman having ten coins and losing one would
not light a lamp and sweep the house, searching carefully
until she finds it? And when she does find it, she calls together her friends and neighbors and says to them, ‘Rejoice
with me because I have found the coin that I lost.’ In just
the same way, I tell you, there will be rejoicing among the
angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Prayer over the Offerings
May these sacrificial offerings, O Lord,
become for you a pure oblation,
and for us a holy outpouring of your mercy.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Cf. Psalm 16 (15):11
You will show me the path of life, / the fullness of joy in
your presence, O Lord.
Or:
John 6:58
Just as the living Father sent me / and I have life because
of the Father, / so whoever feeds on me / shall have life
because of me, says the Lord.
Prayer after Communion
May the working of your power, O Lord,
increase in us, we pray,
so that, renewed by these heavenly Sacraments,
we may be prepared by your gift

Thursday 41

for receiving what they promise.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
Not Discouraged by Darkness
Now, how long did the shepherd search for the sheep? Until
it got dark? No. Until he found it. How long is that? Just until
he found it. Time is not in it, is it? . . .
What does this say to us about God? Doesn’t it say to us
that God in his relationship to us is not bound by time or
circumstances? Suppose the shepherd had not found the
sheep when the darkness of night descended, and the shepherd said, “Well, the darkness has overcome the light and I
must go home. I have a lot of business.” Are we dealing with
that kind of a shepherd—one who lets darkness discourage
him? Aren’t we dealing with a shepherd who is not thwarted
by the darkness of the night, nor the darkness of the grave?
This is what the resurrection is trying to say to us—that the
grave is not the final answer. The grave has been swallowed
up in victory, death has lost its sting.
Clarence Jordan, The Substance of Faith and Other Cotton Patch
Sermons
Clarence Jordan (1912–1969), a farmer and New Testament Greek
scholar, was the founder of Koinonia Farm, a small but influential
religious community in southwest Georgia. He was instrumental in
founding Habitat for Humanity.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 67
May God be gracious and bless us.
Let your face shed its light upon us.
So will your ways be known upon earth
and all nations learn your salvation.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.

Let the nations be glad and shout for joy,
with uprightness you rule the peoples;
you guide the nations on earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
The earth has yielded its fruit
for God, our God, has blessed us.
May God still give us his blessing,
and be revered to all the ends of the earth.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Romans 3:21-26
]ow the righteousness of God has been manifested
apart from the law, though testified to by the law and
the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction;
all have sinned and are deprived of the glory of God. They
are justified freely by his grace through the redemption in
Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as an expiation, through
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faith, by his blood, to prove his righteousness because of
the forgiveness of sins previously committed, through the
forbearance of God—to prove his righteousness in the
present time, that he might be righteous and justify the one
who has faith in Jesus.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
I consider everything as loss because of the supreme good
of knowing Christ Jesus.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
God of every grace and blessing, you gather us together
in Christ Jesus. United in him we pray: r. Saving God,
make known your ways upon the earth.
Help us to end all wars and to stop the production and
proliferation of weapons of war. r.
Direct the minds and hearts of all people toward
protection of the unborn and care for every child. r.
Unite people of faith in efforts to safeguard and cultivate
the resources of the earth. r.
Our Father . . .
May God be gracious to us, bless us, and lead us along the
path of life, through Jesus our light. Amen.
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Friday, November 4

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
Psalm 149
Alleluia!

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Sing a new song to the Lord,
high praise in the assembly of the faithful.
Let Israel rejoice in its Maker;
let Zion’s children exult in their King.
Let them praise God’s name with dancing,
and make music with timbrel and lyre.
For the Lord takes delight in the people,
and adorns the poor with salvation.
Let the faithful rejoice in glory,
shout with joy on their couches.
Let the praise of God be in their mouths
and a two-edged sword in their hands,
To deal out vengeance to the nations
and punishment upon the peoples;
to bind their rulers in chains
and their nobles in fetters of iron;
to carry out the judgment decreed.
This is an honor for all God’s faithful.
Alleluia!
Glory to the Father . . .
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Scripture
Sirach 7:18-21
o not barter a friend for money, / or a true brother for
the gold of Ophir. / Do not reject a sensible wife; / a
gracious wife is more precious than pearls. / Do not mistreat
a servant who works faithfully, / or laborers who devote
themselves to their task. / Love wise servants as yourself; /
do not refuse them freedom.
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Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
The master commended the steward for acting prudently.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Faithful God, you adorn the poor with salvation and fill
your disciples with zeal for the Gospel. In company with
St. Charles Borromeo we pray: r. God, in your love,
hear our prayer.
Animate bishops, pastors, and spiritual leaders by the
spirit of Christ. r.
Inspire catechists, teachers, seminarians, and deacons to
instruct with compassion and charity. r.
Prosper efforts to ensure just wages and safe conditions
for workers and employers. r.
Our Father . . .
May God bless us with peace and give success to the work
of our hands and hearts, through Jesus our master
teacher. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
Raissa Maritain

Poet and Contemplative (1883–1960)
The life of Raissa Maritain was inextricably intertwined with
that of her husband, Jacques, the renowned Catholic philosopher. Born in Russia to Orthodox Jewish parents, Raissa had
immigrated to France as a girl and enrolled at the Sorbonne
at sixteen. There she met Jacques Maritain when he solicited
her signature on a petition against repression in Tsarist
Russia. Soon inseparable, they were married in 1904. Apart
from their love of art, poetry, and social justice, they shared
a passion for truth. They pledged together to seek the meaning of life—a quest that eventually led them, in part through
their friendship with Léon Bloy, to Catholicism.
Both Raissa and Jacques conceived of their lives in religious terms. Though they took vows as oblates of St. Benedict,
they believed they were called to live out their faith in the
midst of their intellectual and artistic circles. Their salon was
the center of an extraordinary Catholic intellectual revival.
Though she published several volumes of poetry, Raissa
tended to remain in the background. After her death on November 4, 1960, and the discovery of her journals, Jacques
realized the depth of spirituality that had remained hidden
even from him. Her journals reflected an intense life of prayer
and her understanding of her vocation as a contemplative “on
the roads of the world.” She wrote: “I have the feeling that what
is asked of us is to live in the whirlwind . . . to pray incessantly . . . in fact to let ourselves pitch and toss in the waves
of the divine will till the day when it will say, ‘That’s enough.’ ”
“If God does not call one to solitude, one must love God in the
multitude, make him known there and make him loved.”
—Raissa Maritain
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Mass

St. Charles Borromeo, Memorial
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Ezekiel 34:11, 23-24
I will look after my sheep, says the Lord, / and I will
appoint a shepherd to pasture them, / and I, the Lord,
will be their God.
Or:
Cf. Luke 12:42
This is the steward, faithful and prudent, / whom the
Lord set over his household / to give them their allowance
of food at the proper time.
Collect
Preserve in the midst of your people,
we ask, O Lord, the spirit with which you filled
the Bishop Saint Charles Borromeo,
that your Church may be constantly renewed
and, by conforming herself to the likeness of Christ,
may show his face to the world.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the
Philippians
3:17–4:1
We await a savior who will change our lowly body
to conform with his glorified Body.
oin with others in being imitators of me, brothers and
sisters, and observe those who thus conduct themselves
according to the model you have in us. For many, as I have
often told you and now tell you even in tears, conduct themselves as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction. Their God is their stomach; their glory is in their
“shame.” Their minds are occupied with earthly things. But
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our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we also await a
savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will change our lowly body
to conform with his glorified Body by the power that enables
him also to bring all things into subjection to himself.
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and
long for, my joy and crown, in this way stand firm in the
Lord, beloved.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5
r. (1) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
I rejoiced because they said to me,
“We will go up to the house of the Lord.”
And now we have set foot
within your gates, O Jerusalem. r.
Jerusalem, built as a city
with compact unity.
To it the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord. r.
According to the decree for Israel,
to give thanks to the name of the Lord.
In it are set up judgment seats,
seats for the house of David. r.
Gospel Acclamation
Whoever keeps the word of Christ,
the love of God is truly perfected in him.

1 John 2:5

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 16:1-8
For the children of this world are more prudent in dealing
with their own generation than are the children of light.
esus said to his disciples, “A rich man had a steward
who was reported to him for squandering his property.
He summoned him and said, ‘What is this I hear about you?
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Prepare a full account of your stewardship, because you can
no longer be my steward.’ The steward said to himself, ‘What
shall I do, now that my master is taking the position of
steward away from me? I am not strong enough to dig and
I am ashamed to beg. I know what I shall do so that, when
I am removed from the stewardship, they may welcome me
into their homes.’ He called in his master’s debtors one by
one. To the first he said, ‘How much do you owe my master?’
He replied, ‘One hundred measures of olive oil.’ He said to
him, ‘Here is your promissory note. Sit down and quickly
write one for fifty.’ Then to another he said, ‘And you, how
much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘One hundred measures of
wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Here is your promissory note; write
one for eighty.’ And the master commended that dishonest
steward for acting prudently. For the children of this world
are more prudent in dealing with their own generation than
the children of light.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Prayer over the Offerings
Look, O Lord, upon the offering placed on your altar
in commemoration of Saint Charles,
and grant by the power of this sacrifice
that, as you made him an attentive pastor,
outstanding in the merit of his virtues,
so you may make us abound in good fruit by our works.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Cf. John 15:16
It was not you who chose me, says the Lord, / but I who
chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, / fruit
that will last.
Or:
Cf. Luke 12:36-37
Blessed is that servant, whom his lord finds awake / when
he comes and knocks at the gate.

50 November 4

Prayer after Communion
May the sacred mysteries of which we have partaken,
O Lord, we pray, give us that determination
which made Saint Charles faithful in ministry
and fervent in charity.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
Check Yourself
What motivates your actions? This question is difficult to
answer because we rarely say, think, or do something on
account of a singular reason. Often our motives are mixed,
such as when we do something that can assist others but also
makes us feel better or garners for us some acclaim or
appreciation.
How we live usually reflects where we place our trust and
find our main motivation, and in this the Scriptures encourage us to examine our priorities. Take today’s readings as
examples. St. Paul exhorts the community at Philippi to
evaluate what motivates them. He challenges them to consider their primary allegiance: Is it the worldly way of thinking or divine wisdom? Their personal interests or that of the
Gospel? Their social standing or their standing in heaven?
Likewise, in the Gospel parable, the “dishonest steward”
is motivated principally by fear of losing his job. Jesus seems
to acknowledge the incompatibility of these two ways of being
in the world, one driven by fear and the other by the Gospel.
When we examine our actions and attitudes, what do we find
at the heart of them? Earthly prudence inspired by fear or
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divine wisdom grounded in the Gospel? It is the latter that
assures us we belong to the “children of light.”
Fr. Daniel P. Horan
Daniel P. Horan, OFM, is the Director of the Center for Spirituality
and professor of philosophy, religious studies, and theology at Saint
Mary’s College in Notre Dame, Indiana. He the author of several
books, including Reading, Praying, Living Pope Francis’s Rejoice
and Be Glad.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 125
Those who put their trust in the Lord
are like Mount Zion, that cannot be shaken,
that stands forever.
Jerusalem! The mountains surround her;
so the Lord surrounds this people,
both now and forever.
For the scepter of the wicked shall not rest
over the land of the righteous,
for fear that the hands of the righteous
should turn to evil.
Do good, Lord, to those who are good,
to the upright of heart;
but those who turn to crooked ways
the Lord will drive away with the wicked!
On Israel, peace!
Glory to the Father . . .

Scripture
Hebrews 11:8-10
y faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out
to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; he
went out, not knowing where he was to go. By faith he sojourned in the promised land as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs of the same promise;
for he was looking forward to the city with foundations,
whose architect and maker is God.

B

Friday 53

Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)

Antiphon
Our citizenship is in heaven.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
Righteous God, you draw us together in love and make us
one in Jesus. In hope we pray: r. O God, make haste to
help us.
Inspire and equip us for just and sustainable use of
industry, commerce, and technology. r.
Rescue orphans of war or disaster. r.
Rid our hearts of violence and vengeance, and help us to
address hatred and prejudice. r.
Our Father . . .
May God endow us with the gifts of the Spirit, that we
may bring to fulfillment Jesus’ reign of peace and justice
for all of creation. Amen.
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Saturday, November 5

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 46:2-4, 9-12
God is for us a refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in time of distress:
so we shall not fear though the earth should rock,
though the mountains quake to the heart of the sea;
even though its waters rage and foam,
even though the mountains be shaken by its tumult.
The Lord of hosts is with us:
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Come and behold the works of the Lord,
the awesome deeds God has done on the earth.
God puts an end to wars over all the earth;
breaking bows, snapping spears, and burning shields
with fire:
“Be still and know that I am God,
exalted over nations, exalted over earth!”
The Lord of hosts is with us:
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Proverbs 11:24-28
ne person is lavish yet grows still richer; / another is too
sparing, yet is the poorer. / Whoever confers benefits
will be amply enriched, / and whoever refreshes others will
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be refreshed. / Whoever hoards grain, the people curse, / but
blessings are on the head of one who distributes it! / Those
who seek the good seek favor, / but those who pursue evil
will have evil come upon them. / Those who trust in their
riches will fall, / but like green leaves the just will flourish.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Make friends for yourselves with the use of this world’s
goods.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Friend of the poor, you are close to all who call to you in
need. In faith we pray: r. God of salvation, hear us.
Send your ready help to those who suffer the effects of
severe weather, natural disaster, or environmental
catastrophe. r.
Help us to advance education for young people about the
lure of drugs and alcohol, and strengthen all who are in
recovery for substance abuse. r.
Further efforts to secure equitable and sustainable
distribution and use of the world’s resources. r.
Our Father . . .
May God lead us along the path of life and give joy to our
hearts, through Jesus, the Son of Justice. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
Blessed Bernard Lichtenberg
Priest and Confessor (1875–1943)

In November 1938 the Kristallnacht pogrom in Germany
offered the world a brazen display of the Nazi persecution of
the Jews. Many Church officials turned a blind eye, but not
Bernard Lichtenberg, provost of St. Hedwig’s Cathedral. He
condemned the attack and from then on regularly prayed
publicly for the Jews and other victims of persecution. He
later denounced the Nazi policy of “euthanasia.” In a letter to
the Chief Physician of the state he wrote, “As a human being,
a Christian, a priest, and a German, I demand of you that
you answer for the crimes that have been perpetrated at your
bidding, and with your consent, and which will call forth the
vengeance of the Lord on the heads of the German people.”
In October 1941 the Gestapo raided his home. There, they
found a sermon he had planned to deliver, denouncing the
Reich Minister of Propaganda’s claim that anyone greeting a
Jew on the street was guilty of treason. He had intended to
remind his flock of Christ’s commandment, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.”
Lichtenberg was arrested and served two years in Tegel
Prison. When the Gestapo offered to free him if he would
refrain from preaching, he asked instead to be deported to
Poland with the Jews. He was remanded to Dachau concentration camp but fell ill and died in transit on November 5,
1943. He was beatified in 1996.
“Outside, the Temple is burning, and this too is a house of
God. . . . The Jews are my brothers and sisters, also created
with an immortal soul by God!”
—Blessed Bernard Lichtenberg
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Mass
Saturday of the Thirty-First Week in Ordinary Time
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Psalm 38 (37):22-23
Forsake me not, O Lord, my God; / be not far from me! /
Make haste and come to my help, / O Lord, my strong
salvation!
Collect
Almighty and merciful God,
by whose gift your faithful offer you
right and praiseworthy service,
grant, we pray,
that we may hasten without stumbling
to receive the things you have promised.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the
Philippians
4:10-19
I have the strength for everything through him
who empowers me.
rothers and sisters: I rejoice greatly in the Lord that
now at last you revived your concern for me. You were,
of course, concerned about me but lacked an opportunity.
Not that I say this because of need, for I have learned, in
whatever situation I find myself, to be self-sufficient. I know
indeed how to live in humble circumstances; I know also
how to live with abundance. In every circumstance and in
all things I have learned the secret of being well fed and of
going hungry, of living in abundance and of being in need.
I have the strength for everything through him who empowers me. Still, it was kind of you to share in my distress.
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You Philippians indeed know that at the beginning of
the Gospel, when I left Macedonia, not a single church
shared with me in an account of giving and receiving, except
you alone. For even when I was at Thessalonica you sent me
something for my needs, not only once but more than once.
It is not that I am eager for the gift; rather, I am eager for
the profit that accrues to your account. I have received full
payment and I abound. I am very well supplied because of
what I received from you through Epaphroditus, “a fragrant
aroma,” an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. My God
will fully supply whatever you need, in accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
112:1b-2, 5-6, 8a and 9
.
(1b)
Blessed
the
man
who
fears
the
Lord.
r
or: r. Alleluia.
Blessed the man who fears the Lord,
who greatly delights in his commands.
His posterity shall be mighty upon the earth;
the upright generation shall be blessed. r.
Well for the man who is gracious and lends,
who conducts his affairs with justice;
He shall never be moved;
the just one shall be in everlasting remembrance. r.
His heart is steadfast; he shall not fear.
Lavishly he gives to the poor;
his generosity shall endure forever;
his horn shall be exalted in glory. r.
Gospel Acclamation
2 Corinthians 8:9
Jesus Christ became poor although he was rich,
so that by his poverty you might become rich.
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 16:9-15
If, therefore, you are not trustworthy with dishonest wealth,
who will trust you with true wealth?
esus said to his disciples: “I tell you, make friends for
yourselves with dishonest wealth, so that when it fails,
you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. The person
who is trustworthy in very small matters is also trustworthy
in great ones; and the person who is dishonest in very small
matters is also dishonest in great ones. If, therefore, you are
not trustworthy with dishonest wealth, who will trust you
with true wealth? If you are not trustworthy with what belongs to another, who will give you what is yours? No servant can serve two masters. He will either hate one and love
the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and mammon.”
The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all these things
and sneered at him. And he said to them, “You justify yourselves in the sight of others, but God knows your hearts;
for what is of human esteem is an abomination in the sight
of God.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
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Prayer over the Offerings
May these sacrificial offerings, O Lord,
become for you a pure oblation,
and for us a holy outpouring of your mercy.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Cf. Psalm 16 (15):11
You will show me the path of life, / the fullness of joy in
your presence, O Lord.
Or:
John 6:58
Just as the living Father sent me / and I have life because
of the Father, / so whoever feeds on me / shall have life
because of me, says the Lord.

60 November 5

Prayer after Communion
May the working of your power, O Lord,
increase in us, we pray,
so that, renewed by these heavenly Sacraments,
we may be prepared by your gift
for receiving what they promise.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
Deep, Burning Charity
[The Father said: My] providence has ordained and provided
in all things with great wisdom. I have given because I am
rich and I was and am able to give, and my wealth is infinite.
Everything was made by me, and without me nothing can
exist. Therefore, if it is beauty you want, I am beauty. If you
want goodness, I am goodness, for I am supremely good. I am
wisdom. I am kind; I am compassionate; I am the just and
merciful God. I am generous, not miserly. I give to those who
ask of me, open to those who knock in truth, and answer
those who call out to me. I am not ungrateful but grateful
and mindful to reward those who will toil for me, for the
glory and praise of my name. I am joyful, and I keep the soul
who clothes herself in my will in supreme joy. I am that supreme providence who never betrays my servants’ hope in
me in soul or body [cf. Rom 10:12].
How can people see me feeding and nurturing the worm
within the dry wood, pasturing the brute beasts, nourishing
the fish in the sea, all the animals on the earth and the birds
in the air, commanding the sun to shine on the plants and
the dew to fertilize the soil, and not believe that I nourish
them as well, my creatures made in my image and likeness?
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As a matter of fact, all this is done by my goodness to serve
them. No matter where they turn, spiritually and materially
they will find nothing but my deep burning charity and the
greatest, gentle, true, perfect providence. But they do not see
it, because they have let go of the light and do not let themselves see. This is why they are scandalized and hold back in
their charity for their neighbors. . . .
These wretches who in their lack of trust hold back their
hearts and hands from charity for their neighbors have never
read the teaching given by the Word my Truth, because they
are not following in his footsteps. They become insupportable
even to themselves. And from this trusting in themselves
rather than in me comes every evil.
St. Catherine of Siena, The Dialogue
Catherine of Siena (1347–1380) was a mystic and Dominican
tertiary who counseled popes and rulers. Her call to service came
when she heard Christ tell her to “walk on two feet”: love of him
and of neighbor. She is known for her many spiritual writings and
is a Doctor of the Church.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 40:12-15b, 17-18
You, O Lord, will not withhold your compassion from me.
Your loving kindness and your faithfulness will always
guard me.
For I am beset with evils
too many to be counted.
My iniquities have overtaken me,
till I can see no more.
They are more than the hairs of my head,
and my heart is sinking.
Be pleased, O Lord, to rescue me;
Lord, make haste to help me.
O let there be shame and confusion
on those who seek my life.
O let there be rejoicing and gladness
for all who seek you.
Let them ever say, “The Lord is great,”
who long for your salvation.
Wretched and poor though I am,
the Lord is mindful of me.
You are my rescuer, my help;
O my God, do not delay.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
2 Corinthians 6:4b-10
]n everything we commend ourselves as ministers of God,
through much endurance, in afflictions, hardships, con-
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straints, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, vigils, fasts;
by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, in a holy spirit,
in unfeigned love, in truthful speech, in the power of God;
with weapons of righteousness at the right and at the left;
through glory and dishonor, insult and praise. We are
treated as deceivers and yet are truthful; as unrecognized
and yet acknowledged; as dying and behold we live; as
chastised and yet not put to death; as sorrowful yet always
rejoicing; as poor yet enriching many; as having nothing
and yet possessing all things.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
I have the strength for everything through him who
empowers me.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
God of mercy and love, you are the source of our strength.
In faith we pray: r. God, in your loving-kindness, hear
our prayer.
Heal infants and children who suffer because of COVID
or other illnesses. r.
Strengthen your Church’s support of those who seek you
through the single vocation. r.
Comfort all who mourn the death of a family member or
loved one. r.
Our Father . . .
May God protect us from all harm and fill our hearts
with peace, through Jesus our brother. Amen.
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Sunday, November 6

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 112:1b-9
Blessed are those who fear the Lord,
who take great delight in God’s commands.
Their descendants shall be powerful on earth;
the generation of the upright will be blest.
Riches and wealth are in their houses;
their righteousness stands firm forever.
A light rises in the darkness for the upright;
they are generous, loving and righteous.

It goes well for those who deal generously and lend,
who conduct their affairs with justice.
They will never be moved;
forever shall the righteous be remembered.
They have no fear of evil news;
with a firm heart, they trust in the Lord.
With steadfast hearts they will not fear;
they will see the downfall of their foes.
Openhanded, they give to the poor;
their righteousness stands firm forever.
Their might shall be exalted in glory.
Glory to the Father . . .

Image of Edessa by Uliana Khrekhovets.
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Scripture
2 Maccabees 7:20-23
ost admirable and worthy of everlasting remembrance
was the mother who, seeing her seven sons perish in
a single day, bore it courageously because of her hope in the
Lord. Filled with a noble spirit . . . , she exhorted each of
them in the language of their ancestors with these words:
“I do not know how you came to be in my womb; it was not
I who gave you breath and life. . . . Therefore, since it is
the Creator of the universe who shaped the beginning of
humankind and brought about the origin of everything, he,
in his mercy, will give you back both breath and life, because
you now disregard yourselves for the sake of his law.”
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Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
God is not God of the dead, but of the living.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Just God, you strengthen your faithful and guard us
from every evil. In faith we pray: r. God of all grace,
hear our prayer.
Imbue Pope Francis and all who preach your Word with
wisdom in teaching and goodness of life. r.
Advance the work of ecumenism so Christians may one
day gather together at the table of the Lord. r.
Deepen the practices of prayer, contemplation, good
humor, and holy leisure in all the baptized. r.
Our Father . . .
May the peace of Christ, crucified and risen, reign in our
hearts now and forever. Amen.
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Mass
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Psalm 88 (87):3
Let my prayer come into your presence. / Incline your ear
to my cry for help, O Lord.
Gloria (p. 319)
Collect
Almighty and merciful God,
graciously keep from us all adversity,
so that, unhindered in mind and body alike,
we may pursue in freedom of heart
the things that are yours.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
A reading from the second Book of Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14
The King of the world will raise us up to live again forever.
t happened that seven brothers with their mother were
arrested and tortured with whips and scourges by the
king, to force them to eat pork in violation of God’s law.
One of the brothers, speaking for the others, said: “What
do you expect to achieve by questioning us? We are ready
to die rather than transgress the laws of our ancestors.”
At the point of death he said: “You accursed fiend, you
are depriving us of this present life, but the King of the
world will raise us up to live again forever. It is for his laws
that we are dying.”
After him the third suffered their cruel sport. He put out
his tongue at once when told to do so, and bravely held out
his hands, as he spoke these noble words: “It was from
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Heaven that I received these; for the sake of his laws I disdain them; from him I hope to receive them again.” Even
the king and his attendants marveled at the young man’s
courage, because he regarded his sufferings as nothing.
After he had died, they tortured and maltreated the
fourth brother in the same way. When he was near death,
he said, “It is my choice to die at the hands of men with the
hope God gives of being raised up by him; but for you, there
will be no resurrection to life.”
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
17:1, 5-6, 8, 15
r. (15b) Lord, when your glory appears, my joy will be
full.
Hear, O Lord, a just suit;
attend to my outcry;
hearken to my prayer from lips without deceit. r.
My steps have been steadfast in your paths,
my feet have not faltered.
I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God;
incline your ear to me; hear my word. r.
Keep me as the apple of your eye,
hide me in the shadow of your wings.
But I in justice shall behold your face;
on waking I shall be content in your presence. r.
A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to the
Thessalonians
2:16–3:5
May the Lord encourage your hearts and
strengthen them in every good deed and word.
rothers and sisters: May our Lord Jesus Christ himself
and God our Father, who has loved us and given us
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everlasting encouragement and good hope through his
grace, encourage your hearts and strengthen them in every
good deed and word.
Finally, brothers and sisters, pray for us, so that the word
of the Lord may speed forward and be glorified, as it did
among you, and that we may be delivered from perverse
and wicked people, for not all have faith. But the Lord is
faithful; he will strengthen you and guard you from the evil
one. We are confident of you in the Lord that what we instruct you, you are doing and will continue to do. May the
Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the endurance of Christ.
The word of the Lord.
Gospel Acclamation
Revelation 1:5a, 6b
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead;
to him be glory and power, forever and ever.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
20:27-38 (Shorter Form [ ], 20:27, 34-38)

[S

He is not God of the dead, but of the living.

ome Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection, came forward] and put this question to Jesus,
saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us, If someone’s brother
dies leaving a wife but no child, his brother must take the
wife and raise up descendants for his brother. Now there
were seven brothers; the first married a woman but died
childless. Then the second and the third married her, and
likewise all the seven died childless. Finally the woman also
died. Now at the resurrection whose wife will that woman
be? For all seven had been married to her.” [Jesus said to
them, “The children of this age marry and remarry; but
those who are deemed worthy to attain to the coming age
and to the resurrection of the dead neither marry nor are
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given in marriage. They can no longer die, for they are like
angels; and they are the children of God because they are
the ones who will rise. That the dead will rise even Moses
made known in the passage about the bush, when he called
out ‘Lord,’ the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob; and he is not God of the dead, but of the
living, for to him all are alive.”]
The Gospel of the Lord.
Creed (p. 320)
Prayer over the Offerings
Look with favor, we pray, O Lord,
upon the sacrificial gifts offered here,
that, celebrating in mystery the Passion of your Son,
we may honor it with loving devotion.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Cf. Psalm 23 (22):1-2
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. /
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me
repose, / near restful waters he leads me.
Or:
Cf. Luke 24:35
The disciples recognized the Lord Jesus in the breaking of
bread.
Prayer after Communion
Nourished by this sacred gift, O Lord,
we give you thanks and beseech your mercy,
that, by the pouring forth of your Spirit,
the grace of integrity may endure
in those your heavenly power has entered.
Through Christ our Lord.
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Reflection
A Priceless Answer
Over the past year, I’ve been a guest on several different podcasts. Every time, the interviewers assured me I could just
relax and enjoy myself, that they wouldn’t be lobbing any
“gotcha” questions my way. All they wanted, they said, was
to find out what I thought.
Clearly, none of these guys were Sadducees. The group of
scribes who posed their $64 question to Jesus—which of the
seven brothers would this woman have to marry once everyone had died?—did not remotely care which brother it was.
Theirs was not an honest question, arising from a genuine
desire to know what Jesus thought. The Sadducees were
famous for not believing in the resurrection of the dead, so
why would they be concerned about a dead woman and her
many dead husbands? Obviously, this was a “gotcha” question, intended to make Jesus look like a fool. The implication
was: your theory about eternal life is WAY too complicated.
Look at all the troublesome family ties that would have to be
factored in. Come on!
But Jesus was not one to be trapped by crafty legalists. You
may be very smart, he said, but what happens after death is
something beyond your ability to comprehend. Our life in
God is a beautiful, mysterious thing; trying to explain it in
strictly human terms is impossible. So back off, you who
would try to trick me. Before the world began, I was.
Gotcha.
Paula Huston
Paula Huston is a longtime Camaldolese Benedictine oblate and the
author of two novels, seven works of spiritual nonfiction, and one
history. Her most recent book is The Hermits of Big Sur. For more
information, please visit her website: www.paulahuston.com.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 63:2-9
O God, you are my God; at dawn I seek you;
for you my soul is thirsting.
For you my flesh is pining,
like a dry, weary land without water.
I have come before you in the holy place,
to behold your strength and your glory.
Your faithful love is better than life;
my lips will speak your praise.
I will bless you all my life;
in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet;
with joyful lips, my mouth shall praise you.

When I remember you upon my bed,
I muse on you through the watches of the night.
For you have been my strength;
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.
My soul clings fast to you;
your right hand upholds me.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
1 Corinthians 15:16-20
]f the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised,
and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is vain; you
are still in your sins. Then those who have fallen asleep in
Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped in
Christ, we are the most pitiable people of all.

I

Sunday

73

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
May God encourage our hearts and strengthen us for
every good deed and word.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
God of day and darkness, you forever lavish your love upon
us. In trust we pray: r. God, in your justice, save us.
Help us to end practices of oppression, torture, and
disregard for the poor. r.
Prosper safe and just immigration policies that reflect the
Gospel of Jesus. r.
Advance dialogue and understanding among people of
varying political views and religious beliefs. r.
Our Father . . .
May God strengthen us for the work of justice and peace
in the dailiness of our lives, through Jesus and by the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

November 6–12
Thirty-Second Week in Ordinary Time

Within the Word
Angelic Legacy
There is within the human spirit an indomitable will to live—
not only our earthly life but also beyond it. Few share the
perspective of the artist Andy Warhol: “I never understood
why when you died, you didn’t just vanish. . . . I always
thought I’d like my own tombstone to be blank. No epitaph,
and no name.”
Most people want to be remembered for having made a
difference in the world during their earthly sojourn. Sometimes we muse about what we would want on our tombstone.
For what do we most want to be remembered? For people in
Jesus’ day, it was important to leave their mark in the world
through the children they left behind. Some, like the
Sadducees, did not believe in any other form of life beyond
the grave.
The notion of resurrected life only began to emerge some
two hundred years before Jesus. Ideas varied about what it
would be like. In Sunday’s reading from Maccabees, we see
the belief that only the just would be raised, not the wicked.
In other texts, we find the notion that both would be raised,
the former for eternal reward, the latter for everlasting punishment (Matt 25:46).
Knowing that the Sadducees did not believe in life after
death, the question they pose to Jesus in Sunday’s gospel
seems preposterous. As usual, they are antagonistic toward
Jesus, and their question is meant to show that his belief in
resurrection is at odds with the law of Moses. They cite the
74
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levirate law (Deut 25:5-6), whose intent was to ensure that a
man’s name not be blotted out of Israel. Instead, the Sadducees frame the question in terms of the men’s possession of
the woman in the afterlife.
Jesus’ response undoes their misperceptions by affirming
that there will be no patriarchal marital arrangements in the
afterlife. There will be no need to ensure one’s legacy through
the children one leaves behind. Rather, one continues to live
as God’s child, no longer haunted by the shadow of death.
Using their own exegetical tools, Jesus shows the Sadducees
that Moses himself can be read as affirming that life continues
beyond the grave. We can hear as well, in Jesus’ response,
God’s desire for an end to any abuse of women. As beloved
daughters of God, they are no longer passed on from man
to man.
Feeding our curiosity about what resurrected life will be
like, Jesus drops one small hint: “they are like angels,” or heavenly messengers (angelos in Greek means “messenger”). In
Luke’s gospel, angels appear at the most critical moments.
Their function is to interpret puzzling and disturbing events
through divine eyes. Angelic life, as Luke portrays it, consists
in being a messenger of hope in the most awful of circumstances. It is the refusal already in this life to allow evil to
triumph. It is, as Maya Angelou wrote of the “dreams and the
hopes of the slave” in her poem “Still I Rise”: “You may shoot
me with your words / You may cut me with your eyes / You
may kill me with your hatefulness / But still, like air, I’ll rise.”
—Sr. Barbara Reid, adapted from Abiding Word
Barbara Reid, OP, is president of Catholic Theological Union in
Chicago, where she is also the Carroll Stuhlmueller, CP,
Distinguished Professor of New Testament Studies. The author of
numerous books, she is general editor of the Wisdom Commentary
series and coauthor of the Luke volume.
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Monday, November 7

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 71:1-6, 15
In you, O Lord, I take refuge;
let me never be put to shame.
In your righteousness, rescue me, free me;
incline your ear to me and save me.

Be my rock, my constant refuge,
a mighty stronghold to save me,
for you are my rock, my stronghold.
My God, free me from the hand of the wicked,
from the grip of the unjust, of the oppressor.
It is you, O Lord, who are my hope,
my trust, O Lord, from my youth.
On you I have leaned from my birth;
it was you who took me from my mother’s womb.
At all times I give you praise.
My mouth will tell of your righteousness,
and all the day long of your salvation,
though I can never tell it all.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Exodus 18:19b-21a, 22
ethro said to Moses:] “Act as the people’s representative
before God, and bring their disputes to God. Enlighten
them in regard to the statutes and instructions, showing
them how they are to conduct themselves and what they
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are to do. But you should also look among all the people
for able and God-fearing men, trustworthy men who hate
dishonest gain. Let these render decisions for the people in
all routine cases. Every important case they should refer to
you, but every lesser case they can settle themselves. Lighten
your burden by letting them bear it with you!”
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Ministers of God must be blameless, hospitable, and holy.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Gracious God, you are wisdom for all who put their hope
and trust in you. In faith we pray: r. God, lead your
people in the path of truth and love.
For lay volunteers, youth ministers, and missionaries,
we pray: r.
For judges, policy makers, and leaders of nations,
we pray: r.
For parents, guardians, and teachers, we pray: r.
Our Father . . .
May God bless us, protect us from harm, and free us from
the power of sin and death, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
Blessed Joan Mary de Maille

Third Order Franciscan (1332–1414)
Blessed Joan was born to a noble family in France. When she
was just a child, it was said that her prayers had saved a neighbor boy, Robert de Sillé, after he fell into a pond and nearly
drowned. When Joan turned sixteen, she and Robert were
married. Although they elected to maintain a celibate relationship, they were apparently a devoted couple, and together
they adopted and raised three orphans. During an invasion
by the English, Robert was taken captive and held for ransom.
He managed to escape, and afterward he and Joan devoted
themselves to the ransom of prisoners.
This charity infuriated Robert’s family. Upon his death in
1362 they expelled Joan from her house. For several years
she supported herself as best she could, eventually learning
to prepare medicines and becoming a Franciscan tertiary.
But for a while she was reduced to living in pigsties and dog
kennels. When her in-laws eventually restored her property,
she gave it all to the Carthusians, and at the age of fifty-seven
she retired to a small room in Tours, where she devoted herself to prayer and works of mercy. Though some considered
her mad, many others recognized her evident holiness. She
was known for her gift of prophecy and her special dedication
to prisoners—whether criminals or captives of war. At one
time she even persuaded the king to release all the prisoners
of Tours.
She died on March 28, 1414, and was beatified in 1871.
Her feast is November 6.
“I was a prisoner, and you visited me.”

—Matthew 25:36
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Mass
Monday of the Thirty-Second Week in Ordinary Time
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Psalm 88 (87):3
Let my prayer come into your presence. / Incline your ear
to my cry for help, O Lord.
Collect
Almighty and merciful God,
graciously keep from us all adversity,
so that, unhindered in mind and body alike,
we may pursue in freedom of heart
the things that are yours.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
A reading from the beginning of the Letter of Saint Paul
to Titus
1:1-9
Appoint presbyters in every town, as I directed you.
aul, a slave of God and Apostle of Jesus Christ for the
sake of the faith of God’s chosen ones and the recognition of religious truth, in the hope of eternal life that God,
who does not lie, promised before time began, who indeed
at the proper time revealed his word in the proclamation
with which I was entrusted by the command of God our
savior, to Titus, my true child in our common faith: grace
and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our
savior.
For this reason I left you in Crete so that you might set
right what remains to be done and appoint presbyters in
every town, as I directed you, on condition that a man be
blameless, married only once, with believing children who
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are not accused of licentiousness or rebellious. For a bishop
as God’s steward must be blameless, not arrogant, not
irritable, not a drunkard, not aggressive, not greedy for
sordid gain, but hospitable, a lover of goodness, temperate,
just, holy, and self-controlled, holding fast to the true
message as taught so that he will be able both to exhort with
sound doctrine and to refute opponents.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
24:1b-2, 3-4ab, 5-6
.
(see
6)
Lord,
this
is
the
people
that
longs
to see your
r
face.
The Lord’s are the earth and its fullness;
the world and those who dwell in it.
For he founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers. r.
Who can ascend the mountain of the Lord?
or who may stand in his holy place?
He whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean,
who desires not what is vain. r.
He shall receive a blessing from the Lord,
a reward from God his savior.
Such is the race that seeks for him,
that seeks the face of the God of Jacob. r.
Gospel Acclamation
Shine like lights in the world,
as you hold on to the word of life.

Philippians 2:15d, 16a
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 17:1-6
If your brother wrongs you seven times in one day, and returns
to you seven times saying, “I am sorry,” you should forgive him.
esus said to his disciples, “Things that cause sin will
inevitably occur, but woe to the one through whom
they occur. It would be better for him if a millstone were
put around his neck and he be thrown into the sea than for
him to cause one of these little ones to sin. Be on your
guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents,
forgive him. And if he wrongs you seven times in one day
and returns to you seven times saying, ‘I am sorry,’ you
should forgive him.”
And the Apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.”
The Lord replied, “If you have faith the size of a mustard
seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and
planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
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Prayer over the Offerings
Look with favor, we pray, O Lord,
upon the sacrificial gifts offered here,
that, celebrating in mystery the Passion of your Son,
we may honor it with loving devotion.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Cf. Psalm 23 (22):1-2
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. /
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me
repose, / near restful waters he leads me.
Or:
Cf. Luke 24:35
The disciples recognized the Lord Jesus in the breaking
of bread.

82 November 7

Prayer after Communion
Nourished by this sacred gift, O Lord,
we give you thanks and beseech your mercy,
that, by the pouring forth of your Spirit,
the grace of integrity may endure
in those your heavenly power has entered.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
Let Love and Mercy Shine
Performance reviews are often given with awkwardness and
received with tight stomachs. Yet the process is meant to
foster growth, not to humiliate. The best reviewer holds a
mirror that reflects the colleague’s strengths and shortfalls in
a spirit of respect, encouragement, and support. My most
memorable review was when my supervisor asked how he
could improve, and what I needed from him.
It is hard for me to internalize how much God entrusts us
with a role in each other’s formation toward salvation. More
than once, Jesus taught that we are our sisters’ and brothers’
keepers in matters physical and spiritual. And more than
once, he demanded that we forgive others. What does that
call us to do? Certainly not to assassinate someone’s character
on social media, to demolish them with venomous words
that scar and wound. There is not an ounce of forgiveness in
such assaults.
I think our responsibility as fellow sojourners on our way
to heaven is to let God’s love and mercy shine through when
people are in their dark moments: when having lost sight of
God they act poorly; when fear, anger, loss, and disappointments temporarily block their access to grace. With words
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and actions, urgency and patience, persistence and space—
and always in love and solidarity—we are to help each other
believe again. We must be humble and acknowledge that we
do not know what God’s plan is for the other. But we do know
that God is present, and our manifestation of that presence
is love: love that begets new life.
Carolyn Woo
Carolyn Woo served as CEO/President of Catholic Relief Services
and Dean of the Mendoza College of Business at the University of
Notre Dame. Her new book is Rising: Learning from Women’s
Leadership in Catholic Ministries.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
Psalm 114
Alleluia!

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

When Israel came forth from Egypt,
the house of Jacob from a foreign people,
Judah became God’s holy place,
Israel the Lord’s domain.
The sea beheld them and fled;
the Jordan turned back on its course.
The mountains leapt like rams,
and the hills like yearling sheep.
Why was it, sea, that you fled;
that you turned back, Jordan, on your course?
O mountains, that you leapt like rams;
O hills, like yearling sheep?
Tremble, O earth, before the Lord,
in the presence of the God of Jacob,
who turns the rock into a pool,
and flint into a spring of water.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Romans 16:17-20
urge you . . . to watch out for those who create dissensions and obstacles, in opposition to the teaching that
you learned; avoid them. For such people do not serve our
Lord Christ but their own appetites, and by fair and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the innocent. For while
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your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you,
I want you to be wise as to what is good, and simple as to
what is evil; then the God of peace will quickly crush Satan
under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)

Antiphon
Be on your guard not to cause another to sin.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
God of our ancestors, by the Spirit you strengthen us to
live your Word and shine like lights in the world. In hope
we pray: r. Lead us along the everlasting way, O God.
Give wisdom, courage, and understanding to school and
medical personnel. r.
Unite people of every nation and creed in efforts to avert
disease and effectively address climate change. r.
Raise to new life all who have died with their hope fixed
on you. r.
Our Father . . .
May God guard us in peace, sustain our hope, and fill us
with love by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Tuesday, November 8

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
Psalm 142:2-5b, 6-8
With my voice I cry to you, O Lord;
with my voice I entreat you, O Lord.
I pour out my trouble before you;
I recount to you all my distress
while my spirit faints within me.
But you, O Lord, know my path.

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

On the way where I shall walk,
they have hidden a snare to entrap me.
Look on my right hand and see:
there is no one who pays me heed.
To you I cry, O Lord.
I have said, “You are my refuge,
my portion in the land of the living.”
Listen, then, to my cry,
for I am brought down very low.
Rescue me from those who pursue me,
for they are stronger than I.
Bring my soul out of prison,
and I shall give thanks to your name.
Around me the righteous will assemble,
because of your goodness to me.
Glory to the Father . . .
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Scripture
Sirach 7:1-3, 10, 13, 15-16
o no evil, and evil will not overtake you; / avoid wickedness, and it will turn away from you. / Do not sow
in the furrows of injustice, / lest you harvest it sevenfold. /
Do not be impatient in prayer / or neglect almsgiving. /
Refuse to tell lie after lie, / for it never results in good. / Do
not hate hard work; / work was assigned by God. / Do not
esteem yourself more than your compatriots; / remember,
his wrath will not delay.

D

Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)

Antiphon
Live justly in this age as we await the appearance of our
savior Jesus Christ.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
God of salvation, you are just in all your ways. In hope
we pray: r. Lord God, strengthen us for discipleship.
Animate your Church to welcome your Word of peace,
plant seeds of justice, and work with you in renewing
all things. r.
Advance fruitful dialogue, understanding, and respect
among clergy and laity in your Church. r.
Support those who work on behalf of immigrants,
refugees, and migrants. r.
Our Father . . .
May God show us mercy and give us joy of heart, through
Jesus our brother. Amen.

88 November 8

Blessed Among Us
Blessed John Duns Scotus

Franciscan Theologian (ca. 1266–1308)
John Duns, later known as the Subtle Doctor, was called Scotus on account of his birth in Scotland. He entered the Franciscans at the age of 15 and was later ordained a priest. After
studies in Oxford and Paris, he went on to hold teaching positions in Paris and Cologne and was acclaimed as one of the
greatest of the scholastic theologians. His mystically charged
theology rendered in philosophical terms the creation-
centered spirituality of St. Francis.
Duns Scotus defined God as infinite love. Disagreeing with
those who taught that the incarnation was required to render
repayment for original sin, he believed it was willed through
eternity as an expression of God’s love, and hence God’s desire
for consummated union with creation. Our redemption by the
cross was likewise an expression of God’s love and compassion rather than an appeasement of God’s anger. He believed
that knowledge of God’s love should evoke a loving response
on the part of humanity. He wrote, “God wished to redeem
us in this fashion principally in order to draw us to his love.”
Unlike philosophers in the line of Plato, Scotus did not
value the ideal at the expense of the real. For Scotus, created
things point to their Creator not only through conformity
to some ideal pattern but also through their individuality
and uniqueness.
Duns Scotus died on November 8, 1308. He was beatified
in 1993.
“O Lord, our God . . . Teach your servant to show by reason
what he holds with faith most certain, that you are the most
eminent, the first efficient cause and the last end.”
—Blessed John Duns Scotus
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Mass

Tuesday of the Thirty-Second Week in Ordinary Time
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Psalm 88 (87):3
Let my prayer come into your presence. / Incline your ear
to my cry for help, O Lord.
Collect
Almighty and merciful God,
graciously keep from us all adversity,
so that, unhindered in mind and body alike,
we may pursue in freedom of heart
the things that are yours.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to Titus 2:1-8, 11-14
We live devoutly in this age, as we await the blessed hope,
the appearance of our savior Jesus Christ.
eloved: You must say what is consistent with sound
doctrine, namely, that older men should be temperate,
dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, love, and endurance. Similarly, older women should be reverent in their
behavior, not slanderers, not addicted to drink, teaching
what is good, so that they may train younger women to love
their husbands and children, to be self-controlled, chaste,
good homemakers, under the control of their husbands, so
that the word of God may not be discredited.
Urge the younger men, similarly, to control themselves,
showing yourself as a model of good deeds in every respect,
with integrity in your teaching, dignity, and sound speech
that cannot be criticized, so that the opponent will be put
to shame without anything bad to say about us.
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For the grace of God has appeared, saving all and training us to reject godless ways and worldly desires and to live
temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age, as we await the
blessed hope, the appearance of the glory of the great God
and of our savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to
deliver us from all lawlessness and to cleanse for himself a
people as his own, eager to do what is good.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
37:3-4, 18 and 23, 27 and 29
r. (39a) The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.
Trust in the Lord and do good,
that you may dwell in the land and be fed in security.
Take delight in the Lord,
and he will grant you your heart’s requests. r.
The Lord watches over the lives of the wholehearted;
their inheritance lasts forever.
By the Lord are the steps of a man made firm,
and he approves his way. r.
Turn from evil and do good,
that you may abide forever;
The just shall possess the land
and dwell in it forever. r.
Gospel Acclamation
Whoever loves me will keep my word,
and my Father will love him,
and we will come to him.

John 14:23

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 17:7-10
We are unprofitable servants;
we have done what we were obliged to do.
esus said to the Apostles: “Who among you would say
to your servant who has just come in from plowing or
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tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here immediately and take
your place at table’? Would he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare something for me to eat. Put on your apron and wait
on me while I eat and drink. You may eat and drink when
I am finished’? Is he grateful to that servant because he did
what was commanded? So should it be with you. When
you have done all you have been commanded, say, ‘We are
unprofitable servants; we have done what we were obliged
to do.’ ”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Prayer over the Offerings
Look with favor, we pray, O Lord,
upon the sacrificial gifts offered here,
that, celebrating in mystery the Passion of your Son,
we may honor it with loving devotion.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Cf. Psalm 23 (22):1-2
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. /
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me
repose, / near restful waters he leads me.
Or:
Cf. Luke 24:35
The disciples recognized the Lord Jesus in the breaking of
bread.
Prayer after Communion
Nourished by this sacred gift, O Lord,
we give you thanks and beseech your mercy,
that, by the pouring forth of your Spirit,
the grace of integrity may endure
in those your heavenly power has entered.
Through Christ our Lord.
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Reflection
What We’re Obliged to Do
If I’ve learned one thing in my decades as a celibate, middleclass, American white male, it’s that no matter how wise (oh,
so wise!) my advice may be on the proper ordering of society,
nobody’s going to listen to me. Nor should they.
We can smirk at today’s excerpt from St. Paul’s letter to
Titus, with its grumpy old men and tipsy little old ladies, but
this laundry list of bad behaviors depreciates real people, real
problems. In fact, it’s more complicated than that.
I imagine St. Paul reading a letter he’s gotten from some
righteous person in Corinth or Crete (where Titus was), complaining about their neighbors and looking for, or maybe
even suggesting, a categorical list of do’s and don’ts. But Paul’s
ultimate response? “Reject godless ways and worldly desires
and live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age.” Easier
said than done. It’s harder to live up to high aspirations than
to check off a list.
And if that’s not hard enough, consider what Jesus demands in today’s Gospel: “When you have done all you have
been commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants; we have
done what we were obliged to do.’”
How do you achieve that? Well, that’s also complicated.
It depends on each individual circumstance. Serving others
requires care and judgment—and, indeed, wisdom that is
sometimes beyond us. At times we’re going to get it wrong.
But why we do it isn’t complicated at all. Those we love,
we love to serve.
Br. Guy Consolmagno
Br. Guy Consolmagno, SJ, is the director of the Vatican Observatory.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 36:6-13
Your faithful love, O Lord, reaches to heaven,
your truth to the clouds.
Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;
like the great deep, your justice.
Both human being and beast you save, O Lord.
How precious is your love, O God!
The children of Adam seek shelter
in the shadow of your wings.

They feast on the riches of your house;
you give them drink from the stream of your delight.
For with you is the fountain of life,
and in your light we see light.
Maintain your love for those who know you,
your saving justice to upright hearts.
Let the foot of the proud not tread on me
nor the hand of the wicked drive me out.
There have the evildoers fallen;
flung down, unable to rise!
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Romans 12:6-11
ince we have gifts that differ according to the grace
given to us, let us exercise them: if prophecy, in proportion to the faith; if ministry, in ministering; if one is a
teacher, in teaching; if one exhorts, in exhortation; if one
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contributes, in generosity; if one is over others, with diligence; if one does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.
Let love be sincere; hate what is evil, hold on to what is
good; love one another with mutual affection; anticipate
one another in showing honor. Do not grow slack in zeal,
be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
We have done no more than our duty.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
Faithful God, in your light we see light. In confidence we
pray: r. Fill us with your Spirit, O God.
Give mercy, peace, and compassion to pastors, chaplains,
and spiritual companions. r.
Nurture knowledge, understanding, and patience in
coaches, physicians, and scientists. r.
Animate creativity, clarity, and peace in artists, poets,
and writers. r.
Our Father . . .
May the Word of God be a lamp for our steps and a light
for our path. Amen.
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Wednesday, November 9

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 65:2-6
Praise is due to you in Zion, O God.
To you we pay our vows in Jerusalem,
you who hear our prayer.
To you all flesh will come.
Our evil deeds are too heavy for us,
but only you can pardon our transgressions.

Blessed the one whom you choose and call
to dwell in your courts.
We are filled with the good things of your house,
of your holy temple.
With wondrous deliverance you answer us,
O God our savior.
You are the hope of all the earth,
and of far distant seas.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
1 Kings 8:27-30
s God indeed to dwell on earth? If the heavens and the
highest heavens cannot contain you, how much less this
house which I have built! Regard kindly the prayer and
petition of your servant, Lord, my God, and listen to the
cry of supplication which I, your servant, utter before you
this day. May your eyes be open night and day toward this
house, the place of which you said, My name shall be there;
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listen to the prayer your servant makes toward this place.
Listen to the petition of your servant and of your people
Israel which they offer toward this place. Listen, from the
place of your enthronement, heaven, listen and forgive.”
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)

Antiphon
I will dwell with you; I shall be your God and you shall be
my people.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
God our savior, in Jesus you call us together and dwell
with us. With joy we celebrate the Lateran Basilica as a
temple of your grace, and we pray: r. Light of Christ,
shine on your Church.
Inspire catechesis and spiritual enrichment
for parishioners. r.
Direct the work of the Synod. r.
Heal divisions among Christians, and unite us in love
and zeal for the Gospel. r.
Our Father . . .
May God fashion us into the temple of the Holy Spirit
and strengthen us to bring the love and peace of Christ
to the world. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
St. Elizabeth of the Trinity
Carmelite Mystic (1880–1906)

Though as a child she wished for nothing more than to become
a Carmelite nun, Elizabeth Catez acceded to her mother’s
condition—that she await her twenty-first birthday. On that
day she entered the convent in Dijon and became Sr. Elizabeth of the Trinity. The next two years passed happily. “I find
Him everywhere,” she wrote, “while doing the wash as well
as while praying.” But then, soon after taking her vows, she
was diagnosed with an incurable disease of the adrenal
glands. Elizabeth welcomed her condition as an opportunity
to “conform herself to the Crucified in love.”
In increasing agony, she lived on for three years. Under
obedience she recorded her spiritual thoughts in notebooks,
which were published after her death. Her teaching was reflected in a letter she wrote to a friend: “We carry our heaven
within ourselves, because he who satisfies the saints with the
light of vision gives himself to us in faith and in mystery. It’s
the same thing. I feel I have found heaven on earth, because
heaven is God and God is in my soul. The day I understood
this a light went on inside me, and I want to whisper this
secret to all those I love, so that they too, in whatever circumstances, will cling increasingly to God.”
Elizabeth died on November 9, 1906. Her last words were,
“I am going to Light, to Love, to Life.” She was canonized by
Pope Francis in 2016.
“O Consuming Fire, Spirit of Love, overshadow me so that the
Word may be, as it were incarnate again in my soul. May I be for
him a new humanity in which he can renew all his mystery.”
—St. Elizabeth of the Trinity
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Mass

The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome, Feast
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Revelation 21:2
I saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, / coming down out
of heaven from God, / prepared like a bride adorned for
her husband.
Or:
Cf. Revelation 21:3
Behold God’s dwelling with the human race. / He will
dwell with them and they will be his people, / and God
himself with them will be their God.
Gloria (p. 319)
Collect
O God, who from living and chosen stones
prepare an eternal dwelling for your majesty,
increase in your Church the spirit of grace you have
bestowed,
so that by new growth your faithful people
may build up the heavenly Jerusalem.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Or:
O God, who were pleased to call your Church the Bride,
grant that the people that serves your name
may revere you, love you and follow you,
and may be led by you
to attain your promises in heaven.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
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A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel
47:1-2, 8-9, 12

T

I saw water flowing from the temple,
and all who were touched by it were saved.

he angel brought me back to the entrance of the temple,
and I saw water flowing out from beneath the threshold of the temple toward the east, for the façade of the
temple was toward the east; the water flowed down from
the southern side of the temple, south of the altar. He led
me outside by the north gate, and around to the outer gate
facing the east, where I saw water trickling from the southern side. He said to me, “This water flows into the eastern
district down upon the Arabah, and empties into the sea,
the salt waters, which it makes fresh. Wherever the river
flows, every sort of living creature that can multiply shall
live, and there shall be abundant fish, for wherever this
water comes the sea shall be made fresh. Along both banks
of the river, fruit trees of every kind shall grow; their leaves
shall not fade, nor their fruit fail. Every month they shall
bear fresh fruit, for they shall be watered by the flow from
the sanctuary. Their fruit shall serve for food, and their
leaves for medicine.”
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9
.
(5)
The
waters
of
the
river
gladden
the
city
of God,
r
the holy dwelling of the Most High!
God is our refuge and our strength,
an ever-present help in distress.
Therefore, we fear not, though the earth be shaken
and mountains plunge into the depths of the sea. r.
There is a stream whose runlets gladden the city of God,
the holy dwelling of the Most High.
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God is in its midst; it shall not be disturbed;
God will help it at the break of dawn. r.
The Lord of hosts is with us;
our stronghold is the God of Jacob.
Come! behold the deeds of the Lord,
the astounding things he has wrought on earth. r.
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the
Corinthians
3:9c-11, 16-17
You are God’s temple.
rothers and sisters: You are God’s building. According
to the grace of God given to me, like a wise master
builder I laid a foundation, and another is building upon
it. But each one must be careful how he builds upon it, for
no one can lay a foundation other than the one that is there,
namely, Jesus Christ.
Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and
that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If anyone destroys
God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for the temple
of God, which you are, is holy.
The word of the Lord.

B

Gospel Acclamation
2 Chronicles 7:16
I have chosen and consecrated this house, says the Lord,
that my name may be there forever.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 2:13-22
Jesus was speaking about the temple of his Body.
ince the Passover of the Jews was near, Jesus went up
to Jerusalem. He found in the temple area those who
sold oxen, sheep, and doves, as well as the money-changers
seated there. He made a whip out of cords and drove them
all out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen, and
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spilled the coins of the money-changers and overturned
their tables, and to those who sold doves he said, “Take
these out of here, and stop making my Father’s house a
marketplace.” His disciples recalled the words of Scripture,
Zeal for your house will consume me. At this the Jews answered and said to him, “What sign can you show us for
doing this?” Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this
temple and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews said,
“This temple has been under construction for forty-six
years, and you will raise it up in three days?” But he was
speaking about the temple of his Body. Therefore, when he
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he
had said this, and they came to believe the Scripture and
the word Jesus had spoken.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Prayer over the Offerings
Accept, we pray, O Lord, the offering made here
and grant that by it those who seek your favor
may receive in this place
the power of the Sacraments
and the answer to their prayers.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Cf. 1 Peter 2:5
Be built up like living stones, / into a spiritual house, a
holy priesthood.
Prayer after Communion
O God, who chose to foreshadow for us
the heavenly Jerusalem
through the sign of your Church on earth,
grant, we pray,
that, by our partaking of this Sacrament,
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we may be made the temple of your grace
and may enter the dwelling place of your glory.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
Flowing and Flourishing
I saw water flowing out from beneath the threshold of the
temple.

What can Ezekiel’s vision mean? Certainly not that the plumbing is broken! This water has a far deeper significance.
Think about what water means to us. As a society we do
not sufficiently value this precious natural resource. We turn
on the faucet and water is there. But widespread droughts in
recent years have caught our attention. Water is our very life!
Without it we will die.
So it is with the water Ezekiel sees flowing out of God’s
temple. This water becomes a flood, flowing down the Kidron
Valley all the way to the Dead Sea, and when it arrives there
it makes everything flourish. We cannot miss the implication.
The source of the water that is our very life is God’s temple.
Today we are celebrating the dedication of a church, a
temple of God’s presence. Is this source of our life simply a
building? No. Saint Paul says that we, God’s people, are God’s
temple, and the Spirit of God dwells within us. We are called
to be the source of this living water. But we cannot do this
alone. We, all together, are the church, the Body of Christ.
Together we channel God’s life-giving Spirit to the world.
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Baptized in Christ and nourished at the table of the Word
and Eucharist, may we always keep this water of life clean
and fresh.
Sr. Irene Nowell, adapted from Loose-Leaf Lectionary
Irene Nowell, OSB, is a member of Mount St. Scholastica
Monastery in Atchison, Kansas. She is an editorial advisor to
Give Us This Day and the author of Pleading, Cursing, Praising:
Conversing with God through the Psalms and Wisdom: The
Good Life.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
Psalm 122
I rejoiced when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Jerusalem is built as a city
bonded as one together.
It is there that the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord,
as is decreed for Israel
to give thanks to the name of the Lord.
There were set the thrones for judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
For the peace of Jerusalem pray,
“May they prosper, those who love you.”
May peace abide in your walls,
and security be in your towers.
For the sake of my family and friends,
let me say, “Peace upon you.”
For the sake of the house of the Lord, our God,
I will seek good things for you.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Ephesians 2:19-22
o then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but
you are fellow citizens with the holy ones and members
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of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone. Through him the whole structure is held together
and grows into a temple sacred in the Lord; in him you also
are being built together into a dwelling place of God in
the Spirit.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
You are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God lives
within you.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
God of peace, with Jesus as the capstone you draw us
together as members of your household. In hope we pray:
r. O God, receive our prayer.
Make your Church a place of welcome for all people. r.
Help us to find joy in pondering your Word and living
the Gospel. r.
Come to the aid of Christians who are persecuted for
their faith. r.
Our Father . . .
May God instill in us the spirit of truth, that we may
speak and act in the name of Jesus, by the power of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Thursday, November 10

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 2:1-2, 4, 6-9, 12c
Why do the nations conspire,
and the peoples plot in vain?
They arise, the rulers of the earth;
nobles plot against the Lord and his Anointed.
The One who sits in the heavens laughs;
the Lord derides and mocks them.
“It is I who have appointed my king
on Zion, my holy mountain.”
I will announce the decree of the Lord:
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son.
It is I who have begotten you this day.”

“Ask of me and I will make nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth as your possession.
With a rod of iron you will rule them;
like a potter’s jar you will shatter them.”
Blessed are all who trust in God!
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
1 Chronicles 16:29-33
ive to the Lord the glory due his name! / Bring gifts,
and come before him; / bow down to the Lord, splendid in holiness. / Tremble before him, all the earth; / the
world will surely stand fast, never to be moved. / Let the
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heavens be glad and the earth rejoice; / let them say among
the nations: The Lord is king. / Let the sea and what fills it
resound; / let the plains be joyful and all that is in them! /
Then let all the trees of the forest exult / before the Lord,
who comes, / who comes to rule the earth.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
The kingdom of God is among you.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
God of justice, you blessed St. Leo in his pursuit of
wisdom and made him a great leader of your Church.
In company with him we pray: r. God, in your wisdom,
hear our prayer.
You strengthen your Church in Word and Sacrament:
deepen our love for Scripture and our understanding
of Eucharist. r.
You anoint your Church to herald your kingdom in word
and deed: direct your Church to find our unity in you. r.
You guide your Church by the light of the Holy Spirit:
equip the baptized with every grace and blessing needed
to bring about Christ’s reign of peace. r.
Our Father . . .
May God bless us, safeguard us from danger, and fill our
hearts with the light of truth, through Jesus our brother.
Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
The Lübeck Martyrs
(1943)

On November 10, 1943, four Christians were executed by the
Nazis in a prison in Hamburg. They were Fathers Johannes
Prassek, Eduard Müller, and Hermann Lange, all Catholic
priests who worked at the Sacred Heart Church in Lübeck,
and Karl-Friedrich Stellbrink, an Evangelical Lutheran minister. They were beheaded within minutes of one another, and
their blood literally ran together.
Although ecumenical dialogue was unusual at the time,
these four men had formed a deep friendship some years
before, having carefully discerned their shared opposition to
the ideology of National Socialism and the regime’s policies
of euthanasia, anti-Semitism, and other crimes. The authorities suspected their loyalty and employed informants to gather
evidence against them. A specific trigger came after the Palm
Sunday service in which Pastor Stellbrink gave a sermon
interpreting an air raid as a judgment of God. He was arrested
the next day, with the priests following soon after.
Charged with defeatism, malice, favoring the enemy, and
listening to enemy broadcasts, they were convicted and sentenced to death. Their bond was strengthened in the months
they spent awaiting death. “We are like brothers,” Lange
wrote. “Personally, I am quite calm and await firmly what is
to come. Once one really has achieved complete devotion to
the will of God, then there is a wonderful peace and the consciousness of absolute security.”
The three priests were beatified in 2011 in a service that
made special note of the witness of their Protestant brother.
“The ecumenism of the martyrs and the witnesses to the faith
is the most convincing ecumenism.”
—Pope John Paul II
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Mass
St. Leo the Great, Memorial
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Sirach 45:30
The Lord established for him a covenant of peace, / and
made him the prince, / that he might have the dignity of
the priesthood for ever.
Collect
O God, who never allow the gates of hell
to prevail against your Church,
firmly founded on the apostolic rock,
grant her, we pray,
that through the intercession of Pope Saint Leo,
she may stand firm in your truth
and know the protection of lasting peace.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to Philemon 7-20
Have him back, no longer as a slave but more than a slave,
a brother, beloved especially to me.
eloved: I have experienced much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the holy
ones have been refreshed by you, brother. Therefore, although I have the full right in Christ to order you to do
what is proper, I rather urge you out of love, being as I am,
Paul, an old man, and now also a prisoner for Christ Jesus.
I urge you on behalf of my child Onesimus, whose father I
have become in my imprisonment, who was once useless
to you but is now useful to both you and me. I am sending
him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I should have liked
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to retain him for myself, so that he might serve me on your
behalf in my imprisonment for the Gospel, but I did not
want to do anything without your consent, so that the good
you do might not be forced but voluntary. Perhaps this is
why he was away from you for a while, that you might have
him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave,
a brother, beloved especially to me, but even more so to you,
as a man and in the Lord. So if you regard me as a partner,
welcome him as you would me. And if he has done you any
injustice or owes you anything, charge it to me. I, Paul, write
this in my own hand: I will pay. May I not tell you that you
owe me your very self. Yes, brother, may I profit from you
in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
146:7, 8-9a, 9bc-10
r. (5a) Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob.
or: r. Alleluia.
The Lord secures justice for the oppressed,
gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets captives free. r.
The Lord gives sight to the blind.
The Lord raises up those who were bowed down;
the Lord loves the just.
The Lord protects strangers. r.
The fatherless and the widow he sustains,
but the way of the wicked he thwarts.
The Lord shall reign forever;
your God, O Zion, through all generations. Alleluia. r.
Gospel Acclamation
John 15:5
I am the vine, you are the branches, says the Lord:
whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit.
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 17:20-25
The Kingdom of God is among you.
sked
 by the Pharisees when the Kingdom of God would
come, Jesus said in reply, “The coming of the Kingdom
of God cannot be observed, and no one will announce,
‘Look, here it is,’ or, ‘There it is.’ For behold, the Kingdom
of God is among you.”
Then he said to his disciples, “The days will come when
you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but
you will not see it. There will be those who will say to you,
‘Look, there he is,’ or ‘Look, here he is.’ Do not go off, do
not run in pursuit. For just as lightning flashes and lights
up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man
be in his day. But first he must suffer greatly and be rejected
by this generation.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

A

Prayer over the Offerings
Through the offerings made here, we pray, O Lord,
graciously shed light on your Church,
so that your flock may everywhere prosper
and that under your governance
the shepherds may become pleasing to your name.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Matthew 16:16, 18
Peter said to Jesus: / You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God. / And Jesus replied: You are Peter, / and upon
this rock I will build my Church.
Prayer after Communion
Be pleased, O Lord, we pray,
to govern the Church you have nourished by this holy
meal,
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so that, firmly directed,
she may enjoy ever greater freedom
and persevere in integrity of religion.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
To Name Is to Transform
“I have four sons,” my second father would say. My birth
father had been killed in World War II. My mother remarried
when I was five. I now had a “stepfather.” For years, in explaining why my last name was different from that of my
three brothers, that was the word I used: my “stepfather.” But
I never liked it. As I grew up, I began to realize he was indeed
my father, my second father. And he would always name me
as his son.
I used to think Paul’s letter to Philemon was a masterpiece
of rhetorical manipulation. But what Paul is doing here is
renaming a relationship, that between Onesimus, a runaway
“slave,” and Philemon, his “master”—sowing seeds, one hopes,
of transformation. Paul describes himself an old man, imprisoned, speaking to Philemon out of love, not wanting to
force him. Then, to the point: Onesimus has become like a
son to Paul; he is indeed “useful” (the meaning of “Onesimus”
in Greek) to them both. Paul begs Philemon to welcome
Onesimus back as his brother in Christ, indeed, to see him
as Paul himself.
Some fault Paul for not doing enough here to name the
evil of slavery. I see this letter useful in a different way—as a
“Christic,” seed-sowing action, naming the transformation
that happens at baptism. We are baptized into the dying and
rising of Christ and enter a new world; all are now brothers
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and sisters in Christ. When does the kingdom of God come?
When we recognize and name who we truly are to each other.
When the truth sets all of us free.
Fr. James A. Wallace
James A. Wallace, CSsR, is a member of a Redemptorist
Evangelization Team located in Washington, DC, and author of
Preaching to the Hungers of the Heart and The Ministry of
Lectors.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 128
Blessed are all who fear the Lord,
and walk in God’s ways!
By the labor of your hands you shall eat.
You will be blessed and prosper.
Your wife is like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive
around your table.
Indeed thus shall be blessed
the husband who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion.
May you see Jerusalem prosper
all the days of your life!
May you see your children’s children.
On Israel, peace!
Glory to the Father . . .

Scripture
Colossians 1:9b-14
]e do not cease praying for you and asking that you
may be filled with the knowledge of his will through
all spiritual wisdom and understanding to live in a manner
worthy of the Lord, so as to be fully pleasing, in every good
work bearing fruit and growing in the knowledge of God,
strengthened with every power, in accord with his glorious
might, for all endurance and patience, with joy giving
thanks to the Father, who has made you fit to share in the
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inheritance of the holy ones in light. He delivered us from
the power of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom
of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)

Antiphon
Your kingdom come; your will be done.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
Beneficent God, all knowledge, power, and glory are yours.
In hope we pray: r. Fill us with your Spirit, O God.
Make us wise stewards of education, communication,
science, and technology. r.
Prosper efforts to conserve energy and preserve natural
resources. r.
Relieve those who bear a heavy burden, experience
anxiety, or suffer from insomnia. r.
Our Father . . .
May God bless our labors and prosper the work of our
hands, minds, and hearts, through Jesus our teacher.
Amen.
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Friday, November 11

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 51:3-9
Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your merciful love;
according to your great compassion,
blot out my transgressions.
O wash me completely from my guilt,
and cleanse me from my sin.

My transgressions, truly I know them;
my sin is always before me.
Against you, you alone, have I sinned;
what is evil in your sight I have done.
So you are just in your sentence,
without reproach in your judgment.
Behold, in guilt I was born,
a sinner when my mother conceived me.
Behold, you delight in sincerity of heart;
in secret you teach me wisdom.
Cleanse me with hyssop, and I shall be pure;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Sirach 44:17-18
oah, found just and perfect, / renewed the race in the
time of devastation. / Because of his worth there were
survivors, / and with a sign to him the deluge ended. / A
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lasting covenant was made with him, / that never again
would all flesh be destroyed.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Those who seek to save their lives will lose them; those
who lose their lives will save them.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Almighty and ever-living God, you sustained St. Martin
of Tours in his prayer and in his living of the Gospel.
In company with him we pray: r. God, come to our aid.
Protect military troops and all who live in the midst of
war or political turmoil. r.
Help us to ensure adequate aid and support for veterans
and their families. r.
Transform thoughts of vengeance and fear into actions of
forgiveness and peace. r.
Our Father . . .
May God watch over us, guide us, and strengthen us for
living the corporal works of mercy, through Jesus our
shepherd. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
St. Martin of Tours
Bishop (d. 397)

St. Martin, bishop of Tours, is particularly remembered for
the circumstances of his conversion. One cold winter day
in Gaul, where he served as an officer in the Roman army,
Martin came upon a shivering beggar, dressed in rags. Having
no money to offer, Martin removed his cloak, which he divided into two pieces with his sword, giving one piece to the
beggar and wrapping himself in the remnant. That night he
dreamed he saw Jesus wearing the part of the cloak he had
given away. The next morning he resolved to be baptized.
His conversion was striking for its combination of two
themes: the encounter with Jesus in the face of the poor, and
the conviction that the way of Christ was the way of nonviolence. This insight prompted Martin to present himself to his
superiors to request discharge from the army. When he was
accused of cowardice he volunteered to go into battle the next
day at the front of the line, unarmed, to meet the enemy in
the name of Christ.
Instead, Martin was imprisoned—though not executed.
After being released he, along with others who joined him,
founded the first monastery in Gaul. Ten years later he was
called out of solitude to become bishop of Tours, an office he
held for twenty-five years, until his death in 397. As bishop
he continued his commitment to peacemaking, opposing the
use of violence against heretics.
“I am a soldier of Christ and it is not lawful for me to fight.”
—St. Martin of Tours
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Mass
Saint Martin of Tours, Memorial
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. 1 Samuel 2:35
I shall raise up for myself a faithful priest / who will act in
accord with my heart and my mind, says the Lord.
Collect
O God, who are glorified in the Bishop Saint Martin
both by his life and death,
make new, we pray,
the wonders of your grace in our hearts,
that neither death nor life
may separate us from your love.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
4-9
A reading from the second Letter of Saint John
Whoever remains in the teaching has the Father and the Son.
hosen Lady:] I rejoiced greatly to find some of your
children walking in the truth just as we were commanded by the Father. But now, Lady, I ask you, not as
though I were writing a new commandment but the one we
have had from the beginning: let us love one another. For
this is love, that we walk according to his commandments;
this is the commandment, as you heard from the beginning,
in which you should walk.
Many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who
do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh;
such is the deceitful one and the antichrist. Look to yourselves that you do not lose what we worked for but may
receive a full recompense. Anyone who is so “progressive”
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as not to remain in the teaching of the Christ does not have
God; whoever remains in the teaching has the Father and
the Son.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
119:1, 2, 10, 11, 17, 18
.
(1b)
Blessed
are
they
who
follow
the
law of the Lord!
r
Blessed are they whose way is blameless,
who walk in the law of the Lord. r.
Blessed are they who observe his decrees,
who seek him with all their heart. r.
With all my heart I seek you;
let me not stray from your commands. r.
Within my heart I treasure your promise,
that I may not sin against you. r.
Be good to your servant, that I may live
and keep your words. r.
Open my eyes, that I may consider
the wonders of your law. r.
Gospel Acclamation
Stand erect and raise your heads
because your redemption is at hand.

Luke 21:28

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 17:26-37
So it will be on the day the Son of Man is revealed.
esus said to his disciples: “As it was in the days of Noah,
so it will be in the days of the Son of Man; they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage up
to the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came
and destroyed them all. Similarly, as it was in the days of
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Lot: they were eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting,
building; on the day when Lot left Sodom, fire and brimstone rained from the sky to destroy them all. So it will be
on the day the Son of Man is revealed. On that day, someone
who is on the housetop and whose belongings are in the
house must not go down to get them, and likewise one in
the field must not return to what was left behind. Remember the wife of Lot. Whoever seeks to preserve his life will
lose it, but whoever loses it will save it. I tell you, on that
night there will be two people in one bed; one will be taken,
the other left. And there will be two women grinding meal
together; one will be taken, the other left.” They said to him
in reply, “Where, Lord?” He said to them, “Where the body
is, there also the vultures will gather.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Prayer over the Offerings
Sanctify these offerings, we pray, Lord God,
which we joyfully present in honor of Saint Martin,
so that through them our life may always be directed
whether in tribulation or in prosperity.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Cf. Matthew 25:40
Amen, I say to you: / Whatever you did for one of the
least of my brethren, / you did it for me, says the Lord.
Prayer after Communion
Grant to us who have been restored
by this Sacrament of unity, O Lord,
perfect harmony with your will in all things,
that, just as Saint Martin submitted himself entirely to you,
so we, too, may glory in being truly yours.
Through Christ our Lord.
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Reflection
Why Settle?
We can find umpteen quotations in the gospel that will vividly
bring to our minds and hearts how simply and insistently
Christ calls us to become like him and to accept his law of
love without compromises.
Why do we not try the way of love, the way of the gospel?
Why do we not apply the gospel without compromise to our
personal, national, and international lives?
To solve our problems we seem to have tried everything
that our intelligence and genius can come up with. But so far,
if we are to be judged by the fruits of the tree (Matt 7:16-20),
we certainly have not succeeded. Nor are we leaving our children a better world to live in. On the contrary, we are leaving
them an even more chaotic world than the one we inherited.
The answers to our problems, however, rest in the gospel.
How simple and how timely it is! It is like a light shining in
the darkness. Why is it then that we who are Christians refuse
to even try the clear answers of the gospel? Why do we wish
to constantly compromise, water down, and eliminate from
the gospel whatever is too hard for us? Why settle for a pale
reflection of Christ’s strong words and loving teachings?
It is imperative that we go back to the source of all things—
the gospel. Many people read books about the gospel much
more than they read the gospel itself. Their knowledge of the
Glad News may be fairly superficial. Before we can proclaim
the gospel with our lives, we need to know the gospel, to read
the gospel.
Catherine de Hueck Doherty, Living the Gospel Without
Compromise
Catherine de Hueck Doherty was foundress of the Madonna House
Apostolate in Combermere, Canada. www.madonnahouse.org.

Friday 123

Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 126
When the Lord brought back the exiles of Zion,
we thought we were dreaming.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter;
on our tongues, songs of joy.
Then they said among the nations,
“What great deeds the Lord worked for them!”
What great deeds the Lord worked for us!
Indeed, we were glad.
Bring back our exiles, O Lord,
as streams in the Negeb.
Those who are sowing in tears
will sing when they reap.
They go out, they go out, full of tears,
bearing seed for the sowing;
they come back, they come back with a song,
bearing their sheaves.
Glory to the Father . . .

Scripture
1 Thessalonians 4:9, 10b-12
n the subject of mutual charity you have no need for
anyone to write you, for you yourselves have been
taught by God to love one another. Nevertheless we urge
you . . . to progress even more, and to aspire to live a tranquil life, to mind your own affairs, and to work with your
[own] hands, as we instructed you, that you may conduct
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yourselves properly toward outsiders and not depend on
anyone.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
This is love, that we walk according to his
commandments.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
God of love, in Jesus you show us how to love one another.
In faith we pray: r. God, in your love, hear our prayer.
Safeguard refugees, exiles, and those who have run away
from home. r.
Rejoin loved ones separated by war, poverty, drugs,
or disaster. r.
Give everlasting peace to those who die a violent death. r.
Our Father . . .
May God turn our tears into laughter and our sorrow
into joy, through Jesus our redeemer and hope for
everlasting life. Amen.
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Saturday, November 12

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 3
How many are my foes, O Lord!
How many are rising up against me!
How many are saying about me,
“There is no salvation for you in God.”

But you, Lord, are a shield about me,
my glory, who lift up my head.
I cry aloud to the Lord,
from whose holy mountain comes my answer.
I lie down, I sleep and I wake,
for the Lord upholds me.
I will not fear even thousands of people
who are ranged on every side against me.
Arise, Lord; save me, my God,
you who strike all my foes on the cheek,
you who break the teeth of the wicked!
Salvation belongs to the Lord;
may your blessing be on your people!
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Sirach 2:7-11
ou that fear the Lord, wait for his mercy, / do not stray
lest you fall. / You that fear the Lord, trust in him, /
and your reward will not be lost. / You that fear the Lord,
hope for good things, / for lasting joy and mercy.

Y

126 November 12

Consider the generations long past and see: / has anyone
trusted in the Lord and been disappointed? / Has anyone
persevered in his fear and been forsaken? / has anyone called
upon him and been ignored? / For the Lord is compassionate and merciful; / forgives sins and saves in time of trouble.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Will God not grant justice to his chosen ones who cry out
to him day and night?
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Compassionate God, you are found wherever love and
charity abide. In company with St. Josaphat we pray:
r. God of salvation, hear our prayer.
Inspire the Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic
Churches to reconcile differences, and help us establish
unity among Christians. r.
Fortify efforts to bring peace and healing to Ukraine. r.
Strengthen your Church’s support and formation of
seminarians, deacons, and lay leaders. r.
Our Father . . .
May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with us and remain
with us forever. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
Pierre Yves Kéralum

Missionary Priest (1817–1872)
Pierre Yves Kéralum, who was born in the Brittany region of
France, trained as a skilled carpenter before answering a
call to the priesthood at the age of thirty. After deciding to
enter the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, he was
ordained in 1852 and immediately assigned to the order’s
mission in Texas.
His first assignment was to Galveston, where he helped
establish a Catholic seminary-college. Kéralum was skilled
not only in carpentry but in masonry and design, and he
played a key role in building churches throughout Texas,
including the Gothic-revival cathedrals in Brownsville and
Laredo. He also joined other Oblates as circuit-riding missionaries, tending to Catholics on far-distant ranches and
pueblos. The priests, who traveled by horseback, were known
as the “Cavalry of Christ.” Fr. Kéralum was particularly beloved for his kindness, generosity toward the poor, and ardent
faith. Msgr. Jean Odin, the first bishop of Texas, remarked to
the Oblate superior: “The first time I met your Fr. Kéralum,
I took a liking to him: he is so good, so candid and above all
so respectful, that one cannot help but love him with a
singular affection.” That estimation was widely shared. The
Mexican people called him “el Santo Padre Pedrito.”
As he grew older, Fr. Kéralum’s health and eyesight faltered. On November 12, 1872, he set out from a ranch. His
riderless horse returned, but he was never seen again. Ten
years later his remains were found in the wilderness.
“We must lead men to act like human beings, first of all, and
then like Christians, and, finally, we must help them to become
saints.”
—From the Rule of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate

128 November 12

Mass
St. Josaphat, Memorial
Entrance Antiphon
Because of the Lord’s covenant and the ancestral laws, /
the Saints of God persevered in loving brotherhood, / for
there was always one spirit in them, and one faith.
Collect
Stir up in your Church, we pray, O Lord,
the Spirit that filled Saint Josaphat
as he laid down his life for the sheep,
so that through his intercession
we, too, may be strengthened by the same Spirit
and not be afraid to lay down our life for others.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
5-8
A reading from the third Letter of Saint John
We ought to support such persons,
so that we may be co-workers in the truth.
eloved, you are faithful in all you do for the brothers
and sisters, especially for strangers; they have testified
to your love before the Church. Please help them in a way
worthy of God to continue their journey. For they have set
out for the sake of the Name and are accepting nothing from
the pagans. Therefore, we ought to support such persons,
so that we may be co-workers in the truth.
The word of the Lord.
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Responsorial Psalm
112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6
r. Blessed the man who fears the Lord. or: r. Alleluia.
Blessed the man who fears the Lord,
who greatly delights in his commands.
His posterity shall be mighty upon the earth;
the upright generation shall be blessed. r.
Wealth and riches shall be in his house;
his generosity shall endure forever.
Light shines through the darkness for the upright;
he is gracious and merciful and just. r.
Well for the man who is gracious and lends,
who conducts his affairs with justice;
He shall never be moved;
the just one shall be in everlasting remembrance. r.
Gospel Acclamation
See 2 Thessalonians 2:14
God has called us through the Gospel,
to possess the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 18:1-8
Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones
who call out to him day and night?
esus told his disciples a parable about the necessity for
them to pray always without becoming weary. He said,
“There was a judge in a certain town who neither feared God
nor respected any human being. And a widow in that town
used to come to him and say, ‘Render a just decision for me
against my adversary.’ For a long time the judge was unwilling, but eventually he thought, ‘While it is true that I neither
fear God nor respect any human being, because this widow
keeps bothering me I shall deliver a just decision for her lest
she finally come and strike me.’ ” The Lord said, “Pay attention to what the dishonest judge says. Will not God then
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secure the rights of his chosen ones who call out to him day
and night? Will he be slow to answer them? I tell you, he
will see to it that justice is done for them speedily. But when
the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Prayer over the Offerings
Most merciful God,
pour out your blessing upon these offerings
and confirm us in the faith
that Saint Josaphat professed by the shedding of his blood.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Matthew 10:39
Whoever loses his life for my sake, / will find it in
eternity, says the Lord.
Prayer after Communion
May this heavenly table, O Lord,
bestow on us a spirit of fortitude and peace,
so that, following Saint Josaphat’s example,
we may willingly spend our lives
working for the honor and unity of the Church.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
We Learned It as Children
Be “co-workers in the truth,” today’s first reading urges us. I
felt that way in 1968 when I marched in mourning and protest after the death of Martin Luther King Jr. And I felt that
way later when I worked in a diocesan office of mostly like-
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minded friends, each trying in his or her own way to encourage Catholics in eastern North Carolina by visiting food
pantries, migrant camps, and parish youth groups.
These days, I can’t look at the news or the internet without
hearing powerful voices—media, politicians, marketers—
who are co-workers in the lie. They lie for influence, for
power, for profit, or just for celebrity. And while many lies
are told, they are all just faces of one lie: the lie that we are
here on earth for ourselves alone. The unjust judge in today’s
Gospel is one of those liars, who “neither fears God nor respects any human being” . . . unless he is personally
threatened.
What is the truth? We learned it as children: We were
created to know, love, and serve God in this world, and to be
happy with God in the next. We know our Lord through Scripture and un-wearying prayer. We love and serve God through
loving and serving our brothers and sisters. And through
refusing to cooperate in the lie and calling liars to account.
Let us courageously and charitably call out the liars, joining with others who know, love, and serve our Lord, that
together we may answer the call to be co-workers in the truth.
Richard Reece
Richard Reece is a writer and retired magazine editor. He is former
editor-in-chief of Catholic Digest magazine and of NC Catholics,
the magazine for the Diocese of Raleigh.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
Psalm 133
How good and how pleasant it is,
when a family lives in unity!

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

It is like precious oil upon the head
running down upon the beard,
running down upon Aaron’s beard,
upon the collar of his robes;
Like the dew of Hermon, which runs down
on the mountains of Zion.
For there the Lord bestows a blessing:
life forever.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Romans 15:2-7
]et each of us please our neighbor for the good, for building up. For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is
written, “The insults of those who insult you fall upon me.”
For whatever was written previously was written for our
instruction, that by endurance and by the encouragement
of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to think in harmony
with one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus, that with
one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, for
the glory of God.
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Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)

Antiphon
Welcome one another just as Christ has welcomed you,
for the glory of God.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
God of reversals, you topple the mighty and strengthen the
weak. In faith we pray: r. Mighty God, hear our prayer.
Give patience, peace, and perseverance to those who
face transitions or life-changing circumstances in
their lives. r.
Open paths of possibility and opportunity for those
seeking employment or change. r.
Strengthen your Church’s attention to the needs of
young adults. r.
Our Father . . .
May the God of endurance and encouragement grant us
to think in harmony with one another through Christ
Jesus, that we may with one voice glorify God now and
always. Amen.
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Sunday, November 13

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
Psalm 148:1b-6, 14
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise the Lord in the heights.
Praise the Lord, all his angels;
praise the Lord, all his hosts.

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Praise the Lord, sun and moon;
praise the Lord, all shining stars.
Praise the Lord, highest heavens,
and the waters above the heavens.
Let them praise the name of the Lord,
who commanded, and they were created.
God established them forever and ever,
gave a law which shall not pass away.
The Lord exalts the strength of the people,
and is the praise of all the faithful,
the praise of the children of Israel,
of the people to whom our God is close.
Alleluia!
Glory to the Father . . .

Sophia of Jesus Christ by Lyuba Yatskiv.
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Scripture
Isaiah 24:21-23
n that day the Lord will punish / the host of the heavens in the heavens, / and the kings of the earth on the
earth. / They will be gathered together / like prisoners into
a pit; / They will be shut up in a dungeon, / and after many
days they will be punished. / Then the moon will blush /
and the sun be ashamed, / For the Lord of hosts will reign
/ on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, / glorious in the sight
of the elders.
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Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
By your perseverance you will secure your lives.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Creating God, you are the praise of all the faithful. In
confidence we pray: r. God, in your justice, hear our
prayer.
Attune our hearts and minds to the ways in which the
Holy Spirit is calling us as a Church in the twenty-first
century. r.
Awaken your Church to the needs of those who are
marginalized, socially excluded, or experiencing
poverty. r.
Enliven your Church in care of our common home and
just use of the earth’s resources. r.
Our Father . . .
May God be a light to those who dwell in darkness and
guide our feet into the way of peace, through Jesus our
Risen Lord. Amen.
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Mass

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Entrance Antiphon
Jeremiah 29:11, 12, 14
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of
affliction. / You will call upon me, and I will answer you, /
and I will lead back your captives from every place.
Gloria (p. 319)
Collect
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,
the constant gladness of being devoted to you,
for it is full and lasting happiness
to serve with constancy
the author of all that is good.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Malachi 3:19-20a
The sun of justice will shine on you.
o, the day is coming, blazing like an oven, / when all the
proud and all evildoers will be stubble, / and the day
that is coming will set them on fire, / leaving them neither
root nor branch, / says the Lord of hosts. / But for you who
fear my name, there will arise / the sun of justice with its
healing rays.
The word of the Lord.
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Responsorial Psalm
98:5-6, 7-8, 9
.
(cf.
9)
The
Lord
comes
to
rule
the
earth
with
justice.
r
Sing praise to the Lord with the harp,
with the harp and melodious song.
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With trumpets and the sound of the horn
sing joyfully before the King, the Lord. r.
Let the sea and what fills it resound,
the world and those who dwell in it;
let the rivers clap their hands,
the mountains shout with them for joy. r.
Before the Lord, for he comes,
for he comes to rule the earth;
he will rule the world with justice
and the peoples with equity. r.
A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to the
Thessalonians
3:7-12
If anyone is unwilling to work, neither should that one eat.
rothers and sisters: You know how one must imitate
us. For we did not act in a disorderly way among you,
nor did we eat food received free from anyone. On the contrary, in toil and drudgery, night and day we worked, so as
not to burden any of you. Not that we do not have the right.
Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a model for you,
so that you might imitate us. In fact, when we were with
you, we instructed you that if anyone was unwilling to work,
neither should that one eat. We hear that some are conducting themselves among you in a disorderly way, by not keeping busy but minding the business of others. Such people
we instruct and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to work quietly
and to eat their own food.
The word of the Lord.
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Gospel Acclamation
Stand erect and raise your heads
because your redemption is at hand.

Luke 21:28
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 21:5-19
By your perseverance you will secure your lives.
hile some people were speaking about how the
temple was adorned with costly stones and votive
offerings, Jesus said, “All that you see here—the days will
come when there will not be left a stone upon another stone
that will not be thrown down.”
Then they asked him, “Teacher, when will this happen?
And what sign will there be when all these things are about
to happen?” He answered, “See that you not be deceived,
for many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he,’ and ‘The
time has come.’ Do not follow them! When you hear of wars
and insurrections, do not be terrified; for such things must
happen first, but it will not immediately be the end.” Then
he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be powerful earthquakes,
famines, and plagues from place to place; and awesome
sights and mighty signs will come from the sky.
“Before all this happens, however, they will seize and
persecute you, they will hand you over to the synagogues
and to prisons, and they will have you led before kings and
governors because of my name. It will lead to your giving
testimony. Remember, you are not to prepare your defense
beforehand, for I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking
that all your adversaries will be powerless to resist or refute.
You will even be handed over by parents, brothers, relatives,
and friends, and they will put some of you to death. You
will be hated by all because of my name, but not a hair on
your head will be destroyed. By your perseverance you will
secure your lives.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
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Creed (p. 320)
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Prayer over the Offerings
Grant, O Lord, we pray,
that what we offer in the sight of your majesty
may obtain for us the grace of being devoted to you
and gain us the prize of everlasting happiness.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Psalm 73 (72):28
To be near God is my happiness, / to place my hope in
God the Lord.
Or:
Mark 11:23-24
Amen, I say to you: Whatever you ask in prayer, / believe
that you will receive, / and it shall be given to you, says
the Lord.
Prayer after Communion
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, O Lord,
that what your Son commanded us to do
in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
A Just and Merciful God
Though one must be exceedingly pure before appearing in
the sight of the All-Holy God, still I know that He is infinitely
just, and this very Justice which terrifies so many souls is the
source of all my confidence and joy. Justice is not only stern
severity towards the guilty; it takes account of the good inten-
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tion, and gives to virtue its reward. Indeed I hope as much
from the Justice of God as from His Mercy. It is because He
is just, that “He is compassionate and merciful, longsuffering,
and plenteous in mercy. For He knoweth our frame, He remembereth that we are dust. As a father hath compassion on
his children, so hath the Lord compassion on us” [Ps 103:8,
14, 13]. . . .
This, then, is what I think about the Justice of God; my
own way is all confidence and love, and I cannot understand
those souls who are afraid of so affectionate a Friend. Sometimes, when I read books in which perfection is put before
us with the goal obstructed by a thousand obstacles, my poor
little head is quickly fatigued. I close the learned treatise,
which tires my brain and dries up my heart, and I turn to the
Sacred Scriptures. Then all becomes clear and lightsome—a
single word opens out infinite vistas, perfection appears easy,
and I see that it is enough to acknowledge our nothingness,
and like children surrender ourselves into the Arms of the
Good God. Leaving to great and lofty minds the beautiful
books which I cannot understand, still less put in practice, I
rejoice in my littleness because “only little children and those
who are like them shall be admitted to the Heavenly banquet”
[cf. Matt 19:14].
St. Thérèse of Lisieux, Letters to Her Brother Missionaries
Thérèse of Lisieux (1873–1897), “The Little Flower of Jesus,” entered
a Carmelite convent at the age of fifteen. Pope John Paul II declared
her a Doctor of the Church in 1997.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 95:1-9
Come, let us ring out our joy to the Lord;
hail the rock who saves us.
Let us come before God giving thanks;
with songs of praise, let us hail the Lord.

A mighty God is the Lord,
a great king above all gods,
in whose hand are the depths of the earth,
and the heights of the mountains as well.
The sea belongs to God, who made it,
whose hand shaped the dry land as well.
O come; let us bow and bend low.
Let us kneel before the Lord who made us,
for the Lord is our God, and we
the people of the heavenly pasture,
the flock led by the almighty hand.
O that today you would heed God’s voice!
“Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
as on that day at Massah in the desert
when your ancestors put me to the test;
when they tried me, though they saw my work.”
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
2 Peter 3:3-7
now this first of all, that in the last days scoffers will
come [to] scoff, living according to their own desires
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and saying, “Where is the promise of his coming? From the
time when our ancestors fell asleep, everything has remained as it was from the beginning of creation.” They deliberately ignore the fact that the heavens existed of old and
earth was formed out of water and through water by the
word of God; through these the world that then existed was
destroyed, deluged with water. The present heavens and
earth have been reserved by the same word for fire, kept for
the day of judgment and of destruction of the godless.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)

Antiphon
For you who fear God’s name, the sun of justice will arise
with healing in his wings.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
Ever-living God, you are the author of all life. In faith we
pray: r. God of every blessing, hear our prayer.
Help us to stop the proliferation of nuclear and chemical
weapons and the escalation of violence. r.
Inspire deep listening among all the faithful as we
anticipate the Synod. r.
Give perseverance and encouragement to those who are
preparing for baptism or confirmation. r.
Our Father . . .
May God fill us with good zeal for living the Gospel and
for loving our neighbors as brothers and sisters in Christ.
Amen.

November 13–19
Thirty-Third Week in Ordinary Time

Within the Word
In Praise of God’s Creative Prowess
In the dystopian novel The Giver, an autocratic regime seeks
to control people’s experience of the world. One of the ways
they do this is through a drug that dulls the eye’s ability to
see color. They live in a drab gray world. But at a few key
moments in the book, color breaks through. A flash of red
hair. A shiny red apple. Suddenly, a whole new world seems
possible.
This vibrant flash of red in The Giver is one way to understand what’s happening in the weird, crazy book of Revelation. God gives a gift to John of Patmos: images, insights, and
scenarios that reveal a world we could never imagine on our
own. It’s not a prediction of the future but a glimpse of the
way things should be and a critique of how our world has
gone off the rails.
In Revelation 4 (Wednesday) God is wild, powerful, and
precious. Only the most powerful and precious things humans can imagine will work as analogies (fire, lightning,
thunder, emerald). At the same time, what emerges from that
power is a profound tranquility and peace. The sea, a source
of chaos and turmoil in the human world, surrounds God
like an infinity pool.
John first portrays God’s throne surrounded by thrones
of twenty-four elders. This seems like a hierarchical arrangement, with power flowing from God to select men. But as we
move into the second paragraph of the reading, John jolts the
reader by introducing four living creatures.
144
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John tells us that the four creatures are “in the center and
around the throne.” Covered with eyes, and with six wings
each, they look like a lion, calf, eagle, and a human. They are
the first to worship; they lead the humans in recognizing
God’s sovereignty. The elders follow their lead and praise God
for divine power and creative prowess.
What does this glimpse mean? What do the images convey? First, we might notice that the creatures represent all of
breathing creation: wild and domesticated, walking and flying, human and non-human. These creatures lead the elders
in praising God; they are the vanguards. John’s vision suggests
that God’s preferred reality does not start with humans at the
center; rather, they are one component of creation with no
overly special place.
Second, the creatures and the elders praise God for creation. In John’s world, in which Rome claimed control of the
universe and its leaders aped the divine, calling God “creator”
becomes a subversive counter-ideology. This is no less true
today, where modern empires and transnational corporations—and our complicity in their work—trample God’s gift
of creation. The root cause of our ecological problems is a
failure to put God at the center. Our destruction of the planet
boils down to idolatry.
While John’s Apocalypse seems bizarre and hard to understand, at its heart it is quite simple. Who is in control? God
or humans? Whom do we worship? God or ourselves? These
questions are as old as the Garden of Eden, yet as fresh as the
unprecedented snows in Athens.
—Micah D. Kiel
Micah D. Kiel is professor of theology at St. Ambrose University,
Davenport, Iowa. He is the author of Apocalyptic Ecology and
Reading the Bible in the Age of Francis.
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Monday, November 14

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
Psalm 127
If the Lord does not build the house,
in vain do its builders labor;
if the Lord does not guard the city,
in vain does the guard keep watch.

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

In vain is your earlier rising,
your going later to rest,
you who toil for the bread you eat,
when God pours gifts on his beloved while they slumber.
Yes, children are a gift from the Lord,
a reward, the fruit of the womb.
Like arrows in the hand of a warrior,
so are the children of one’s youth.
Blessed are the warriors
who have filled their quivers with these arrows!
They will have no cause for shame,
when they dispute with their foes in the gateways.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Tobit 5:10a
obiah went out to summon him, saying, “Young man,
my father is calling for you.” When Raphael entered
the house, Tobit greeted him first. He replied, “Joyful greetings to you!” Tobit answered, “What joy is left for me? Here
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I am, a blind man who cannot see the light of heaven, but
must remain in darkness, like the dead who no longer see
the light! Though alive, I am among the dead. I can hear
people’s voices, but I do not see them.” The young man said,
“Take courage! God’s healing is near; so take courage!”
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Lord, please let me see.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
All-loving God, to be near you is our happiness. Seeking
to follow you we pray: r. Fill us with the light of life,
O God.
Show us Christ in one another. r.
Deepen the bonds of love and respect between spouses
and within families. r.
Help us to end gun violence. r.
Our Father . . .
May God open our eyes to the deifying light and open
our ears to the Lord’s voice, by the power of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
Stanley Vishnewski

Catholic Worker (1916–1979)
Stanley Vishnewski, a “17-year-old Lithuanian kid from
Brooklyn,” joined the Catholic Worker in 1934, just months
after the publication of its first issue. He remained for 45 years,
until his death at 63 (though according to his longest-running
joke, he had still not decided whether he planned to stay).
The story of his arrival was steeped in legend. According to
one version, young Stanley first encountered Dorothy Day—
“a tired old lady” of 35—carrying a suitcase and a typewriter.
He offered assistance, “whereupon she fixed me with a glance
and said: ‘Follow me! I am about to start a newspaper.’ ”
In fact, his discovery of the Worker was much like that of
thousands of young people. He read a copy of the paper in a
library. “What I read there was an intimation of a glorious
world to come. To me the words . . . were an invitation and
a challenge to do something to bring about a better social
order based on the teachings of Christ.” Dorothy, who loved
Stanley like a son, liked to call him her “Knight for a Day.”
During World War II, Stanley spent time in a camp for
Catholic conscientious objectors. Otherwise, the role of prophetic activist was not for him. It was the personalist message
that appealed to Stanley: the recognition of Christ in one’s
neighbor. Most of all, he loved the life of community, to which
he contributed gifts of tolerance, good sense, and above all,
a famous sense of humor. He died on November 14, 1979.
His last words were, “It must have been the soup!”
“ ‘We need enthusiasm,’ said Peter Maurin [CW cofounder].
I was happy to hear this. I realized that the only talent I had to
offer was enthusiasm, enthusiasm, and still more enthusiasm.”
—Stanley Vishnewski
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Mass

Monday of the Thirty-Third Week in Ordinary Time
Entrance Antiphon
Jeremiah 29:11, 12, 14
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of
affliction. / You will call upon me, and I will answer you, /
and I will lead back your captives from every place.
Collect
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,
the constant gladness of being devoted to you,
for it is full and lasting happiness
to serve with constancy
the author of all that is good.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
A reading from the beginning of the Book of Revelation
1:1-4; 2:1-5

T

Realize how far you have fallen and repent.

he revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him,
to show his servants what must happen soon. He made
it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who gives
witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus
Christ by reporting what he saw. Blessed is the one who
reads aloud and blessed are those who listen to this prophetic message and heed what is written in it, for the appointed time is near.
John, to the seven churches in Asia: grace to you and
peace from him who is and who was and who is to come,
and from the seven spirits before his throne.
I heard the Lord saying to me: “To the angel of the
Church in Ephesus, write this:
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“ ‘The one who holds the seven stars in his right hand
and walks in the midst of the seven gold lampstands says
this: “I know your works, your labor, and your endurance,
and that you cannot tolerate the wicked; you have tested
those who call themselves Apostles but are not, and discovered that they are impostors. Moreover, you have endurance
and have suffered for my name, and you have not grown
weary. Yet I hold this against you: you have lost the love you
had at first. Realize how far you have fallen. Repent, and
do the works you did at first. Otherwise, I will come to you
and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you
repent.” ’ ”
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6
.
(Revelation
2:17)
Those
who
are
victorious
I will feed
r
from the tree of life.
Blessed the man who follows not
the counsel of the wicked
Nor walks in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the company of the insolent,
But delights in the law of the Lord
and meditates on his law day and night. r.
He is like a tree
planted near running water,
That yields its fruit in due season,
and whose leaves never fade.
Whatever he does, prospers. r.
Not so the wicked, not so;
they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
For the Lord watches over the way of the just,
but the way of the wicked vanishes. r.
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Gospel Acclamation
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.

John 8:12

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 18:35-43
What do you want me to do for you? Lord, please let me see.
sJesus approached Jericho a blind man was sitting by
the roadside begging, and hearing a crowd going by,
he inquired what was happening. They told him, “Jesus of
Nazareth is passing by.” He shouted, “Jesus, Son of David,
have pity on me!” The people walking in front rebuked him,
telling him to be silent, but he kept calling out all the more,
“Son of David, have pity on me!” Then Jesus stopped and
ordered that he be brought to him; and when he came near,
Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” He
replied, “Lord, please let me see.” Jesus told him, “Have
sight; your faith has saved you.” He immediately received
his sight and followed him, giving glory to God. When they
saw this, all the people gave praise to God.
The Gospel of the Lord.

A

Prayer over the Offerings
Grant, O Lord, we pray,
that what we offer in the sight of your majesty
may obtain for us the grace of being devoted to you
and gain us the prize of everlasting happiness.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Psalm 73 (72):28
To be near God is my happiness, / to place my hope in
God the Lord.
Or:
Mark 11:23-24
Amen, I say to you: Whatever you ask in prayer, / believe
that you will receive, / and it shall be given to you, says
the Lord.
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Prayer after Communion
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, O Lord,
that what your Son commanded us to do
in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
“Lost the Love”
I don’t know if Barbra Streisand ever sang a sadder song than
“You Don’t Bring Me Flowers.” The lyrics do not describe the
sudden stab of a breakup but rather the long heartache of
having slowly grown apart. Nothing happened, but everything is changed. The spark no longer burns. The light has
faded. “And you don’t bring me flowers anymore.”
Writing to the Church in Ephesus, the author of Revelation
commends his fellow Christians for their perseverance. He
acknowledges their labor, their vigilance, and their suffering.
They are doing everything right.
And yet, in a sharp indictment, he complains, “you have
lost the love you had at first” (Rev 2:4). How deeply those
words cut each of us. Whether it be the passion of the honey
moon, the fervor of first vows, the excitement of a new job,
or the commitment we made to our most recent resolution—
how far away have we grown from the love we had at first?
In the life of faith, we may be doing everything right—
saying our prayers, going to church, doing good, and avoiding
evil. But are we simply going through the motions? Are we
staying put in our relationship with God—not breaking up,
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just gradually growing apart? “You don’t bring me flowers /
You don’t sing me love songs . . .” Is this God’s lament?
Pray that we may remember and rekindle—in all areas of
our life, but particularly in our relationship with God—the
love we had at first.
Edward P. Hahnenberg
Edward P. Hahnenberg, PhD, is the author of several books,
including Theodore Hesburgh: Bridge Builder and Theology for
Ministry: An Introduction for Lay Ministers. He is the Breen
Chair in Catholic Theology at John Carroll University.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 93
The Lord is king, with majesty enrobed.
The Lord is robed with might,
and girded round about with power.

The world you made firm, not to be moved;
your throne has stood firm from of old.
From all eternity, O Lord, you are.
The floods have lifted up, O Lord,
the floods have lifted up their voice;
the floods have lifted up their thunder.
Greater than the roar of mighty waters,
mightier than the surgings of the sea,
the Lord is mighty on high.
Truly your decrees are to be trusted.
Holiness is fitting to your house,
O Lord, until the end of time.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Ephesians 4:15-16, 22b-24
]iving

the truth in love, we should grow in every way into
him who is the head, Christ, from whom the whole
body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, with the proper functioning of each part, brings
about the body’s growth and builds itself up in love.
[Y]ou should put away the old self of your former way
of life, corrupted through deceitful desires, and be renewed

L
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in the spirit of your minds, and put on the new self, created
in God’s way in righteousness and holiness of truth.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Repent, and do the works you did at first.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
God of majesty, in Jesus you teach us the ways of love.
Hear us as we pray: r. God, renew the spirit of our
minds and hearts.
Inspirit our leaders to uphold the dignity of human life
in every stage. r.
Give courage, insight, and steadfast love to
engaged couples. r.
Shower your tender care upon expectant mothers and
parents of young children. r.
Our Father . . .
May God equip us with every gift of the Spirit and
produce in us, through the power of Jesus Christ, every
good thing that is pleasing to the Lord. Amen.
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Tuesday, November 15

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 33:1-5, 18-22
Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you righteous;
for praise is fitting from the upright.
Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp;
with a ten-stringed lute sing songs to God.
O sing a song that is new;
play skillfully, with shouts of joy.
For the word of the Lord is upright,
and all God’s works to be trusted.
The Lord loves justice and right;
God’s faithful love fills the earth.
Behold, the eyes of the Lord
are on those who fear him,
who hope in God’s faithful love,
to rescue their soul from death,
to keep them alive in famine.
Our soul is waiting for the Lord,
our God, our help and our shield.
In you do our hearts find joy;
we trust in your holy name.
May your faithful love be upon us,
as we hope in you, O Lord.
Glory to the Father . . .
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Scripture
Proverbs 9:1-6
isdom has built her house, / she has set up her seven
columns; / She has prepared her meat, mixed her
wine, / yes, she has spread her table. / She has sent out her
maidservants; she calls / from the heights out over the city:
/ “Let whoever is naive turn in here; / to any who lack sense
I say, / Come, eat of my food, / and drink of the wine I have
mixed! / Forsake foolishness that you may live; / advance
in the way of understanding.”

W

Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Today I must stay at your house.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
God of wonderful deeds, all your works are to be trusted.
In faith we pray: r. God, give success to the work of our
hands and hearts.
For biblical scholars, theologians, translators, and
teachers, we pray: r.
For scientists, medical researchers, physicians, and
nurses, we pray: r.
For farmers, migrant workers, gardeners, and all who
work the land, we pray: r.
Our Father . . .
May the faithful love of God be upon us as we place all
our hope and trust in Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
Vinoba Bhave

Apostle of Nonviolence (1895–1982)
Vinoba Bhave was widely regarded as the spiritual heir of
Mahatma Gandhi. Born to a devout Brahmin family in
Bombay, he had wavered in his youth between pursuing the
life of a spiritual seeker or joining the resistance to British
colonial rule. The dilemma was resolved in 1916 when he met
Gandhi and found in him a model of holiness in the pursuit
of social transformation. He understood that Gandhi aimed
at something greater than independence from Britain—
nothing less than the kingdom of God.
In 1940 Gandhi selected Vinoba to initiate a campaign of
civil disobedience, resulting in his arrest and imprisonment
for five years. After Independence and Gandhi’s death in
1948, Vinoba vowed to carry on the struggle for the wider
goal, a nonviolent society dedicated to “the welfare of all.”
Through his travels he perceived that Independence meant
little for the majority of India’s rural poor. In 1951 he launched
the “Bhoodan” (land-gift) movement, appealing for contributions of land for the poor. The movement achieved surprising
success. By 1954 he had collected 2.5 million acres. His goal
was nothing less than a revolution of kindness.
Ultimately the movement foundered. The structures of
poverty were deeper than could be reached through Vinoba’s
appeals alone. If his effort was a heroic failure, it provided a
glimpse of a society organized around appeals to goodness
and solidarity rather than self-interest and greed. He died on
November 15, 1982.
“All revolutions are spiritual at the source. All my activities
have the sole purpose of achieving a union of hearts.”
—Vinoba Bhave
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Mass
Tuesday of the Thirty-Third Week in Ordinary Time
[St. Albert the Great, opt. memorial]

Entrance Antiphon
Jeremiah 29:11, 12, 14
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of
affliction. / You will call upon me, and I will answer you, /
and I will lead back your captives from every place.
Collect
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,
the constant gladness of being devoted to you,
for it is full and lasting happiness
to serve with constancy
the author of all that is good.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
3:1-6, 14-22
A reading from the Book of Revelation
If anyone hears my voice and opens the door,
I will enter his house and dine with him.
, John, heard the Lord saying to me: “To the angel of the
Church in Sardis, write this:
“ ‘The one who has the seven spirits of God and the seven
stars says this: “I know your works, that you have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead. Be watchful and
strengthen what is left, which is going to die, for I have not
found your works complete in the sight of my God. Remember then how you accepted and heard; keep it, and repent.
If you are not watchful, I will come like a thief, and you will
never know at what hour I will come upon you. However,
you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their
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garments; they will walk with me dressed in white, because
they are worthy.
“ ‘The victor will thus be dressed in white, and I will never
erase his name from the book of life but will acknowledge
his name in the presence of my Father and of his angels.
“ ‘Whoever has ears ought to hear what the Spirit says to
the churches.’ ”
“To the angel of the Church in Laodicea, write this:
“ ‘The Amen, the faithful and true witness, the source of
God’s creation, says this: “I know your works; I know that
you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either cold or
hot. So, because you are lukewarm, neither hot nor cold,
I will spit you out of my mouth. For you say, ‘I am rich and
affluent and have no need of anything,’ and yet do not
realize that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and
naked. I advise you to buy from me gold refined by fire so
that you may be rich, and white garments to put on so that
your shameful nakedness may not be exposed, and buy
ointment to smear on your eyes so that you may see. Those
whom I love, I reprove and chastise. Be earnest, therefore,
and repent.
“ ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears
my voice and opens the door, then I will enter his house
and dine with him, and he with me. I will give the victor
the right to sit with me on my throne, as I myself first won
the victory and sit with my Father on his throne.
“ ‘Whoever has ears ought to hear what the Spirit says to
the churches.’ ”
The word of the Lord.
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Responsorial Psalm
15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5
r. (Revelation 3:21) I will seat the victor beside me on my
throne.
He who walks blamelessly and does justice;
who thinks the truth in his heart
and slanders not with his tongue. r.
Who harms not his fellow man,
nor takes up a reproach against his neighbor;
By whom the reprobate is despised,
while he honors those who fear the Lord. r.
Who lends not his money at usury
and accepts no bribe against the innocent.
He who does these things
shall never be disturbed. r.
Gospel Acclamation
God loved us, and sent his Son
as expiation for our sins.

1 John 4:10b

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 19:1-10
The Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was lost.
t that time Jesus came to Jericho and intended to pass
through the town. Now a man there named Zacchaeus,
who was a chief tax collector and also a wealthy man, was
seeking to see who Jesus was; but he could not see him
because of the crowd, for he was short in stature. So he ran
ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus,
who was about to pass that way. When he reached the place,
Jesus looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, come down quickly,
for today I must stay at your house.” And he came down
quickly and received him with joy. When they saw this, they
began to grumble, saying, “He has gone to stay at the house
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of a sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord,
“Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the
poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone I shall
repay it four times over.” And Jesus said to him, “Today
salvation has come to this house because this man too is a
descendant of Abraham. For the Son of Man has come to
seek and to save what was lost.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Prayer over the Offerings
Grant, O Lord, we pray,
that what we offer in the sight of your majesty
may obtain for us the grace of being devoted to you
and gain us the prize of everlasting happiness.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Psalm 73 (72):28
To be near God is my happiness, / to place my hope in
God the Lord.
Or:
Mark 11:23-24
Amen, I say to you: Whatever you ask in prayer, / believe
that you will receive, / and it shall be given to you, says
the Lord.
Prayer after Communion
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, O Lord,
that what your Son commanded us to do
in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our Lord.
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Reflection
An Excess of Love
God is thirsty for the life of his creatures to be a life of beatitude. God loves life unceasingly. He continuously puts his
healing power into action to make it new. God redeems life
and puts it at the center as the most precious good. This is
what Jesus shows in every situation, when he welcomes the
discouraged, when he enters the door of the hopeless, when
he runs to reach the alienated. Jesus’ method is, first, to love
and to trust. Jesus presents a preliminary contract to no one.
For example, he does not say to Zacchaeus, “Listen, I am
willing to come to your house, but only if you do this, this,
and this.” The opposite is true. Jesus invites himself and announces. “Today I must stop at your house.” And it is because
he offers his love unconditionally that there is a jolt, that the
wall of separation is broken, that the logic of guilt or conflict
crumbles. But it was first necessary for him to make an investment of trust without conditions. It will not be a negotiation
that will save us. What saves us is an excess of love, a gift that
goes beyond all measure. It is this beatitude that saves us. It
is this amazement of love that makes us start again. It is not
an agreement or a deal; these things are good for business,
but no one is saved this way: sinners are not put back on their
feet; a child is not returned home; the infinite mercy of God
is not revealed. We needed a thirst able to snatch us from that
exile into which we had led our lives.
Cardinal José Tolentino Mendonça, Thirst
Cardinal José Tolentino Mendonça, a Portuguese theologian and
poet, is the Vatican archivist and librarian. His book Thirst is based
on a 2018 Lenten retreat for Pope Francis.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 119:33-40
Lord, teach me the way of your statutes,
and I will keep them to the end.
Grant me insight that I may keep your law,
and observe it wholeheartedly.
Guide me in the path of your commands,
for in them is my delight.
Bend my heart to your decrees,
and not to wrongful gain.
Turn my eyes from gazing on vanities;
in your way, give me life.
Fulfill your promise to your servant,
that you may be revered.
Turn away the taunts I dread,
for your decrees are good.
See, I long for your precepts;
give me life by your righteousness.
Glory to the Father . . .

Scripture
Hebrews 2:1-4
]e must attend all the more to what we have heard,
so that we may not be carried away. For if the word
announced through angels proved firm, and every transgression and disobedience received its just recompense,
how shall we escape if we ignore so great a salvation? Announced originally through the Lord, it was confirmed for
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us by those who had heard. God added his testimony by
signs, wonders, various acts of power, and distribution of
the gifts of the holy Spirit according to his will.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Be earnest and repent.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
Holy Wisdom, you call us to yourself. In wonder we pray:
r. Give us life by your righteousness, O God.
For transparency among religious and public officials
and an end to corruption and falsehood, we pray: r.
For rehabilitation of criminals and termination of the
death penalty, we pray: r.
For protection of the unborn and bountiful services for
pregnant women, we pray: r.
Our Father . . .
May God provide for our needs and enrich us with every
gift of the Holy Spirit, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Wednesday, November 16

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
Psalm 19:8-11
The law of the Lord is perfect;
it revives the soul.
The decrees of the Lord are steadfast;
they give wisdom to the simple.

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

The precepts of the Lord are right;
they gladden the heart.
The command of the Lord is clear;
it gives light to the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is pure,
abiding forever.
The judgments of the Lord are true;
they are, all of them, righteous.
They are more to be desired than gold,
than quantities of gold.
And sweeter are they than honey,
than honey flowing from the comb.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Isaiah 6:1-4
n the year King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a
high and lofty throne, with the train of his garment filling
the temple. Seraphim were stationed above; each of them
had six wings: with two they covered their faces, with two
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they covered their feet, and with two they hovered. One
cried out to the other: / “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of
hosts! / All the earth is filled with his glory!” / At the sound
of that cry, the frame of the door shook and the house was
filled with smoke.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Worthy are you, Lord our God, to receive glory and
honor and power.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Creator of the universe, you are the source of all life. In
faith we pray: r. God, in your wisdom, hear our prayer.
Deepen your Church’s love and action for the homeless
and the unemployable. r.
Give prudence, right judgment, and diplomacy to
national leaders. r.
Turn our hearts to forgiveness, and make your Church a
sign of reconciliation and unity. r.
Our Father . . .
May God steady our steps, answer our prayer, and
awaken us to the divine presence, by the power of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
St. Margaret of Scotland
Queen (1046–1093)

St. Margaret was one of the last members of the Anglo-Saxon
royal family. After the Norman Conquest in 1066, she and
her family took refuge in Scotland, where she found favor
with her host, King Malcolm. They married three years later
and enjoyed a happy marriage—happy as well for the nation,
for the queen used her influence to promote the virtues of
faith, charity, and justice. Malcolm honored her piety and
gave her free rein to promote the practice of Christianity in
his kingdom. Together they founded churches, monasteries,
hospices, and almshouses throughout the land.
Aside from works of charity, Margaret attended to the
institutional life of the Church. At her instigation the Church
in Scotland convened its first synod. Margaret played an important role in the discussions, sharing her interpretation of
Scripture as well as the principles of faith.
Margaret worked to curb the feuding and warlike proclivities of her people. But she could not prevent the frequent
recurrence of conflict between Scotland and England. In 1093
Malcolm and their eldest son were killed in battle. Margaret,
already on her deathbed, cried out: “I thank thee, Almighty
God, that in sending me so great an affliction in the last hour
of my life, thou wouldst purify me from my sins, as I hope,
by thy mercy.”
She died on November 16, 1093, was canonized in 1250,
and in 1673 was named patron of Scotland.
“So thoroughly did her outward bearing correspond with the
staidness of her character that it seemed as if she had been born
the pattern of a virtuous life.”
—Bishop Turgot, St. Margaret’s biographer
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Mass
Wednesday of the Thirty-Third Week in Ordinary Time
[St. Margaret of Scotland; St. Gertrude, opt. memorials]

Entrance Antiphon
Jeremiah 29:11, 12, 14
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of
affliction. / You will call upon me, and I will answer you, /
and I will lead back your captives from every place.
Collect
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,
the constant gladness of being devoted to you,
for it is full and lasting happiness
to serve with constancy
the author of all that is good.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
4:1-11
A reading from the Book of Revelation
Holy is the Lord God almighty, who was,
and who is, and who is to come.
, John, had a vision of an open door to heaven, and I heard
the trumpetlike voice that had spoken to me before, saying, “Come up here and I will show you what must happen
afterwards.” At once I was caught up in spirit. A throne was
there in heaven, and on the throne sat one whose appearance sparkled like jasper and carnelian. Around the throne
was a halo as brilliant as an emerald. Surrounding the
throne I saw twenty-four other thrones on which twentyfour elders sat, dressed in white garments and with gold
crowns on their heads. From the throne came flashes of
lightning, rumblings, and peals of thunder. Seven flaming
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torches burned in front of the throne, which are the seven
spirits of God. In front of the throne was something that
resembled a sea of glass like crystal.
In the center and around the throne, there were four
living creatures covered with eyes in front and in back. The
first creature resembled a lion, the second was like a calf,
the third had a face like that of a man, and the fourth looked
like an eagle in flight. The four living creatures, each of them
with six wings, were covered with eyes inside and out. Day
and night they do not stop exclaiming: / “Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord God almighty, / who was, and who is, and who
is to come.” / Whenever the living creatures give glory and
honor and thanks to the one who sits on the throne, who
lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before the one who sits on the throne and worship him, who
lives forever and ever. They throw down their crowns before
the throne, exclaiming: / “Worthy are you, Lord our God,
/ to receive glory and honor and power, / for you created
all things; / because of your will they came to be and
were created.”
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6
.
(1b)
Holy,
holy,
holy
Lord,
mighty
God!
r
Praise the Lord in his sanctuary,
praise him in the firmament of his strength.
Praise him for his mighty deeds,
praise him for his sovereign majesty. r.
Praise him with the blast of the trumpet,
praise him with lyre and harp,
Praise him with timbrel and dance,
praise him with strings and pipe. r.
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Praise him with sounding cymbals,
praise him with clanging cymbals.
Let everything that has breath
praise the Lord! Alleluia. r.
Gospel Acclamation
See John 15:16
I chose you from the world,
to go and bear fruit that will last, says the Lord.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 19:11-28
Why did you not put my money in a bank?
hile people were listening to Jesus speak, he proceeded to tell a parable because he was near Jerusalem
and they thought that the Kingdom of God would appear
there immediately. So he said, “A nobleman went off to a
distant country to obtain the kingship for himself and then
to return. He called ten of his servants and gave them ten
gold coins and told them, ‘Engage in trade with these until
I return.’ His fellow citizens, however, despised him and sent
a delegation after him to announce, ‘We do not want this
man to be our king.’ But when he returned after obtaining
the kingship, he had the servants called, to whom he had
given the money, to learn what they had gained by trading.
The first came forward and said, ‘Sir, your gold coin has
earned ten additional ones.’ He replied, ‘Well done, good
servant! You have been faithful in this very small matter;
take charge of ten cities.’ Then the second came and reported, ‘Your gold coin, sir, has earned five more.’ And to
this servant too he said, ‘You, take charge of five cities.’ Then
the other servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your gold coin;
I kept it stored away in a handkerchief, for I was afraid of
you, because you are a demanding man; you take up what
you did not lay down and you harvest what you did not
plant.’ He said to him, ‘With your own words I shall con-
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demn you, you wicked servant. You knew I was a demanding
man, taking up what I did not lay down and harvesting what
I did not plant; why did you not put my money in a bank?
Then on my return I would have collected it with interest.’
And to those standing by he said, ‘Take the gold coin from
him and give it to the servant who has ten.’ But they said to
him, ‘Sir, he has ten gold coins.’ He replied, ‘I tell you, to
everyone who has, more will be given, but from the one
who has not, even what he has will be taken away. Now as
for those enemies of mine who did not want me as their
king, bring them here and slay them before me.’ ”
After he had said this, he proceeded on his journey up
to Jerusalem.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Prayer over the Offerings
Grant, O Lord, we pray,
that what we offer in the sight of your majesty
may obtain for us the grace of being devoted to you
and gain us the prize of everlasting happiness.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Psalm 73 (72):28
To be near God is my happiness, / to place my hope in
God the Lord.
Or:
Mark 11:23-24
Amen, I say to you: Whatever you ask in prayer, / believe
that you will receive, / and it shall be given to you, says
the Lord.
Prayer after Communion
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, O Lord,
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that what your Son commanded us to do
in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
Aflame with Love
Peter Maurin, cofounder of the Catholic Worker movement,
was a servant of God who did not “hide his talents in a handkerchief.” Maurin is best known for his “Easy Essays,” pithy,
succinct speeches that distilled lofty ideas of philosophy, economics, and theology into easily understandable images. In
one essay, Maurin called Catholics to “Blow the dynamite of
the Church.” This was no call to violence. Rather, Maurin
said, Catholics’ desire to assimilate to the world was stifling
the revolutionary good news of Christ.
Christ, like the king in today’s Gospel, is unpopular. So,
we keep our faith private and try to blend in. We keep the
treasures of the kingdom to ourselves. But “wrapped in a
handkerchief,” our faith cannot set the world aflame for
Christ.
Risk is an essential element of love. The master gives his
stewards a risky task: to multiply his fortune in an unfriendly
land. Christ puts himself in the Church’s hands—he takes a
risk on us. How often do we avoid risk and hide what we
should proclaim?
Maurin believed the Gospel is powerful enough to remake
the world, “to create a new society in the shell of the old.” Our
lives and talents spent in love of God through love of neighbor can remake the world into the image and likeness of the
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kingdom of God on earth as it is in heaven. That love can
explode the shell of the old world and usher in the new, heavenly kingdom where all praise the Lord of Love.
Renée Darline Roden
Renée Darline Roden is a writer and playwright in New York City.
She holds degrees in theology from the University of Notre Dame
and an MS in journalism from Columbia University.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
Psalm 119:41-48
Lord, let your love come upon me,
the salvation you have promised.
I shall answer those who taunt me,
for I trust in your word.

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Never take the word of truth from my mouth,
for I hope in your decrees.
I shall always keep your law,
forever and ever.
I shall walk on a spacious plain,
for I seek your precepts.
I will speak of your decrees before rulers,
and not be abashed.
In your commands I have found my delight;
these I have loved.
I reach out to your commands, which I love,
and ponder your statutes.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Galatians 6:7-10
ake no mistake: God is not mocked, for a person will
reap only what he sows, because the one who sows for
his flesh will reap corruption from the flesh, but the one
who sows for the spirit will reap eternal life from the spirit.
Let us not grow tired of doing good, for in due time we shall
reap our harvest, if we do not give up. So then, while we
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have the opportunity, let us do good to all, but especially to
those who belong to the family of the faith.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Well done, good and faithful servant!
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
God of lasting love, you establish us in goodness and
mercy by the power of your Spirit. In confidence we pray:
r. God, in your love, hear our prayer.
Give peace and consolation to those who grieve the death
of a child, parent, or loved one. r.
Safeguard countries that are vulnerable to war, and
prosper negotiations for peace among nations. r.
Protect the elderly and vulnerable from theft, fraud,
and abuse. r.
Our Father . . .
May God uphold us by grace and strengthen us for doing
good, through Jesus our resurrection and life. Amen.

177

Thursday, November 17

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
Psalm 15
Lord, who may abide in your tent,
and dwell on your holy mountain?

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Whoever walks without fault;
who does what is righteous,
and speaks with heartfelt truth.
Whoever does not slander with the tongue;
who does no wrong to a neighbor,
who casts no slur on a friend,
who looks with scorn on the wicked,
but honors those who fear the Lord.
Whoever keeps an oath, whatever the cost,
who lends no money at interest,
and accepts no bribes against the innocent.
Such a one shall never be shaken.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Isaiah 53:7b-8, 10
ike a lamb led to slaughter / or a sheep silent before shearers, / he did not open his mouth. / Seized and condemned, he was taken away. / Who would have thought any
more of his destiny? / For he was cut off from the land of
the living, / struck for the sins of his people. / But it was the
Lord’s will to crush him with pain. / By making his life as
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a reparation offering, / he shall see his offspring, shall
lengthen his days, / and the Lord’s will shall be accomplished through him.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
The four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell
down before the Lamb.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
God of truth, you honor those who fear you. In company
with St. Elizabeth we pray: r. God of wisdom, renew
our spirits.
Inspire us to pray for the Spirit’s guidance and to voice
our hopes for the upcoming Synod. r.
Help us to be patient with one another as we deal with the
effects of the pandemic. r.
Strengthen and heal those who are hospitalized,
recovering from surgery, or undergoing treatment for
illness. r.
Our Father . . .
May God fortify our hearts in faith and lead us along the
ways of love and peace, through Jesus, the Wisdom of
God.
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Blessed Among Us
St. Gregory the Wonderworker
Bishop (213–270)

St. Gregory was born to a prosperous pagan family in Neocaesarea in Pontus (in present-day Turkey). After the death
of his father, when Gregory was fourteen, he traveled to
Caesarea in Palestine, where he intended to study law. Instead, he was drawn to study with Origen, the great theologian, who had established a thriving school. Origen taught
that in the work of all philosophers and poets, whatever was
true pointed toward God. Gregory remained with him for
several years and was eventually baptized.
Upon his return to Neocaesarea, where he intended to
resume his studies of law, he was instead appointed bishop.
There were at the time only seventeen Christians in the city.
Nevertheless, Gregory proved a wise and holy pastor. It was
during these years that his reputed miracles earned him the
title “Wonderworker.” In one case, for instance, his prayers
dried up a lake that had been the subject of a dispute between
feuding brothers. In another, he moved an enormous rock
(in later stories, this became a mountain) that stood in the
way of a proposed church.
During a time of persecution, Gregory and his deacon fled
to a remote mountain. Soldiers who followed in pursuit reported that they had found only “two trees.” This deliverance
added another “wonder” to his legend. Years later, as he lay
dying, Gregory asked how many pagans remained in Neocaesarea. The answer was seventeen, the same as the number
of Christians at the start of his ministry.
“Such were [St. Gregory’s] signs and wonders that both friends
and enemies of the truth looked on him as another Moses.”
—St. Basil
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Mass
St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Memorial
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Matthew 25:34, 36, 40
Come, you blessed of my Father, says the Lord: / I was
sick, and you visited me. / Amen, I say to you: Whatever
you did / for one of the least of my brethren you did it
for me.
Or:
Psalm 112 (111):9
Open-handed, he gives to the poor; / his justice stands
firm for ever. / His might shall be exalted in glory.
Collect
O God, by whose gift Saint Elizabeth of Hungary
recognized and revered Christ in the poor,
grant, through her intercession,
that we may serve with unfailing charity
the needy and those afflicted.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
5:1-10
A reading from the Book of Revelation
The Lamb that was slain purchased us
with his Blood from every nation.
, John, saw a scroll in the right hand of the one who sat
on the throne. It had writing on both sides and was sealed
with seven seals. Then I saw a mighty angel who proclaimed
in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break
its seals?” But no one in heaven or on earth or under the
earth was able to open the scroll or to examine it. I shed
many tears because no one was found worthy to open the
scroll or to examine it. One of the elders said to me, “Do
not weep. The lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David,
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has triumphed, enabling him to open the scroll with its
seven seals.”
Then I saw standing in the midst of the throne and the
four living creatures and the elders a Lamb that seemed to
have been slain. He had seven horns and seven eyes; these
are the seven spirits of God sent out into the whole world.
He came and received the scroll from the right hand of the
one who sat on the throne. When he took it, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the
Lamb. Each of the elders held a harp and gold bowls filled
with incense, which are the prayers of the holy ones. They
sang a new hymn: / “Worthy are you to receive the scroll /
and break open its seals, / for you were slain and with your
Blood you purchased for God / those from every tribe and
tongue, people and nation. / You made them a kingdom
and priests for our God, / and they will reign on earth.”
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b
r. (Revelation 5:10) The Lamb has made us a kingdom of
priests to serve our God. or: r. Alleluia.
Sing to the Lord a new song
of praise in the assembly of the faithful.
Let Israel be glad in their maker,
let the children of Zion rejoice in their king. r.
Let them praise his name in the festive dance,
let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.
For the Lord loves his people,
and he adorns the lowly with victory. r.
Let the faithful exult in glory;
let them sing for joy upon their couches;
Let the high praises of God be in their throats.
This is the glory of all his faithful. Alleluia. r.
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Gospel Acclamation
If today you hear his voice,
harden not your hearts.

Psalm 95:8

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 19:41-44
If you only knew what makes for peace.
sJesus drew near Jerusalem, he saw the city and wept
over it, saying, “If this day you only knew what makes
for peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. For the days
are coming upon you when your enemies will raise a palisade against you; they will encircle you and hem you in on
all sides. They will smash you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave one stone upon
another within you because you did not recognize the time
of your visitation.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

A

Prayer over the Offerings
Receive, O Lord, the offerings of your people,
and grant that we, who celebrate
your Son’s work of boundless charity,
may, by the example of blessed Saint Elizabeth,
be confirmed in love of you and of our neighbor.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Cf. John 15:13
Greater love has no one / than to lay down his life for his
friends.
Or:
Cf. John 13:35
This is how all will know that you are my disciples: / if
you have love for one another, says the Lord.
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Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, O Lord,
that we, who are renewed by these sacred mysteries,
may follow the example of blessed Saint Elizabeth,
who honored you with tireless devotion
and, by surpassing charity, was of service to your people.
Through Christ our Lord.
Or:
Having fed upon the delights of the Sacrament of
salvation, O Lord,
we humbly implore your faithful love,
that, imitating, by your grace, the charity of blessed
Saint Elizabeth,
we may also be made partakers with her in glory.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
What Makes for Peace
Asylum seekers. Rising temperatures. Racial injustice. Empowered autocrats. Economic inequity. The coronavirus. It
is not just in Jesus’ time that the knowledge of what makes
for peace was hidden from the human eye. We can be as blind
as any ancient resident of the Holy City.
Ours is a blindness of two kinds. We turn away, refuse to
give these and other crises our attention. It is a blindness of
TikTok videos and Wordle and Vrbo snooping and scrolling
until the nerves in our fingers throb at precisely the place
where they touch the screen. Until what makes for peace is
hidden because nothing troubling is seen.
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Conversely, we can be blinded to crises by clinging to
them—more precisely, clinging to our plans for resolving
them and to our anger at a world that refuses to see things
as we do. In this blindness we believe that everything would
be better if just this change were made, if only others would
listen. In such pride-blindness, what makes for peace is hidden . . . from others, perhaps, but not from us chosen few.
Jesus weeps over us today just as he wept over Jerusalem:
because we fail to see what makes for peace. And what makes
for peace is the same thing now as it was then: love unto
death. The suffering of the servant. The crucified One.
That the cross makes for peace remains a scandal now as
before. The question is whether we—who call ourselves
Christians—will have the courage and humility to worthily
imitate the Lord of Love and Prince of Peace.
Fr. Paddy Gilger
Patrick Gilger, SJ, is assistant professor of sociology at Loyola
University Chicago and contributing editor for culture at
America Media.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 96:1-6, 11-13
O sing a new song to the Lord;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
O sing to the Lord; bless God’s name.
Proclaim divine salvation day by day.
Tell among the nations God’s glory,
divine wonders among all the peoples.

For the Lord is great and highly to be praised,
to be feared above all gods.
For the idols of the nations are naught.
It was the Lord who made the heavens.
Greatness and splendor abound in God’s presence,
strength and honor in the holy place.
Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad;
let the sea and all within it thunder praise.
Let the field and all it bears rejoice.
Then all the trees of the wood will shout for joy
at the presence of the Lord who comes;
God comes to judge the earth.
The Lord will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with faithfulness.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
1 Peter 1:17-21
ow if you invoke as Father him who judges impartially
according to each one’s works, conduct yourselves with
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reverence during the time of your sojourning, realizing that
you were ransomed from your futile conduct, handed on
by your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or
gold but with the precious blood of Christ as of a spotless
unblemished lamb. He was known before the foundation
of the world but revealed in the final time for you, who
through him believe in God who raised him from the dead
and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)

Antiphon
With his blood Christ purchased for God those from
every tribe and tongue.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
God of every grace and blessing, in your greatness you
are highly to be praised. In hope we pray: r. Show us
mercy, God.
Your deeds invite song: accept our gratitude for your gifts
and blessings. r.
Your wonders show forth your glory: open our eyes to the
beauty of the natural world. r.
Your creation thunders your praise: inspire and assist
efforts to stop the pollution of water and air. r.
Our Father . . .
May the love of God live in us and be perfected in us
through Jesus, by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Friday, November 18

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
Psalm 27:7-10, 13-14
O Lord, hear my voice when I call;
have mercy and answer me.
Of you my heart has spoken,
“Seek the face of God.”

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

It is your face, O Lord, that I seek;
hide not your face from me.
Dismiss not your servant in anger;
you have been my help.
Do not abandon or forsake me,
O God, my Savior!
Though father and mother forsake me,
the Lord will receive me.
I believe I shall see the goodness of the Lord
in the land of the living.
Wait for the Lord; be strong;
be stouthearted, and wait for the Lord!
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Ezekiel 2:9; 3:1-4
t was then I saw a hand stretched out to me; in it was a
written scroll.
He said to me: Son of man, eat what you find here: eat
this scroll, then go, speak to the house of Israel. So I opened
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my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. Son of man, he
said to me, feed your stomach and fill your belly with this
scroll I am giving you. I ate it, and it was as sweet as honey
in my mouth. Then he said to me, Son of man, go now to
the house of Israel, and speak my words to them.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
You must prophesy for many peoples, nations, languages
and kings.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Provident God, you supply us with all that we need. We
humbly pray: r. God, in your justice, hear our prayer.
Inspire preachers, teachers, missionaries, and all who
proclaim your Word. r.
Prosper charities, emergency assistance programs, and
nonprofits in their work to provide for the poor. r.
Unite leaders and citizens in efforts to address the root
causes of poverty and racial inequalities. r.
Our Father . . .
May God bless us with peace and guide us to channel the
love of Jesus into the world through our vocation and
gifts, by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
St. Hilda of Whitby
Abbess (ca. 610–680)

St. Hilda was one of the great lights of the early Anglo-Saxon
Church. The great niece of St. Edwin, king of Northumbria,
she was baptized by the missionary St. Paulinus when she
was thirteen. While her early life was spent in secular activities, she eventually decided to “serve God alone.” After spending time in a number of monasteries in East Anglia, she
returned home to found a new monastery at Whitby. This
would remain her home for the rest of her life; under her
leadership it would become an important center for the
spread of the Christian faith in England.
Whitby was a “double monastery,” including both men
and women who lived separately, gathering together to chant
the Office. Hilda set a standard for holiness, wisdom, and
scholarship. She served as a gifted spiritual director, and five
of her monks went on to become bishops. Through her example, as her biographer St. Bede wrote, Hilda promoted
“the observance of righteousness, mercy, purity, and other
virtues, but especially in peace and charity.” In her monastery
“no one was rich or poor.”
Whitby was chosen in 664 as the site of an important
Church synod to resolve tensions between the Roman model
of episcopal authority and the more monastic model characteristic of the Celtic Church. Hilda favored the latter, but the
synod decided otherwise. Her last years were spent in illness.
She counseled her flock “to serve God rightly when in health,
and to render thanks to him faithfully when in trouble or
bodily weakness.” She died on November 17, 680.
“All that knew her called her mother.”

—St. Bede
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Mass

Friday of the Thirty-Third Week in Ordinary Time
[The Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints Peter and Paul;
St. Rose Philippine Duchesne, opt. memorials]

Entrance Antiphon
Jeremiah 29:11, 12, 14
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of
affliction. / You will call upon me, and I will answer you, /
and I will lead back your captives from every place.
Collect
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,
the constant gladness of being devoted to you,
for it is full and lasting happiness
to serve with constancy
the author of all that is good.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
10:8-11
A reading from the Book of Revelation
I took the small scroll and swallowed it.
, John, heard a voice from heaven speak to me. Then the
voice spoke to me and said: “Go, take the scroll that lies
open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea
and on the land.” So I went up to the angel and told him to
give me the small scroll. He said to me, “Take and swallow
it. It will turn your stomach sour, but in your mouth it will
taste as sweet as honey.” I took the small scroll from the
angel’s hand and swallowed it. In my mouth it was like sweet
honey, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour.
Then someone said to me, “You must prophesy again about
many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings.”
The word of the Lord.
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Responsorial Psalm
119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131
r. (103a) How sweet to my taste is your promise!
In the way of your decrees I rejoice,
as much as in all riches. r.
Yes, your decrees are my delight;
they are my counselors. r.
The law of your mouth is to me more precious
than thousands of gold and silver pieces. r.
How sweet to my palate are your promises,
sweeter than honey to my mouth! r.
Your decrees are my inheritance forever;
the joy of my heart they are. r.
I gasp with open mouth
in my yearning for your commands. r.
Gospel Acclamation
My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord;
I know them, and they follow me.

John 10:27

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 19:45-48
You have made it a den of thieves.
esus entered the temple area and proceeded to drive
out those who were selling things, saying to them, “It
is written, My house shall be a house of prayer, but you have
made it a den of thieves.” And every day he was teaching in
the temple area. The chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the people, meanwhile, were seeking to put him to
death, but they could find no way to accomplish their purpose because all the people were hanging on his words.
The Gospel of the Lord.
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Prayer over the Offerings
Grant, O Lord, we pray,
that what we offer in the sight of your majesty
may obtain for us the grace of being devoted to you
and gain us the prize of everlasting happiness.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Psalm 73 (72):28
To be near God is my happiness, / to place my hope in
God the Lord.
Or:
Mark 11:23-24
Amen, I say to you: Whatever you ask in prayer, / believe
that you will receive, / and it shall be given to you, says
the Lord.
Prayer after Communion
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, O Lord,
that what your Son commanded us to do
in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
Hanging on His Words
Earlier in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus began his ministry in his hometown synagogue. Reading aloud from the prophet Isaiah, he
declared his mission: “to bring glad tidings to the poor . . .
to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to
the blind, to let the oppressed go free” (Luke 4:18). The people
were impressed and amazed. Until very quickly they weren’t.
It infuriated them that God’s salvation would reach so far and
wide. They drove Jesus out of town. And step-by-step, place-
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by-place, Jesus journeyed to Jerusalem—“mission creep” in
a positive sense.
After entering his destination city—riding on a donkey, no
more—Jesus makes his way to the temple area and discovers
the negative side of mission creep. Isaiah is on his mind again:
My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples (Isa
56:7). In Isaiah’s vision, all are welcome. Even foreigners are
ministers of the Lord if they love God, keep holy the Sabbath,
hold fast to the covenant (56:3-12). This would not have been
lost on “the chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the
people.” Driving Jesus out of town is no longer their aim. They
want him dead, no less. But by this time, all the people were
hanging on his words. For the leaders, this was a problem.
But it must have left Jesus with confidence that his mission
would live on—that as he would hang on a cross on the summit of Calvary, his followers would hang on his every word.
They would know that to “do this in memory of me” would
mean to eat the bread and drink the cup—and always, always
to be people of prayer, people who listen to and love the Word.
The Second Vatican Council memorably teaches that the
Eucharist is the “source and summit of the Christian life”
(Lumen Gentium, 11). But also, and importantly: “The liturgy
of the word and the eucharistic liturgy are so closely connected with each other that they form but one single act of
worship” (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 56). We would be a poor
people indeed—a starving people—were we not fed at the
Table of the Word before approaching the Table of the Eucharist. Together, they form us and feed us and send us. To
what end this mission? To loving service of the lost and the
least. To the ends of the earth. Because Christ’s dear ones are
hanging in the balance. We have his word on it.
Mary Stommes
Mary Stommes is an oblate of St. Benedict and the editor of
Give Us This Day.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
Psalm 40:2-6
I waited, I waited for the Lord,
and God stooped down to me,
having heard my cry.

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

The Lord drew me from the deadly pit,
from the miry clay.
God set my feet upon a rock,
made my footsteps firm.
The Lord put a new song into my mouth,
praise of our God.
Many shall see and fear
and shall trust in the Lord.
Blessed are they who have placed
their trust in the Lord,
and do not turn to the proud
who follow false gods.
How many are the wonders and designs
that you have worked for us, O Lord my God;
you have no equal.
Should I wish to proclaim or speak of them,
they would be more than I can tell!
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Romans 10:9-13
]f you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
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you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is
justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.
For the scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be
put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, enriching all who call
upon him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved.”
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
My house is a house of prayer for all peoples.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
God of abundance, you lavish us with your love and save
us through Jesus Christ. In trust we pray: r. Creating
God, restore us to yourself.
Renew the energy and spirits of those who work in
education and health care. r.
Send your ready help to children and adolescents who
suffer depression or suicidal thoughts. r.
Reinvigorate all who have suffered financial or personal
loss in the pandemic. r.
Our Father . . .
May the enduring presence of God be with us and give us
rest, in Jesus our peace. Amen.
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Saturday, November 19

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
Psalm 135:1-6, 13-14
Alleluia!

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Praise the name of the Lord;
give praise, O servants of the Lord,
who stand in the house of the Lord,
in the courts of the house of our God.
Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good.
Sing a psalm to God’s name, who is gracious.
For the Lord has chosen Jacob,
and Israel as a treasured possession.
For I know that the Lord is great,
that our Lord is high above all gods.
Whatever the Lord wills is accomplished,
in heaven, and on earth,
in the seas, and in all the depths.
Lord, your name stands forever,
your renown, Lord, from age to age.
For the Lord will vindicate this people
and take pity on God’s servants.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Zechariah 4:1-2a, 11-14
hen the angel who spoke with me returned and aroused
me, like one awakened from sleep. He said to me,
“What do you see?”
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I then asked him, “What are these two olive trees, on the
right of the lampstand and on its left?” A second time I
asked, “What are the two streams from the olive trees that
pour out golden oil through two taps of gold?” He said to
me, “Do you not know what these are?” I answered, “No,
my lord.” Then he said, “These are the two anointed ones
who stand by the Lord of the whole earth.”
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
See my two witnesses: the two olive trees that stand in the
presence of the Lord.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Creator of heaven and earth, you are the God of our
salvation. In hope we pray: r. May your will be done,
O God.
You vindicate the poor: help us to do justice for those
afflicted by poverty or war. r.
You watch over the needy: turn our hearts toward those
who lack adequate food, shelter, water, or education. r.
You take pity on your servants: relieve those who are
working on the front lines of the pandemic. r.
Our Father . . .
May God bless us and deepen our hearts in faith, hope,
and love, through Christ and by the working of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
St. Mechtild of Hackeborn
Mystic (ca. 1241–1298)

St. Mechtild was one of a trio of extraordinary mystics, including St. Gertrude the Great and St. Mechthild of Magdeburg, who inhabited the same Benedictine convent in Saxony
in the late thirteenth century. She entered the convent of
Helfta when she was seven. Her first mystical vision occurred
while receiving communion. Christ appeared to her, held her
hands, and left his imprint on her heart “like a seal in wax.”
Christ furthermore presented his own heart to her in the
form of a cup and said, “By my heart you will praise me always; go, offer to all the saints the drink of life from my heart
that they may be happily inebriated with it.”
Mechtild had a great devotion to the humanity of Christ,
for this humanity was the “door” by which human beings and
all creation entered into union with divinity. In one vision
she perceived that “the smallest details of creation are reflected in the Holy Trinity by means of the humanity of
Christ, because it is from the same earth that produced them
that Christ drew his humanity.”
As a result of her visions, Mechtild wielded tremendous
authority within her community and beyond. She was regarded as a prophet, teacher, and counselor, “a tender mother
of the unfortunate by her continual prayers, her zealous instruction, and her consolations.” Her teachings and visions
were carefully recorded by her spiritual daughter and lifelong
friend St. Gertrude, in a work entitled The Book of Special
Grace. She died on November 19, 1298.
“She gave teaching with such abundance that such a one has
never been seen in the monastery and we fear, alas, will never
be seen again.”
—St. Gertrude, on her teacher St. Mechtild
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Mass
Saturday of the Thirty-Third Week in Ordinary Time
Entrance Antiphon
Jeremiah 29:11, 12, 14
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of
affliction. / You will call upon me, and I will answer you, /
and I will lead back your captives from every place.
Collect
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,
the constant gladness of being devoted to you,
for it is full and lasting happiness
to serve with constancy
the author of all that is good.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
11:4-12
A reading from the Book of Revelation
These two prophets tormented the inhabitants of the earth.
, John, heard a voice from heaven speak to me: Here are
my two witnesses: These are the two olive trees and the
two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. If
anyone wants to harm them, fire comes out of their mouths
and devours their enemies. In this way, anyone wanting to
harm them is sure to be slain. They have the power to close
up the sky so that no rain can fall during the time of their
prophesying. They also have power to turn water into blood
and to afflict the earth with any plague as often as they wish.
When they have finished their testimony, the beast that
comes up from the abyss will wage war against them and
conquer them and kill them. Their corpses will lie in the
main street of the great city, which has the symbolic names
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“Sodom” and “Egypt,” where indeed their Lord was crucified. Those from every people, tribe, tongue, and nation will
gaze on their corpses for three and a half days, and they will
not allow their corpses to be buried. The inhabitants of the
earth will gloat over them and be glad and exchange gifts
because these two prophets tormented the inhabitants of
the earth. But after the three and a half days, a breath of life
from God entered them. When they stood on their feet, great
fear fell on those who saw them. Then they heard a loud
voice from heaven say to them, “Come up here.” So they
went up to heaven in a cloud as their enemies looked on.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
r. (1b) Blessed be the Lord, my Rock!

144:1, 2, 9-10

Blessed be the Lord, my rock,
who trains my hands for battle, my fingers for war. r.
My mercy and my fortress,
my stronghold, my deliverer,
My shield, in whom I trust,
who subdues my people under me. r.
O God, I will sing a new song to you;
with a ten-stringed lyre I will chant your praise,
You who give victory to kings,
and deliver David, your servant from the evil sword. r.
Gospel Acclamation
See 2 Timothy 1:10
Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed death
and brought life to light through the Gospel.
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 20:27-40
He is not God of the dead, but of the living.
ome Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection, came forward and put this question to Jesus,
saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us, If someone’s brother
dies leaving a wife but no child, his brother must take the
wife and raise up descendants for his brother. Now there
were seven brothers; the first married a woman but died
childless. Then the second and the third married her, and
likewise all the seven died childless. Finally the woman also
died. Now at the resurrection whose wife will that woman
be? For all seven had been married to her.” Jesus said to
them, “The children of this age marry and remarry; but
those who are deemed worthy to attain to the coming age
and to the resurrection of the dead neither marry nor are
given in marriage. They can no longer die, for they are like
angels; and they are the children of God because they are
the ones who will rise. That the dead will rise even Moses
made known in the passage about the bush, when he called
‘Lord’ the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob; and he is not God of the dead, but of the living,
for to him all are alive.” Some of the scribes said in reply,
“Teacher, you have answered well.” And they no longer
dared to ask him anything.
The Gospel of the Lord.

S

Prayer over the Offerings
Grant, O Lord, we pray,
that what we offer in the sight of your majesty
may obtain for us the grace of being devoted to you
and gain us the prize of everlasting happiness.
Through Christ our Lord.
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Communion Antiphon
Psalm 73 (72):28
To be near God is my happiness, / to place my hope in
God the Lord.
Or:
Mark 11:23-24
Amen, I say to you: Whatever you ask in prayer, / believe
that you will receive, / and it shall be given to you, says
the Lord.
Prayer after Communion
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, O Lord,
that what your Son commanded us to do
in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
Who Owns Her?
All three Synoptic Gospels retell this bad-faith encounter
between some Sadducees and Jesus. The Sadducees, we know,
ridicule belief in resurrection, but there is another underlying
issue in this narrative: whether Jesus upholds male privilege
as a religious doctrine. In earlier nomadic settings, infant
mortality and women’s death in childbirth limited the number of children. Lack of sons threatened a family’s ownership
of land and flocks. The Levirate law was originally a social
custom, a rescue to ensure there’d be a next generation of
male heirs so property could pass from father to sons. But in
this scene, Jesus asserts that women aren’t any man’s property,
at least in the afterlife.
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A pastor with comic skills in the early Jewish-Christian
community could get a lot of laughs retelling this story.
Would any man ever be worthy of this wife? All seven husbands had been too frail to outlive her. Would the weakling
brothers be battling each other over who should own her?
Why would any of them want to claim her? Imagine the dread
that would have built up over the years as the younger brothers wondered how their older brothers had really died. If she
was a black-widow in earthly life, why spend eternity with
her? A law requiring marriage to this woman was a death
sentence—freezing their futures, denying them marriage to
their own sweethearts. And the fights between in-law parents? Our daughter isn’t barren! No, it’s your sterile sons!
The hypothetical is really about a community’s serious
reflection: an old law that used to protect families had become, over the centuries, their undoing. This passage, for all
its playfulness, illustrates the profound process of reconsideration and renewal of traditional religious practices. Much
like the current synod, it invites us to consider whether our
practices are faithful to the Church’s most fundamental convictions about the dignity of all human beings.
Sr. Eloise Rosenblatt
Eloise Rosenblatt, RSM, PhD, is a theologian and attorney,
practicing in family law in California. Her most recent publication
is the 2 Peter volume in the Wisdom Commentary series.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 73:1-3, 21-26
How good is God to Israel,
to those who are pure of heart!
As for me, my feet came close to stumbling;
my steps had almost slipped,
for I was filled with envy of the proud,
when I saw how the wicked prosper.

And so when my heart grew embittered,
and I was pierced to the depths of my being,
I was stupid and did not understand;
I was like a beast in your sight.
As for me, I was always in your presence;
you were holding me by my right hand.
By your counsel you will guide me,
and then you will lead me to glory.
What else have I in heaven but you?
Apart from you, I want nothing on earth.
My flesh and my heart waste away;
God is the strength of my heart,
my portion forever.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-43a
]omeone may say, “How are the dead raised? With what
kind of body will they come back?”
You fool! What you sow is not brought to life unless it
dies. And what you sow is not the body that is to be but a
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bare kernel of wheat, perhaps, or of some other kind; but
God gives it a body as he chooses, and to each of the seeds
its own body.
So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown corruptible; it is raised incorruptible. It is sown dishonorable;
it is raised glorious.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
God is not the God of the dead but of the living.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
God of the living, in Jesus you make all things new.
In faith we pray: r. Lead us to glory, O God.
Teach us to listen to and proclaim your Word. r.
Help us to forgive others as you forgive us. r.
Welcome all the faithful departed into the light of
your presence. r.
Our Father . . .
May God bless us and guide us along paths of peace,
through Jesus the Christ. Amen.
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Sunday, November 20

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 100
Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
Come before God, singing for joy.

Know that the Lord is God,
who made us, to whom we belong.
We are God’s people, the sheep of God’s flock.
Enter the temple gates with thanksgiving
and its courts with songs of praise.
Give thanks and bless God’s name.
Indeed, how good is the Lord,
eternal God’s merciful love.
God is faithful from age to age.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Isaiah 11:1-4a, 5
shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, / and from
his roots a bud shall blossom. / The spirit of the Lord
shall rest upon him: / a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, / A spirit of counsel and of strength, / a spirit of
knowledge and of fear of the Lord, / and his delight shall
be the fear of the Lord. / Not by appearance shall he judge,
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/ nor by hearsay shall he decide, / But he shall judge the
poor with justice, / and decide fairly for the land’s afflicted.
/ Justice shall be the band around his waist, / and faithfulness a belt upon his hips.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)

Antiphon
God delivered us from darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of his beloved Son.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Sovereign God, in Jesus you reveal your love for all people.
With joy we pray: r. God of our joy, hear our prayer.
You shepherd us in peace: strengthen your Church to be
a sign of your mercy and reconciling love. r.
Your love is eternal: give to all leaders a spirit of wisdom
and understanding. r.
You are faithful from age to age: awaken in all people the
sacredness of life in all its stages. r.
Our Father . . .
May the peace of Christ reign in our hearts, now and
forever. Amen.
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Mass

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Entrance Antiphon
Revelation 5:12; 1:6
How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, / to receive
power and divinity, / and wisdom and strength and
honor. / To him belong glory and power for ever and ever.
Gloria (p. 319)
Collect
Almighty ever-living God,
whose will is to restore all things
in your beloved Son, the King of the universe,
grant, we pray,
that the whole creation, set free from slavery,
may render your majesty service
and ceaselessly proclaim your praise.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
5:1-3
A reading from the second Book of Samuel
They anointed David king of Israel.
n those days, all the tribes of Israel came to David in
Hebron and said: “Here we are, your bone and your flesh.
In days past, when Saul was our king, it was you who led
the Israelites out and brought them back. And the Lord
said to you, ‘You shall shepherd my people Israel and shall
be commander of Israel.’ ” When all the elders of Israel came
to David in Hebron, King David made an agreement with
them there before the Lord, and they anointed him king
of Israel.
The word of the Lord.
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Responsorial Psalm
122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5
r. (cf. 1) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
I rejoiced because they said to me,
“We will go up to the house of the Lord.”
And now we have set foot
within your gates, O Jerusalem. r.
Jerusalem, built as a city
with compact unity.
To it the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord. r.
According to the decree for Israel,
to give thanks to the name of the Lord.
In it are set up judgment seats,
seats for the house of David. r.
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians
1:12-20

B

He transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.

rothers and sisters: Let us give thanks to the Father,
who has made you fit to share in the inheritance of the
holy ones in light. He delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. / He
is the image of the invisible God, / the firstborn of all creation. / For in him were created all things in heaven and on
earth, / the visible and the invisible, / whether thrones or
dominions or principalities or powers; / all things were
created through him and for him. / He is before all things,
/ and in him all things hold together. / He is the head of the
body, the church. / He is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead, / that in all things he himself might be preeminent. / For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, / and
through him to reconcile all things for him, / making peace
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by the blood of his cross / through him, whether those on
earth or those in heaven.
The word of the Lord.
Gospel Acclamation
Mark 11:9, 10
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is to come!
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 23:35-43
Lord, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
he rulers sneered at Jesus and said, “He saved others,
let him save himself if he is the chosen one, the Christ
of God.” Even the soldiers jeered at him. As they approached
to offer him wine they called out, “If you are King of the
Jews, save yourself.” Above him there was an inscription
that read, “This is the King of the Jews.”
Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus,
saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us.” The
other, however, rebuking him, said in reply, “Have you no
fear of God, for you are subject to the same condemnation?
And indeed, we have been condemned justly, for the sentence we received corresponds to our crimes, but this man
has done nothing criminal.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember
me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied to him,
“Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

T

Creed (p. 320)
Prayer over the Offerings
As we offer you, O Lord, the sacrifice
by which the human race is reconciled to you,
we humbly pray
that your Son himself may bestow on all nations
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the gifts of unity and peace.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Psalm 29 (28):10-11
The Lord sits as King for ever. / The Lord will bless his
people with peace.
Prayer after Communion
Having received the food of immortality,
we ask, O Lord,
that, glorying in obedience
to the commands of Christ, the King of the universe,
we may live with him eternally in his heavenly Kingdom.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Reflection
The Marginal King
Jesus might have been a more palatable earthly king if he
bothered to act like one. Kings and queens, after all, need to
make some compromises here and there. King David, for
example, reconciles with the elders of Israel in Hebron after
a long war of succession, showing some worldly prudence to
begin his long reign.
Jesus, on the other hand, is utterly rejected by the elders;
they “sneer” at him as he writhes in pain on the cross. The
Roman soldiers, their bitter enemies, are even inspired to
join in with them. Jesus’ execution ironically unites them,
and “all things hold together” in the almost uniform mockery
he receives, even from a fellow convict.
The lone outlier is the repentant criminal. Think of that.
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At the crucifixion, beyond a small group of ever-loyal
women and one apostle, the only one who recognizes Jesus
as savior is a criminal, most likely a murderer. In death as in
life, the Kingship of Christ—what he called the Kingdom of
God—is often overlooked, and very often mocked, by those
with power.
This reality continues to this day. We can gild images of
Jesus in gold, we can proclaim his Kingship from the pulpit.
But until we see the face of our King in the least of our sisters
and brothers—until we recognize the crucified Christ in the
broken, abused, and suffering people in our family, our Church,
and our world—we remain a long way from his Kingdom.
Michael J. Sanem
Michael J. Sanem, a former Bernardin Scholar at Catholic
Theological Union, ministers in Kansas City, where he lives with
his wife and three sons. He is author of the recently released
Your Church Wants to Hear from You: What Is the Synod on
Synodality? and writes regularly at incarnationiseverywhere.com.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 118:1-4, 10-14
Give thanks to the Lord, who is good,
whose faithful love endures forever.
Let the house of Israel say,
“God’s faithful love endures forever.”
Let the house of Aaron say,
“God’s faithful love endures forever.”
Let those who fear the Lord say,
“God’s faithful love endures forever.”

The nations all encircled me;
in the name of the Lord I cut them off.
They encircled me all around;
in the name of the Lord I cut them off.
They encircled me about like bees;
they blazed like a fire among thorns.
In the name of the Lord I cut them off.
They pushed me, pushed me hard to knock me down,
but the Lord was my helper.
The Lord is my strength and my song,
and has been my savior.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Revelation 5:6a, 8b-10
hen I saw standing in the midst of the throne and the
four living creatures and the elders, a Lamb that seemed
to have been slain. Each of the elders held a harp and gold
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bowls filled with incense, which are the prayers of the holy
ones. They sang a new hymn: / “Worthy are you to receive
the scroll / and to break open its seals, / for you were slain
and with your blood you purchased for God / those from
every tribe and tongue, people and nation. / You made them
a kingdom and priests for our God, / and they will reign
on earth.”
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
God of salvation, your Word is our life. In hope we pray:
r. Shepherd your Church, O God.
Animate in all the baptized a love for the Gospel and a
zeal for your justice. r.
Inspire us to care for the earth and to advance your reign
of peace throughout the world. r.
Strengthen and heal those who seek help for addiction
and those who are in recovery. r.
Our Father . . .
May God bless us with peace and strengthen us with a
spirit of joy, through Jesus Christ, the King of the
Universe. Amen.

November 20–26
Thirty-Fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Within the Word
King of the Hill
Power is boss. Power is cool. Power’s an aphrodisiac. Who
doesn’t want to be king of the hill?
“King of the Hill” was a game we played in the schoolyard.
One child stood in a position of advantage: on a mound,
parapet, or other available platform. From this superior spot,
he or she would kick or thrust down any advancing threat to
the crown. Removing a reigning monarch from the hill was
hard. Harder still was accepting the blows earned while attempting an overthrow. None of us ever questioned why we
would go to such lengths to dethrone the king in the first
place. The drive to gain the ascendant posture was simply
and obviously desirable.
Childhood games are so many lessons in how the world
works. We aim to rise to the top with promotions, raises,
awards, and titles. We wrangle to be in charge of relationships
and business dealings. Just driving down the road, we find it
so terribly important to gain the edge on another car. In front
of the TV, we want to control the remote. In arguments, we
fight to have the last word.
Yet in the game of musical chairs played at every significant table, Jesus invites his friends to take the lowest seat. He
demonstrates reluctance to claim illustrious titles offered by
well-wishers. After the blinding revelation of his Transfiguration, Jesus orders the disciples not to speak of it. Even after
healing miracles, Jesus keeps a low profile. His followers
216
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e xpect him to take Jerusalem sooner or later. Yet when Jesus
finally arrives in that city, instead of ascending to a throne,
he mounts a cross.
This is the King of the Jews? Yes and no. Yes, he is a son of
David, the anointed of God. And no: Jesus never intended to
seize Herod’s throne, or any position of authority, by force.
These are children’s games left to the childish. Jesus, destined
to sit at God’s right hand, doesn’t seek to be boss of a city or
high priest of a temple. Earthly crowns are worthless to one
who will be called King of the Universe on liturgical calendars
of the future.
This kind of power doesn’t seek to be admired and can’t
be flattered. It doesn’t exert control over human will or history’s course. It doesn’t gather riches for itself. It can’t be
bought. In fact, it’s so far removed from what you and I mean
by power that we might well wonder: What good is it? What
benefit is it to Jesus to have such authority? The King of the
Universe might have tossed out the Romans and restored
Jerusalem to its former glory. He could have eliminated corrupt temple authorities and installed a shiny new Sanhedrin.
Jesus could have made the last, first, on the spot; demanded
charity and erased poverty. Every leper in the world could
have been cured overnight.
What Jesus does with all the authority in the universe is
shocking. He lays it down. He suffers and dies, taking the
nearest sinner along with him on the way out. Such power is
unfathomable. This King on the Hill doesn’t win any of the
prizes we want. Maybe we have to rethink some of our ideas
about what power is meant for.
—Alice Camille
Alice Camille is the author of This Transforming Word and other
titles available at www.alicecamille.com.
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Monday, November 21

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 87
Founded by God on the holy mountain,
the Lord loves the gates of Zion,
more than all the dwellings of Jacob.
Of you are told glorious things,
you, O city of God!
“Rahab and Babylon I will count
among those who know me;
Of Tyre, Philistia, Ethiopia, it is told,
‘There was this one born.’
But of Zion it shall be said,
‘Each one was born in her.’ ”

God, the Most High, will establish her.
In the register of peoples the Lord writes,
“Here was this one born.”
The singers cry out in chorus,
“All my wellsprings are in you.”
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Proverbs 8:22-23, 30b-31, 34-35
he Lord begot me, the beginning of his works, / the
forerunner of his deeds of long ago; / From of old I
was formed, / at the first, before the earth. / I was his delight
day by day, / playing before him all the while, / Playing over
the whole of his earth, / having my delight with human

T

Monday 219

beings. / Happy the one who listens to me, / attending daily
at my gates, / keeping watch at my doorposts; / For whoever
finds me finds life, / and wins favor from the Lord.”
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Whoever obeys me will not be put to shame.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
God Most High, in you all find their home. Echoing Mary’s
Magnificat, we pray: r. O God, bring joy to our hearts.
Help us to ponder your Word, and direct our lives
toward you. r.
Give mercy and patience to those who care for children
and adolescents. r.
Bless and strengthen those who labor as domestic
workers or civil servants. r.
Our Father . . .
May God strengthen our hearts with the knowledge of
Christ’s everlasting love, through Jesus our peace. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
Blessed Mary Frances Siedliska

Founder, Congregation of the Holy Family of
Nazareth (1842–1902)
Franciszka Siedliska was born to a noble family in Poland in
1842. After she expressed a calling to religious life, her father,
hoping to nip her vocation in the bud, took the family on a
grand tour of Europe. When she remained resolute, he reluctantly gave his consent. Yet she was not attracted to any
existing congregation; instead, with the support of her spiritual director, she believed she was called to found a new congregation. In 1873, with the support of Pope Pius IX, she
founded the Congregation of the Holy Family of Nazareth.
Its members would “offer their prayers, works, and their
entire life for the Church and the Holy Father, and imitate
the hidden life and the virtues of the Holy Family.”
From their motherhouse in Rome, the sisters focused their
care on abandoned children and providing religious education to the poor. Mother Mary encouraged independent
thinking among her sisters. Though most religious congregations stressed conformity to a certain pattern of religious life,
Mother Mary believed that “in Nazareth there should be
freedom of conscience, the liberty of the children of God,
regard for the psyche of the sisters, their temperament, and
their natural disposition.”
By 1884 five houses were established in Poland. These were
followed by houses in the United States, France, and England.
Mother Mary died on November 21, 1902. She was beatified
in 1989.
“Thus I envisioned our life in Nazareth as a life of love externally given to work, service, performance of whatever Our Lord
may require.”
—Blessed Mary Frances Siedliska
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Mass

The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Memorial
Entrance Antiphon
Hail, Holy Mother, who gave birth to the King / who rules
heaven and earth for ever.
Collect
As we venerate the glorious memory
of the most holy Virgin Mary,
grant, we pray, O Lord, through her intercession,
that we, too, may merit to receive
from the fullness of your grace.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
A reading from the Book of Revelation
14:1-3, 4b-5
His name and his Father’s name are written on their foreheads.
, John, looked and there was the Lamb standing on Mount
Zion, and with him a hundred and forty-four thousand
who had his name and his Father’s name written on their
foreheads. I heard a sound from heaven like the sound of
rushing water or a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard
was like that of harpists playing their harps. They were singing what seemed to be a new hymn before the throne, before
the four living creatures and the elders. No one could learn
this hymn except the hundred and forty-four thousand who
had been ransomed from the earth. These are the ones who
follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They have been ransomed as the first fruits of the human race for God and
the Lamb. On their lips no deceit has been found; they
are unblemished.
The word of the Lord.
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Responsorial Psalm
24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6
r. (see 6) Lord, this is the people that longs to see your
face.
The Lord’s are the earth and its fullness;
the world and those who dwell in it.
For he founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers. r.
Who can ascend the mountain of the Lord?
or who may stand in his holy place?
He whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean,
who desires not what is vain. r.
He shall receive a blessing from the Lord,
a reward from God his savior.
Such is the race that seeks for him,
that seeks the face of the God of Jacob. r.
Gospel Acclamation
Matthew 24:42a, 44
Stay awake!
For you do not know when the Son of Man will come.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 21:1-4
He noticed a poor widow putting in two small coins.
hen Jesus looked up he saw some wealthy people
putting their offerings into the treasury and he noticed a poor widow putting in two small coins. He said,
“I tell you truly, this poor widow put in more than all the
rest; for those others have all made offerings from their
surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has offered her
whole livelihood.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
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Prayer over the Offerings
Receive, O Lord, we ask, the prayers of your people
with the sacrificial offerings,
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that, through the intercession of Blessed Mary,
the Mother of your Son,
no petition may go unanswered,
no request be made in vain.
Through Christ our Lord.
Or:
May the humanity of your Only Begotten Son
come, O Lord, to our aid,
and may he, who at his birth from the Blessed Virgin
did not diminish but consecrated her integrity,
by taking from us now our wicked deeds,
make our oblation acceptable to you.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Cf. Luke 11:27
Blessed is the womb of the Virgin Mary, / which bore the
Son of the eternal Father.
Prayer after Communion
As we receive this heavenly Sacrament,
we beseech, O Lord, your mercy,
that we, who rejoice in commemorating the Blessed
Virgin Mary,
may by imitating her
serve worthily the mystery of our redemption.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
The Beauty of the Story
For the past fifty some years, I’ve admired the beautiful
nineteenth-century stained-glass windows in our parish,
among them an image of the presentation of Mary. The story
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of Mary, age three, being presented in the temple by her
parents, appears in none of the Gospels, but rather in the
“Protoevangelium of James,” a second-century imaginary
prequel to the infancy narratives in Matthew and Luke. But
it’s the beauty and majesty of the story that touches me, the
radiance of being on God’s Holy Ground.
So many paintings over the centuries depict the little
Mary—she who would one day become the temple of Our
Lord—climbing the steps of the Jerusalem temple toward the
high priests. Think of what you felt at your own child’s baptism, or First Holy Communion, or Confirmation.
Now think of today’s Scripture texts. Jesus in the temple
in the days leading up to his crucifixion, his eyes on the poor
widow placing two small coins in the collection, knowing
she’d given everything she had. Think too of the heavenly
temple scene from the book of Revelation. Those 144,000—a
number signifying fulfillment—there in the temple with the
Lamb, Mary’s Son, at the center. A sound from heaven, John
says, like the sound of rushing water, like thunder, a crash of
sound become the sound of harps, something beyond our
understanding, something transcendent and fulfilling. Bach,
Mozart, Beethoven all rolled into one.
It all comes down to a cascade of music, doesn’t it? Scripture and Tradition. These stories, this free gift, this taste of
the sublime.
Paul Mariani
Paul Mariani, Professor Emeritus of English at Boston College, is a
poet, biographer, scholar, and critic. His most recent books of poems
are Ordinary Time and All That Will Be New in the World.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
Psalm 111:1-6, 9-10
Alleluia!

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

I will thank the Lord with all my heart,
in the meeting of the just and the assembly.
Great are the works of the Lord,
to be pondered by all who delight in them.
Majestic and glorious your work;
your righteousness stands firm forever.
You have made a memorial of your wonders.
You, O Lord, are gracious and merciful.
You give food to those who revere you;
you are mindful of your covenant forever.
You have shown mighty works to your people
by giving them the heritage of nations.
You have sent redemption to your people,
and established your covenant forever.
Holy your name, to be feared.
Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
understanding marks all who live by it.
Your praise endures forever!
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Ephesians 1:3-6
lessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
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 lessing in the heavens, as he chose us in him, before the
b
foundation of the world, to be holy and without blemish
before him. In love he destined us for adoption to himself
through Jesus Christ, in accord with the favor of his will,
for the praise of the glory of his grace that he granted us in
the beloved.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
God has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
Author of all life, you have done great things for us.
We ponder your wonders and pray: r. Remember your
mercy, Lord.
Send your ready help to all who suffer because of natural
disaster or human tragedy. r.
Strengthen your Church to be a people of welcome,
hospitality, and love for the homeless. r.
Relieve the suffering of the oppressed, and help us to
secure safe conditions in prisons. r.
Our Father . . .
May God bless us with joy in the Holy Spirit and fill our
hearts with the peace of Jesus. Amen.
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Tuesday, November 22

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 71:17-22
O God, you have taught me from my youth,
and I proclaim your wonders still.
Even till I am old and gray-headed,
do not forsake me, O God.
Let me tell of your mighty arm
to every coming generation;
your strength and your justice, O God,
reach to the highest heavens.
It is you who have worked such wonders.
O God, who is like you?

You have made me witness many troubles and evils,
but you will give me back my life.
You will raise me from the depths of the earth;
you will exalt me and console me again.
So I will give you thanks on the lyre
for your faithfulness, O my God.
To you will I sing with the harp,
to you, the Holy One of Israel.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Joel 4:13-16
ield the sickle, / for the harvest is ripe; / Come and
tread, / for the wine press is full; / The vats overflow,
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/ for their crimes are numerous. / Crowds upon crowds / in
the Valley of Decision; / For near is the day of the Lord /
in the Valley of Decision. / Sun and moon are darkened, /
and the stars withhold their brightness, / The Lord roars
from Zion, / and from Jerusalem raises his voice, / The heavens and the earth quake, / but the Lord will be a shelter for
his people, / a fortress for the people of Israel.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
The time to reap has come.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Faithful God, your deeds invite song. In company with
St. Cecilia we pray: r. God of the living, hear our prayer.
Spark the creativity of composers, conductors,
and musicians. r.
Give gladness, joy, and companionship to elderly people
who live alone. r.
Unite all the people of the world in efforts to heal from
the pandemic. r.
Our Father . . .
May the praise of God be always on our lips, within our
hearts, and in our minds, through Jesus, by the power of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
St. Cecilia

Martyr (ca. Third Century)
St. Cecilia has long enjoyed a popular cult, though the first
account of her life dates only from the fifth century and cannot
be considered reliable. According to this story she was born to
a patrician family in Rome and raised as a Christian. Although
she wished to consecrate her life to God, she was betrothed
to marry a young man named Valerian. On their wedding
night she told her husband that an angel watched over her
and that if he “touched her in the way of marriage” the angel
would be angry and cause him suffering. Valerian asked to
see the angel. Cecilia told him that if he received baptism, he
too would see the angel. So he did, and seeing, he believed.
The couple dedicated themselves to good works, particularly the dangerous task of burying the bodies of martyrs. As
a result they were both eventually arrested and ordered to make
sacrifices to the gods. Upon their refusal they were both executed. The soldier assigned to behead Cecilia failed to accomplish his mission. Left for dead, she lingered for three days.
Cecilia is depicted in art with a musical instrument. Her
designation as patron of music apparently owes itself to a line
in her biography that describes her “singing to the Lord in
her heart” on her wedding day. Among the composers who
have honored her are Purcell, Handel, Benjamin Britten,
Arvo Part, and Paul Simon.
“But oh! what art can teach / What human voice can reach /
The sacred organ’s praise? / Notes inspiring holy love, / Notes
that wing their Heav’nly ways / To mend the choirs above.”
—“A Song for St. Cecilia’s Day,” John Dryden
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Mass
St. Cecilia, Memorial
Entrance Antiphon
Behold, now she follows the Lamb who was crucified for
us, / powerful in virginity, modesty her offering, / a
sacrifice on the altar of chastity.
Or: Blessed is the virgin / who by denying herself and
taking up her cross / imitated the Lord, the spouse of
virgins / and prince of martyrs.
Collect
O God, who gladden us each year
with the feast day of your handmaid Saint Cecilia,
grant, we pray,
that what has been devoutly handed down concerning her
may offer us examples to imitate
and proclaim the wonders worked in his servants
by Christ your Son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
A reading from the Book of Revelation
14:14-19
The time to reap has come,
because the earth’s harvest is fully ripe.
, John, looked and there was a white cloud, and sitting on
the cloud one who looked like a son of man, with a gold
crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. Another
angel came out of the temple, crying out in a loud voice to
the one sitting on the cloud, “Use your sickle and reap
the harvest, for the time to reap has come, because the
earth’s harvest is fully ripe.” So the one who was sitting on
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the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth
was harvested.
Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven
who also had a sharp sickle. Then another angel came from
the altar, who was in charge of the fire, and cried out in a
loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, “Use your
sharp sickle and cut the clusters from the earth’s vines, for
its grapes are ripe.” So the angel swung his sickle over the
earth and cut the earth’s vintage. He threw it into the great
wine press of God’s fury.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
96:10, 11-12, 13
r. (13b) The Lord comes to judge the earth.
Say among the nations: The Lord is king.
He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
he governs the peoples with equity. r.
Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice;
let the sea and what fills it resound;
let the plains be joyful and all that is in them!
Then shall all the trees of the forest exult. r.
Before the Lord, for he comes;
for he comes to rule the earth.
He shall rule the world with justice
and the peoples with his constancy. r.
Gospel Acclamation
Remain faithful until death,
and I will give you the crown of life.

Revelation 2:10c
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 21:5-11
There will not be left a stone upon another stone.
hile some people were speaking about how the
temple was adorned with costly stones and votive
offerings, Jesus said, “All that you see here—the days will
come when there will not be left a stone upon another stone
that will not be thrown down.”
Then they asked him, “Teacher, when will this happen?
And what sign will there be when all these things are about
to happen?” He answered, “See that you not be deceived,
for many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he,’ and ‘The
time has come.’ Do not follow them! When you hear of wars
and insurrections, do not be terrified; for such things must
happen first, but it will not immediately be the end.” Then
he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be powerful earthquakes,
famines, and plagues from place to place; and awesome
sights and mighty signs will come from the sky.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
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Prayer over the Offerings
May the offerings we bring in celebration of blessed
Saint Cecilia
win your gracious acceptance, O Lord, we pray,
just as the struggle of her suffering and passion
was pleasing to you.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Revelation 7:17
The Lamb who is at the center of the throne / will lead
them to the springs of the waters of life.
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Prayer after Communion
O God, who bestowed on blessed Saint Cecilia a crown
among the Saints
for her twofold triumph of virginity and martyrdom,
grant, we pray, through the power of this Sacrament,
that, bravely overcoming every evil,
we may attain the glory of heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
Stunning Words, Stunning Signs
With the cataclysmic effects of both a global pandemic and a
changing climate, the end of the world doesn’t seem as remote
as we once thought. Some people believe we are seeing apocalyptic signs that the end is near. Others go so far as to stir up
fear with messages of impending doom and calamity.
Through the lens of this present time, today’s Gospel also
feels less remote. At first, we may think Jesus is definitely
predicting the end of the world. But a more careful reading
reveals that he is speaking about the temple “adorned with
costly stones” (still being built during his lifetime). Aware of
the political climate of his day, Jesus warns about the temple’s
potential destruction. Indeed, that would seem like the end
of the world to the Jews. Not surprisingly, they ask: “When
will this disaster happen and what will be the warning signs?”
(Keep in mind that the temple had been destroyed by the
time Luke wrote his Gospel.)
Jesus speaks a reassuring word to Luke’s audience: “Oh,
don’t be deceived! These things—wars, earthquakes, famines,
and plagues—have always been a part of human history.” And
then Jesus speaks the most stunning of words: “Do not be
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terrified”—for you know not the day or the hour when the
world will end. How reassuring is that in the context of Luke’s
apocalyptic language?
Do not be afraid! Do not let your fear of “mighty signs from
the sky” hide the signs and wonders God is doing all around
us, all the time. In turn, let us be signs of God’s kingdom this
day and every day.
Sr. Ephrem Hollermann
Ephrem Hollermann, OSB, is a former prioress of Saint Benedict’s
Monastery, St. Joseph, Minnesota, and professor emerita of theology
at the College of Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 31:2-9
In you, O Lord, I take refuge.
Let me never be put to shame.
In your righteousness, set me free;
incline your ear to me, and speedily rescue me.
Be a rock of refuge for me,
a mighty stronghold to save me.
For you are my rock, my stronghold!
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name.
Release me from the snare they have hidden,
for you indeed are my refuge.
Into your hands I commend my spirit.
You will redeem me, O Lord, O faithful God.
You detest those who serve empty idols.
As for me, I trust in the Lord.
Let me be glad and rejoice in your love,
for you who have seen my affliction
and taken heed of my soul’s distress,
have not left me in the hands of the enemy,
but set my feet at large.
Glory to the Father . . .

Scripture
1 John 2:18-20, 24-25
hildren, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that
the antichrist was coming, so now many antichrists
have appeared. Thus we know this is the last hour. They

C

236 November 22

went out from us, but they were not really of our number;
if they had been, they would have remained with us. Their
desertion shows that none of them was of our number. But
you have the anointing that comes from the holy one, and
you all have knowledge.
Let what you heard from the beginning remain in you.
If what you heard from the beginning remains in you, then
you will remain in the Son and in the Father. And this is
the promise that he made us: eternal life.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Do not be deceived, and do not be terrified.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
God, our rock in whom we take refuge, you heed our
distress. In faith we pray: r. O God, lead us to life in you.
Protect leaders of nations, and inspire them to work
together for building peace and understanding. r.
Help us to end torture of prisoners, and free those who
are unjustly accused. r.
Grant peace and eternal joy in your presence to our loved
ones who have died. r.
Our Father . . .
May the Spirit of God be our hope through the day and
our guide through the night, through Jesus our peace.
Amen.
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Wednesday, November 23

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
Psalm 147:1b-7, 10-11
How good to sing psalms to our God;
how pleasant to chant fitting praise!

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

The Lord builds up Jerusalem
and brings back Israel’s exiles;
God heals the brokenhearted,
and binds up all their wounds;
God counts out the number of the stars,
and calls each one by its name.
Our Lord is great and almighty;
God’s wisdom can never be measured.
The Lord lifts up the lowly,
and casts down the wicked to the ground.
O sing to the Lord, giving thanks;
sing psalms to our God with the lyre.
The Lord’s delight is not in the strength of horses,
nor God’s pleasure in a warrior’s stride.
The Lord delights in those who revere him,
those who wait for God’s faithful love.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Daniel 3:52-56
lessed are you, O Lord, the God of our ancestors, /
praiseworthy and exalted above all forever; / And
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blessed is your holy and glorious name, / praiseworthy and
exalted above all for all ages. / Blessed are you in the temple
of your holy glory, / praiseworthy and glorious above all
forever. / Blessed are you on the throne of your kingdom, /
praiseworthy and exalted above all forever. / Blessed are
you who look into the depths / from your throne upon the
cherubim, / praiseworthy and exalted above all forever. /
Blessed are you in the firmament of heaven, / praiseworthy
and glorious forever.”
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Those who had won the victory sang their praise to God.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Faithful God, you delight in those who revere you. In trust
we pray: r. God, in your wisdom, hear our prayer.
Advance love and understanding among the generations
of believers in your Church. r.
Help us to establish a just health-care system. r.
Grant safety to all travelers, and give peace and
consolation to those who are separated from their
loved ones. r.
Our Father . . .
May God watch over us in love and keep us in peace,
through Christ our saving hope. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
St. Clement I
Pope (ca. 100)

St. Clement, who served at the end of the first century, was
one of the earliest bishops of Rome—most likely the third.
St. Irenaeus, writing in the second century, describes him as
directly acquainted with the apostles Peter and Paul. There
is little reliable information about Clement’s life. Instead,
he is best known for his Epistle to the Corinthians, a text that
enjoyed wide esteem—second only to that of Scripture—in
the early Church.
Clement’s letter was evidently inspired by conflicts within
the Church in Corinth, where certain presbyters had been
deposed. Writing in a pastoral tone, Clement urged his fellow
Christians to resolve their differences in a spirit of charity,
while heeding the divine authority—derived from the
apostles—of those consecrated for service and leadership in
the Church. His letter sheds light on the emerging shape of
the primitive Church and on the early claim to pastoral—if
not teaching—authority by the bishop of Rome.
A much later tradition claimed that Clement was exiled
to the Crimea where he died after being cast into the ocean.
In the ninth century his supposed relics were discovered and
translated to the church of San Clemente in Rome.
“Let the wise man show forth his wisdom not in words but in
works. . . . They who are great cannot yet subsist without
those that are little, nor the little without the great. In our body,
the head without the feet is nothing, neither the feet without
the head. And the smallest members of our body are useful and
necessary to the whole.”
—St. Clement I
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Mass
Wednesday of the Thirty-Fourth Week in Ordinary Time
[St. Clement I; St. Columban; Blessed Miguel Agustín Pro,
opt. memorials]

Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Psalm 85 (84):9
The Lord speaks of peace to his people and his holy ones /
and to those who turn to him.
Collect
Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord,
that, striving more eagerly
to bring your divine work to fruitful completion,
they may receive in greater measure
the healing remedies your kindness bestows.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
15:1-4
A reading from the Book of Revelation
They sang the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb.
, John, saw in heaven another sign, great and awe-inspiring: seven angels with the seven last plagues, for through
them God’s fury is accomplished.
Then I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with
fire. On the sea of glass were standing those who had won
the victory over the beast and its image and the number
that signified its name. They were holding God’s harps, and
they sang the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the
song of the Lamb: / “Great and wonderful are your works,
/ Lord God almighty. / Just and true are your ways, / O king
of the nations. / Who will not fear you, Lord, / or glorify
your name? / For you alone are holy. / All the nations will
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come / and worship before you, / for your righteous acts
have been revealed.”
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
98:1, 2-3ab, 7-8, 9
r. (Revelation 15:3b) Great and wonderful are all your
works, Lord, mighty God!
Sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done wondrous deeds;
His right hand has won victory for him,
his holy arm. r.
The Lord has made his salvation known:
in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.
He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness
toward the house of Israel. r.
Let the sea and what fills it resound,
the world and those who dwell in it;
Let the rivers clap their hands,
the mountains shout with them for joy. r.
Before the Lord, for he comes,
for he comes to rule the earth;
He will rule the world with justice
and the peoples with equity. r.
Gospel Acclamation
Remain faithful until death,
and I will give you the crown of life.

Revelation 2:10c

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 21:12-19
You will be hated by all because of my name,
but not a hair on your head will be destroyed.
esus said to the crowd: “They will seize and persecute
you, they will hand you over to the synagogues and to
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prisons, and they will have you led before kings and governors because of my name. It will lead to your giving testimony. Remember, you are not to prepare your defense
beforehand, for I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking
that all your adversaries will be powerless to resist or refute.
You will even be handed over by parents, brothers, relatives,
and friends, and they will put some of you to death. You
will be hated by all because of my name, but not a hair on
your head will be destroyed. By your perseverance you will
secure your lives.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Prayer over the Offerings
Accept, O Lord, the sacred offerings
which at your bidding we dedicate to your name
and, in order that through these gifts
we may become worthy of your love,
grant us unfailing obedience to your commands.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Psalm 117 (116):1, 2
O praise the Lord, all you nations, / for his merciful love
towards us is great.
Or:
Matthew 28:20
Behold, I am with you always, / even to the end of the age,
says the Lord.
Prayer after Communion
We pray, almighty God,
that those to whom you give the joy
of participating in divine mysteries
may never be parted from you.
Through Christ our Lord.
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Reflection
A Haven of Tranquility
In time of trial it is of great profit to us patiently to endure
for God’s sake, for the Lord says: By patient endurance you
will win life for yourselves. He did not say by your fasting, or
your solitude and silence, or your singing of psalms, although
all of these are helpful in saving your soul. But he said: By
patient endurance in every trial that overtakes you, and in
every affliction, whether this be insolent and contemptuous
treatment, or any kind of disgrace, . . . or the belligerent
attacks of Satan, or any trial whatsoever caused either by
other people or by evil spirits.
By patient endurance you will win life for yourselves, although to this must be added wholehearted thanksgiving,
and prayer, and humility. For you must be ready to bless and
praise your benefactor, God the Savior of the world, who
disposes all things, good or otherwise, for your benefit. . . .
For what has more power than virtue? What more firmness
or strength than patient endurance? Endurance, that is, for
God’s sake. This is the queen of virtues, the foundation of
virtue, a haven of tranquility. It is peace in time of war, calm
in rough waters, safety amidst treachery and danger. It makes
those who practice it stronger than steel. No weapons or
brandished bows, no turbulent troops and advancing siege
engines, no flying spears or arrows can shake it. Not even the
host of evil spirits, nor the dark array of hostile powers, nor
the devil himself . . . will have power to injure the man or
woman who has acquired this virtue through Christ.
St. Nilus of Sinai, Letters
Nilus of Sinai (d. ca. 430), a disciple of St. John Chrysostom, was a
widely respected monk, theologian, and spiritual advisor.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
Psalm 113
Alleluia!

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Praise, O servants of the Lord,
praise the name of the Lord!
May the name of the Lord be blest
both now and forevermore!
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
praised be the name of the Lord!
High above all nations is the Lord,
above the heavens God’s glory.
Who is like the Lord, our God,
who dwells on high,
who stoops from the heights to look down
upon heaven and earth?
From the dust the Lord lifts up the lowly,
from the ash heap raises the poor,
to set them in the company of leaders,
yes, with the leaders of the people.
To the childless wife God gives a home
as a joyful mother of children.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
2 Corinthians 11:24-28
ive times at the hands of the Jews I received forty lashes
minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I
was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I passed a night
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and a day on the deep; on frequent journeys, in dangers
from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my own
race, dangers from Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in
the wilderness, dangers at sea, dangers among false brothers; in toil and hardship, through many sleepless nights,
through hunger and thirst, through frequent fastings,
through cold and exposure. And apart from these things,
there is the daily pressure upon me of my anxiety for all
the churches.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
By patient endurance you will save your lives.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
Ever-living God, from the rising of the sun to its setting
your name is praised forevermore. In faith we pray:
r. God of all grace, save us.
Increase and prosper efforts to seize drug cartels and to
respond to the opioid crisis. r.
Lead those recently released from prison to find services
for their reintegration into society and family life. r.
Inspire our elected officials to govern wisely and for the
good of all. r.
Our Father . . .
May God strengthen us with every gift of the Spirit and
give us peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Thursday, November 24

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 138:1-3, 6-8
I thank you, Lord, with all my heart;
you have heard the words of my mouth.
In the presence of the angels I praise you.
I bow down toward your holy temple.
I give thanks to your name
for you have exalted over all
your name and your promise.
On the day I called, you answered me;
you increased the strength of my soul.

The Lord is high, yet looks on the lowly,
and the haughty God knows from afar.
You give me life though I walk amid affliction;
you stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes.
With your right hand you save me;
the Lord will accomplish this for me.
O Lord, your merciful love is eternal;
discard not the work of your hands.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Deuteronomy 8:11-14a, 17
e careful not to forget the Lord, your God, by failing
to keep his commandments and ordinances and statutes which I enjoin on you today: lest, when you have eaten
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and are satisfied, and have built fine houses and lived in
them, and your herds and flocks have increased, your silver
and gold has increased, and all your property has increased,
you then become haughty of heart and forget the Lord,
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt. Otherwise, you might say in your heart, “It is my own power and
the strength of my own hand that has got me this wealth.”
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Give thanks to the Lord who is good, whose love endures
forever.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
God of the nations, your name is exalted across the earth.
We give thanks for your love and pray: r. Favor and bless
your people, O God.
For the homeless, the hungry, and disadvantaged,
we pray: r.
For migrants, immigrants, and refugees, we pray: r.
For those who show us kindness, patience, and generous
love, we pray: r.
Our Father . . .
May the Word of Christ dwell in us richly, through faith,
as we seek to live the Gospel with grateful hearts and
wholehearted love. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
John LaFarge

Jesuit Priest (1880–1963)
John LaFarge, son of a famous artist, enjoyed a privileged
upbringing in Rhode Island. After graduating from Harvard,
he went on to study for the priesthood. Soon after his ordination, he entered the Society of Jesus. His first assignment, as
chaplain at the prison on Blackwell’s Island in New York City,
awakened him to the social dimensions of the Gospel. This
was further intensified with his assignment to a largely Black
parish in Maryland—the first time he had been truly exposed
to the bleak marginalization of African Americans in society
and the Church. He determined to dedicate his priesthood
to awakening the conscience of America to the reality of
racial injustice.
In 1926 he joined the staff of America magazine. He gained
a reputation as the premier Catholic champion of “interracial
justice,” a cause not widely shared by many Catholics of his
time. In 1938 Pope Pius XI asked LaFarge to draft an encyclical on racism. “Say simply,” the pope instructed, “what you
would say to the whole world if you yourself were pope.”
LaFarge completed a draft on the “sin” and “heresy” of racism,
but when the pope died in 1939 it remained unpublished.
LaFarge continued in his own voice to challenge the Church
and American society. He lived to see a new dawn for his ideals
at Vatican II and in the rise of the modern civil rights movement. He died on November 25, 1963, just months after participating in the great Civil Rights March on Washington.
“The disadvantages that afflict the members of a given racial
group cannot be treated merely as the concern of the disadvantaged group alone: they can only be treated adequately . . . by
the joint action of all concerned.”
—John LaFarge, SJ
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Mass
Thanksgiving Day*
*Other options for readings are possible.

Entrance Antiphon
Ephesians 5:19-20
Sing and make music to the Lord in your hearts, / always
thanking God the Father for all things / in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Collect
Father all-powerful,
your gifts of love are countless
and your goodness infinite;
as we come before you on Thanksgiving Day
with gratitude for your kindness,
open our hearts to have concern
for every man, woman, and child,
so that we may share your gifts in loving service.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
50:22-24
A reading from the Book of Sirach
God has done wondrous things on earth.
nd
 now, bless the God of all, / who has done wondrous
things on earth; / Who fosters people’s growth from
their mother’s womb, / and fashions them according to his
will! / May he grant you joy of heart / and may peace abide
among you; / May his goodness toward us endure in Israel
/ to deliver us in our days.
The word of the Lord.

A
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Responsorial Psalm
138:1-2a, 2bc-3, 4-5
r. (2bc) Lord, I thank you for your faithfulness and love.
I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with all of my heart,
for you have heard the words of my mouth;
in the presence of the angels I will sing your praise;
I will worship at your holy temple. r.
I will give thanks to your name,
Because of your kindness and your truth.
When I called, you answered me;
you built up strength within me. r.
All the kings of the earth shall give thanks to you, O Lord,
when they hear the words of your mouth;
And they shall sing of the ways of the Lord:
“Great is the glory of the Lord.” r.
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the
Corinthians
1:3-9
I give thanks to my God always on your account.
rothers and sisters: Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
I give thanks to my God always on your account for the
grace of God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, that in him
you were enriched in every way, with all discourse and all
knowledge, as the testimony to Christ was confirmed
among you, so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift
as you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. He
will keep you firm to the end, irreproachable on the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, and by him you were
called to fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
The word of the Lord.

B

Thursday 251

Gospel Acclamation
1 Thessalonians 5:18
In all circumstances, give thanks,
for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 17:11-19
He fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him.
sJesus continued his journey to Jerusalem, he traveled
through Samaria and Galilee. As he was entering a
village, ten persons with leprosy met him. They stood at a
distance from him and raised their voices, saying, “Jesus,
Master! Have pity on us!” And when he saw them, he said,
“Go show yourselves to the priests.” As they were going they
were cleansed. And one of them, realizing he had been
healed, returned, glorifying God in a loud voice; and he fell
at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. He was a Samaritan.
Jesus said in reply, “Ten were cleansed, were they not? Where
are the other nine? Has none but this foreigner returned to
give thanks to God?” Then he said to him, “Stand up and
go; your faith has saved you.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

A

Prayer over the Offerings
God our Father,
from whose hand we have received generous gifts
so that we might learn to share your blessings in gratitude,
accept these gifts of bread and wine,
and let the perfect sacrifice of Jesus
draw us closer to all our brothers and sisters in the
human family.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Psalm 138 (137):1
I will thank you, Lord, with all my heart, / for you have
heard the words of my mouth.
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Or:
Psalm 116 (115):12-13
How can I repay the Lord for all his goodness to me? /
The chalice of salvation I will raise, / and I will call on the
name of the Lord.
Prayer after Communion
In this celebration, O Lord our God,
you have shown us the depths of your love for all your
children;
help us, we pray, to reach out in love to all your people,
so that we may share with them
the good things of time and eternity.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
Small-but-Powerful Words
Meister Eckhart, the thirteenth-century German priest and
mystic, famously wrote, “If the only prayer you ever say in
your entire life is ‘thank you,’ it will be enough.” Today, as we
gather with family and friends to say thank you in the grandest fashion, complete with far too much food and football,
it’s a good time to take a closer look at where—or whether—
that prayer makes its way into our lives the other 364 days of
the year. Like the lepers in today’s Gospel, too often we are
like the nine who did not bother to return and thank Jesus
for their miraculous healing. We beg, we plead, we bargain,
and then when life turns out as we had hoped—in big things
and ways—we have already moved on to the next request,
often without even pausing to utter those two small-butpowerful words: thank you.
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Gratitude is a transformative practice. Put into daily rotation in our spiritual lives, it can remake us in all the best ways.
When we are grateful for all that we have, not just in good
times but all the time, we begin to see blessings where we
hadn’t seen them before; we begin to live life from a place of
abundance rather than a place of lack. Suddenly a walk
through the grocery store or a drive to the office becomes an
opportunity for grace, gratitude, and the awareness of God’s
undeniable presence in the middle of our messy lives.
Mary DeTurris Poust
Mary DeTurris Poust is a writer, retreat leader, and yoga teacher.
She writes about the spiritual journey and learning to discover the
divine in the everyday. Visit her website, Not Strictly Spiritual, to
see more of her work.

254 November 24

Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 97:1-6, 10-12
The Lord reigns, let earth rejoice;
let the many islands be glad.
Cloud and darkness surround the Lord,
whose throne is founded on justice and right.
A fire prepares the pathway of God;
it burns up the Lord’s foes on every side.
God’s lightnings light up the world;
while the earth looks on and trembles.
The mountains melt like wax
before the face of the Lord,
before the face of the Lord of all the earth.
The skies proclaim divine righteousness;
all peoples see the glory of God.
The Lord loves those who hate evil,
guards the souls of the faithful,
and sets them free from the wicked.
Light shines forth for the righteous,
and joy for the upright of heart.
Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous;
in memory of God’s holiness give thanks.
Glory to the Father . . .

Scripture
Colossians 3:12-17
ut on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness,
and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one
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another, if one has a grievance against another; as the Lord
has forgiven you, so must you also do. And over all these
put on love, that is, the bond of perfection. And let the peace
of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which you were
also called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and
admonish one another, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever
you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)

Antiphon
All your works give you thanks, O Lord, and your faithful
ones bless you.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
Most merciful God, you lavish us with plenty. Mindful of
the poor among us we pray: r. God, hear our prayer.
Help us to address the deep wounds and injustice that
Native Americans continue to experience. r.
Bless and favor those who gather and serve in food
kitchens, shelters, and charitable agencies. r.
Give your peace that surpasses all understanding to all
who hope in you. r.
Our Father . . .
May the Word of Christ dwell in us richly, as in all
wisdom we teach and admonish one another, singing
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in
our hearts to God. Amen.
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Friday, November 25

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
Psalm 69:2-4, 6-7
Save me, O God, for the waters
have risen to my neck.
I have sunk into the mud of the deep,
where there is no foothold.
I have entered the waters of the deep,
where the flood overwhelms me.

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

I am wearied with crying aloud;
my throat is parched.
My eyes are wasted away
with waiting for my God.
O God, you know my folly;
from you my sins are not hidden.
May those who hope in you not be shamed
because of me, O Lord of hosts;
may those who seek you not be disgraced
because of me, O God of Israel.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Isaiah 65:17-18, 21-22
ee, I am creating new heavens / and a new earth; / The
former things shall not be remembered / nor come to
mind. / Instead, shout for joy and be glad forever / in what
I am creating. / Indeed, I am creating Jerusalem to be a joy
/ and its people to be a delight. / They shall build houses
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and live in them, / they shall plant vineyards and eat their
fruit; / They shall not build and others live there; / they shall
not plant and others eat. / As the years of a tree, so the years
of my people; / and my chosen ones shall long enjoy / the
work of their hands.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)

Antiphon
The former heaven and the former earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Loving Counselor, you never abandon those who hope in
you. In confidence we pray: r. O God, come to our aid.
Strengthen your Church to extend love and mercy to
those who are alienated from their faith communities. r.
Help us to ensure that refugee and immigrant children
have access to good education and health care. r.
Advance education and understanding of structural
racism. r.
Our Father . . .
May God deliver us from fear and turn our sadness into
joy, through Jesus our Redeemer. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
Blessed Luigi and Maria Beltrame Quattrocchi
Married Couple (d. 1951 and 1965)

Luigi and Maria Beltrame Quattrocchi were the first married
couple (non-martyrs) to be beatified together. They met as
teenagers in Rome and were married on November 25, 1905.
Luigi was a lawyer who went on to lead a distinguished career,
becoming assistant attorney general of Italy. Maria was initially the more devout of the two, but eventually she won
Luigi over to joining her at daily Mass, and their home was
infused with Christian values.
They had four children, three of whom entered the priesthood or religious life. When Maria was pregnant with the
fourth, there were severe complications. Though she was said
to have only a five percent chance of surviving, she entrusted
herself to God, and both she and her daughter Enrichetta
lived. During the Second World War, Maria and Luigi opened
their apartment to refugees. Maria volunteered with the Red
Cross and later lectured on behalf of Women’s Catholic Action. Luigi played a role in restoring democratic principles
to the legal system after the long fascist era. According to the
Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, “they
made their family an authentic house church, open to life,
prayer, witness of the gospel, the social apostolate, solidarity
with the poor, and friendship.”
Luigi died in 1951; Maria in 1965. Three of their children
attended the ceremony for their beatification in 2001. The
date of their commemoration was assigned to their wedding
anniversary.
“Drawing on the word of God and the witness of the saints, the
blessed couple lived an ordinary life in an extraordinary way.”
—Pope John Paul II
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Mass

Friday of the Thirty-Fourth Week in Ordinary Time
[St. Catherine of Alexandria, opt. memorial]

Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Psalm 85 (84):9
The Lord speaks of peace to his people and his holy ones /
and to those who turn to him.
Collect
Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord,
that, striving more eagerly
to bring your divine work to fruitful completion,
they may receive in greater measure
the healing remedies your kindness bestows.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
A reading from the Book of Revelation
20:1-4, 11–21:2
The dead were judged according to their deeds.
I saw a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.
, John, saw an angel come down from heaven, holding in
his hand the key to the abyss and a heavy chain. He seized
the dragon, the ancient serpent, which is the Devil or Satan,
and tied it up for a thousand years and threw it into the
abyss, which he locked over it and sealed, so that it could
no longer lead the nations astray until the thousand years
are completed. After this, it is to be released for a short time.
Then I saw thrones; those who sat on them were entrusted with judgment. I also saw the souls of those who
had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the
word of God, and who had not worshiped the beast or its
image nor had accepted its mark on their foreheads or
hands. They came to life and they reigned with Christ for
a thousand years.
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Next I saw a large white throne and the one who was
sitting on it. The earth and the sky fled from his presence
and there was no place for them. I saw the dead, the great
and the lowly, standing before the throne, and scrolls were
opened. Then another scroll was opened, the book of life.
The dead were judged according to their deeds, by what was
written in the scrolls. The sea gave up its dead; then Death
and Hades gave up their dead. All the dead were judged
according to their deeds. Then Death and Hades were
thrown into the pool of fire. (This pool of fire is the second
death.) Anyone whose name was not found written in the
book of life was thrown into the pool of fire.
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former
heaven and the former earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a
r. (Revelation 21:3b) Here God lives among his people.
My soul yearns and pines
for the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my flesh
cry out for the living God. r.
Even the sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest
in which she puts her young—
Your altars, O Lord of hosts,
my king and my God! r.
Blessed they who dwell in your house!
continually they praise you.
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Blessed the men whose strength you are!
They go from strength to strength. r.
Gospel Acclamation
Stand erect and raise your heads
because your redemption is at hand.

Luke 21:28

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 21:29-33
When you see these things happening,
know that the Kingdom of God is near.
esus told his disciples a parable. “Consider the fig tree
and all the other trees. When their buds burst open,
you see for yourselves and know that summer is now near;
in the same way, when you see these things happening,
know that the Kingdom of God is near. Amen, I say to you,
this generation will not pass away until all these things have
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will not pass away.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

J

Prayer over the Offerings
Accept, O Lord, the sacred offerings
which at your bidding we dedicate to your name
and, in order that through these gifts
we may become worthy of your love,
grant us unfailing obedience to your commands.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Psalm 117 (116):1, 2
O praise the Lord, all you nations, / for his merciful love
towards us is great.
Or:
Matthew 28:20
Behold, I am with you always, / even to the end of the age,
says the Lord.
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Prayer after Communion
We pray, almighty God,
that those to whom you give the joy
of participating in divine mysteries
may never be parted from you.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
Eternally Consequential
In his wondrous little novel Einstein’s Dreams, Alan Lightman
strings together a series of thought experiments on the nature
of time and human existence. Imagine if every moment of
every day were bound to be relived—repeated by us, ad infinitum. If time were a circle, then every word spoken, every
gift given, every fight initiated—every whim as well as every
careful decision—would be repeated precisely.
In philosophical treatises and inventive stories, thought
experiments like this one reframe the significance of gestures
great and small. Yet, more than a fantastical exercise, imagining time as an endless loop also nudges us to grapple with
how things really are: What if we knew that our actions were
eternally consequential? If we knew we were bound to enact
the same deeds over and over again, would we do things differently when we had the chance? The scenario presents us
with a daunting version of something we already intuit as free
persons—that our actions really matter, even eternally.
Today’s apocalyptic readings confirm the gravity of our
behavior and the imminence of divine judgment. The dead
will be judged according to their deeds, St. John discloses.
“Know that the Kingdom of God is near,” presses Jesus. These
messages urge us to take our responsibilities seriously. God’s
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boundless mercy is no excuse for misbehavior. Our actions
have consequences before God.
Fortunately, as far as we can tell, time is not a circle.
Though we don’t get do-overs, we aren’t bound to make the
mistakes we made before. By God’s grace, we have freedom
to do otherwise, and so, heeding Jesus’ warning, we must try
to do better while we still have the time.
Jessica Coblentz
Jessica Coblentz is an assistant professor in the Department of
Religious Studies and Theology at Saint Mary’s College in Notre
Dame, Indiana, and is the author of Dust in the Blood:
A Theology of Life with Depression.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 13
How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
How long must I bear grief in my soul,
have sorrow in my heart all day long?
How long shall my enemy prevail over me?
Look, answer me, O Lord my God!
Give light to my eyes lest I fall asleep in death;
lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over you;”
lest my foes rejoice when they see me fall.

As for me, I trust in your faithful love.
Let my heart rejoice in your salvation.
I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
2 Corinthians 9:6-12
onsider this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. Each must do as already determined, without
sadness or compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
Moreover, God is able to make every grace abundant for
you, so that in all things, always having all you need, you
may have an abundance for every good work. As it is written: / “He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; / his righteousness endures forever.” / The one who supplies seed to
the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your
seed and increase the harvest of your righteousness.
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You are being enriched in every way for all generosity,
which through us produces thanksgiving to God, for the
administration of this public service is not only supplying
the needs of the holy ones but is also overflowing in many
acts of thanksgiving to God.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not
pass away.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
God of our joy, your righteousness endures forever.
In hope we pray: r. God, make haste to help us.
Shower your love upon grandparents, guardians, and all
who help with child care. r.
Thwart the plots of terrorists and all who seek to destroy
or do violence. r.
Shower your tender care upon those who mourn, and
give peace to the dying. r.
Our Father . . .
May God make every grace abundant for us, so in all
things, always having all we need, we may have an
abundance for every good work through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.
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Saturday, November 26

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 60:3-7, 13-14
O God, you have rejected us, and broken us.
You have been angry; come back to us.

You have made the earth quake, torn it open.
Repair what is shattered, for it sways.
You have inflicted hardships on your people,
made us drink a wine that dazed us.
For those who fear you, you gave the signal
to flee from the face of the bow.
With your right hand, grant salvation, and give answer,
that those whom you love may be free.
Give us aid against the foe,
for human help is vain.
With God we shall do bravely,
and God will trample down our foes.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Ezekiel 47:1a, 3b-5a, 9b
hen [the Lord] brought me back to the entrance of the
temple, and there! I saw water flowing out from under
the threshold of the temple toward the east. [H]e measured
off a thousand cubits and had me wade through the water;
it was ankle-deep. He measured off another thousand cubits
and once more had me wade through the water; it was up
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to the knees. He measured another thousand cubits and had
me wade through the water; it was up to my waist. Once more
he measured off a thousand cubits. Now it was a river I
could not wade across. [He said to me,] “Where these waters
flow they refresh; everything lives where the river goes.”
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Where the river flows, life abounds.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
God of abundant life, you are all-merciful and all-loving.
In trust we pray: r. Uphold us by your Spirit, O God.
Align your Church with the life and paschal mystery of
Jesus Christ. r.
Alert our hearts and minds to the richness of the liturgical
year, and help us to prepare for a new beginning. r.
Restore life and wholeness for people and lands ravaged
by war, natural disaster, or environmental tragedy. r.
Our Father . . .
May God have mercy on us and grant us salvation,
through Jesus the Suffering Servant. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
Sojourner Truth

Abolitionist (1797–1883)
Sojourner Truth was born into slavery in Hurley, New York.
Her parents named her Isabella, a name she abandoned at
forty-six when she took up her calling as a prophet and
preacher. In her youth she was bought and sold many times.
Throughout these years she carried on a conversation with
God, who assured her she would be free.
As a young woman she had been given in marriage to an
older slave, with whom she bore five children. But early one
morning in 1826, she walked away from her master’s farm,
taking with her only her infant daughter. For some years she
worked as a servant in New York City. But by 1843 she became convinced that God was calling her to a greater mission.
Taking the name Sojourner Truth, she commenced an itinerant ministry of the word, preaching from the Scriptures and
delivering God’s judgment against the evils of slavery. In time
she joined this theme with commitment to women’s rights.
At times she faced violent mobs. Yet she never doubted
that the end of slavery would come. In fact, she was present
in the capital in 1865 when Congress ratified the constitutional amendment abolishing slavery. She continued to
struggle for freedom and equality until the day she died on
November 26, 1883, at the age of eighty-six. A few days before,
she told a friend, “I’m not going to die, honey. I’m going home
like a shining star.”
“I have ploughed and planted, and gathered into barns, and
no man could head me! And ain’t I a woman? . . . I have borne
thirteen children, and seen most all sold off to slavery, and
when I cried out with my mother’s grief, none but Jesus heard
me! And ain’t I a woman?”
—Sojourner Truth
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Mass
Saturday of the Thirty-Fourth Week in Ordinary Time
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Psalm 85 (84):9
The Lord speaks of peace to his people and his holy ones /
and to those who turn to him.
Collect
Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord,
that, striving more eagerly
to bring your divine work to fruitful completion,
they may receive in greater measure
the healing remedies your kindness bestows.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
22:1-7
A reading from the Book of Revelation
Night will be no more, for the Lord God shall give them light.
ohn said: An angel showed me the river of life-giving
water, sparkling like crystal, flowing from the throne
of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the street, On
either side of the river grew the tree of life that produces
fruit twelve times a year, once each month; the leaves of the
trees serve as medicine for the nations. Nothing accursed
will be found anymore. The throne of God and of the Lamb
will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will
look upon his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.
Night will be no more, nor will they need light from lamp
or sun, for the Lord God shall give them light, and they
shall reign forever and ever.
And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and
true, and the Lord, the God of prophetic spirits, sent his
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angel to show his servants what must happen soon.” “Behold, I am coming soon.” Blessed is the one who keeps the
prophetic message of this book.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
95:1-2, 3-5, 6-7ab
.
(1
Corinthians
16:22b;
see
Revelation
22:20c)
Marana
tha!
r
Come, Lord Jesus!
Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord;
let us acclaim the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us joyfully sing psalms to him. r.
For the Lord is a great God,
and a great king above all gods;
In his hands are the depths of the earth,
and the tops of the mountains are his.
His is the sea, for he has made it,
and the dry land, which his hands have formed. r.
Come, let us bow down in worship;
let us kneel before the Lord who made us.
For he is our God,
and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he
guides. r.
Gospel Acclamation
Luke 21:36
Be vigilant at all times and pray
that you may have the strength to stand before the Son of
Man.
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 21:34-36
Be vigilant that you may have the strength to escape
the tribulations that are imminent.
esus said to his disciples: “Beware that your hearts do
not become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness
and the anxieties of daily life, and that day catch you by
surprise like a trap. For that day will assault everyone who
lives on the face of the earth. Be vigilant at all times and
pray that you have the strength to escape the tribulations
that are imminent and to stand before the Son of Man.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
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Prayer over the Offerings
Accept, O Lord, the sacred offerings
which at your bidding we dedicate to your name
and, in order that through these gifts
we may become worthy of your love,
grant us unfailing obedience to your commands.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Psalm 117 (116):1, 2
O praise the Lord, all you nations, / for his merciful love
towards us is great.
Or:
Matthew 28:20
Behold, I am with you always, / even to the end of the age,
says the Lord.
Prayer after Communion
We pray, almighty God,
that those to whom you give the joy
of participating in divine mysteries
may never be parted from you.
Through Christ our Lord.
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Reflection
To Live the Present Well
God’s will can be understood only by one who is attentive
and vigilant. This is why the gospel speaks so often of
vigilance.
The gospel directs us toward the present. It tells us not to
worry about the future, to ask the Father only for our daily
bread. Jesus invites us to carry today’s cross and says that each
day has trouble enough of its own. And he warns us that
“Once the hand is laid on the plough, no one who looks back
is fit for the kingdom of God” (Lk 9:62).
To get used to living the present well, we Christians must
know how to forget the past and how not to worry about the
future. This is only common sense: after all, the past exists
no more and the future will be when it becomes present.
Catherine of Siena said: “The fatigue of the past we don’t have,
because time has gone by. The fatigue of the future we don’t
have either, because we can’t be sure that we will have that
time.”
Great persons and saints know this principle. They are
used to discerning God’s voice from among the various inner
voices. And with practice it becomes easier, also because
God’s voice becomes stronger and is amplified.
At the start it might be more difficult. First we need to
learn how to trust in God, to believe in his love, and to do
with determination what we think is his will. We can be confident that he will bring us back on track, should we end up
going astray. And even when God’s will seems to be clear,
calling us for example to do a job that will take hours, there
is always a temptation to overcome, a scruple to be driven
away, some worry to be entrusted to the heart of God, wandering thoughts to get away from, desires to say no to.
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Living the present is a practice that is extraordinarily rich.
It grafts our earthly life already now into eternity.
Chiara Lubich, Here and Now
Chiara Lubich (1920–2008), an internationally known religious
leader and writer, was the founder of the Focolare, a movement
that includes people of all ages, races, and vocations who promote
unity, reconciliation, and the spirit of love.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 92:2-7, 12-16
It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
to make music to your name, O Most High,
to proclaim your faithful love in the morning,
and your truth in the watches of the night,
on the ten-stringed lute and the harp,
with the sound of song on the lyre.

You have gladdened me, O Lord, by your deeds;
for the work of your hands I shout with joy.
O Lord, how great are your works!
How deep are your designs!
The senseless cannot know this,
and the fool cannot understand.
My eyes looked in triumph on my foes;
my ears have heard of their fall.
The righteous will flourish like the palm tree,
and grow like a Lebanon cedar.
Planted in the house of the Lord,
they will flourish in the courts of our God,
still bearing fruit when they are old,
still full of sap, still green,
to proclaim that the Lord is upright.
In God, my rock, there is no wrong.
Glory to the Father . . .

Saturday 275

Scripture
1 Peter 5:8-11
e sober and vigilant. Your opponent the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion looking for [someone]
to devour. Resist him, steadfast in faith, knowing that your
fellow believers throughout the world undergo the same
sufferings. The God of all grace who called you to his eternal
glory through Christ [Jesus] will himself restore, confirm,
strengthen, and establish you after you have suffered a little.
To him be dominion forever. Amen.

B

Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)

Antiphon
The Lord promises, “Behold, I am coming soon.”
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
Gracious God, you gladden us by your deeds. In thanksgiving we pray: r. God, in your love, hear our prayer.
Nurture integrity and the peaceful pursuit of truth in
journalists, reporters, and prosecutors. r.
Strengthen and protect hospital personnel,
truck drivers, security officers, and all who serve us
through the night. r.
Shower your mercy upon caregivers and those who suffer
afflictions of mind or body. r.
Our Father . . .
May the God of all grace call us to eternal glory through
Christ Jesus and establish us in peace, by the power of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Sunday, November 27

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
Psalm 150
Alleluia!

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Praise God in the holy temple;
praise the Lord in the mighty firmament.
Praise God for powerful deeds;
for boundless grandeur, praise God.
O praise the Lord with sound of trumpet;
give praise with lute and harp.
Praise God with timbrel and dance;
give praise with strings and pipes.
O praise God with resounding cymbals;
give praise with clashing of cymbals.
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!
Alleluia!
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Genesis 6:5-8
hen the Lord saw how great the wickedness of human
beings was on earth, and how every desire that their
heart conceived was always nothing but evil, the Lord regretted making human beings on the earth, and his heart
was grieved.
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So the Lord said: I will wipe out from the earth the
human beings I have created, and not only the human beings, but also the animals and the crawling things and the
birds of the air, for I regret that I made them. But Noah
found favor with the Lord.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
At an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
God of the living, you are forgiving and merciful to every
creature. In hope we begin this Advent season and pray:
r. God of peace, hear our prayer.
You judge between nations: still cries for vengeance, and
help us to end all wars. r.
You light our path: strengthen candidates and sponsors
for baptism and confirmation. r.
You call us to put on Christ: make your Church a sign
of hope for the world and a place of welcome for
all people. r.
Our Father . . .
May God bless us with every gift of the Spirit so we may
be watchful and alert on the day of Christ’s coming.
Amen.
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Mass
First Sunday of Advent
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Psalm 25 (24):1-3
To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. / In you, I have
trusted; let me not be put to shame. / Nor let my enemies
exult over me; / and let none who hope in you be put to
shame.
(The Gloria is omitted.)
Collect
Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God,
the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ
with righteous deeds at his coming,
so that, gathered at his right hand,
they may be worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
2:1-5
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
The Lord will gather all nations into the
eternal peace of the kingdom of God.
his is what Isaiah, son of Amoz, saw concerning Judah
and Jerusalem.
In days to come, / the mountain of the Lord’s house /
shall be established as the highest mountain / and raised
above the hills. / All nations shall stream toward it; / many
peoples shall come and say: / “Come, let us climb the Lord’s
mountain, / to the house of the God of Jacob, / that he may
instruct us in his ways, / and we may walk in his paths.” /
For from Zion shall go forth instruction, / and the word of
the Lord from Jerusalem. / He shall judge between the na-
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tions, / and impose terms on many peoples. / They shall beat
their swords into plowshares / and their spears into pruning
hooks; / one nation shall not raise the sword against another, / nor shall they train for war again. / O house of Jacob,
come, / let us walk in the light of the Lord!
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
r. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
I rejoiced because they said to me,
“We will go up to the house of the Lord.”
And now we have set foot
within your gates, O Jerusalem. r.
Jerusalem, built as a city
with compact unity.
To it the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord. r.
According to the decree for Israel,
to give thanks to the name of the Lord.
In it are set up judgment seats,
seats for the house of David. r.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
May those who love you prosper!
May peace be within your walls,
prosperity in your buildings. r.
Because of my brothers and friends
I will say, “Peace be within you!”
Because of the house of the Lord, our God,
I will pray for your good. r.
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A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

B

13:11-14

Our salvation is nearer.

rothers and sisters: You know the time; it is the hour
now for you to awake from sleep. For our salvation is
nearer now than when we first believed; the night is advanced, the day is at hand. Let us then throw off the works
of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us conduct
ourselves properly as in the day, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in promiscuity and lust, not in rivalry and jealousy.
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the desires of the flesh.
The word of the Lord.
Gospel Acclamation
Show us Lord, your love;
and grant us your salvation.

Cf. Psalm 85:8

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

J

Stay awake, that you may be prepared!

24:37-44

esus said to his disciples: “As it was in the days of Noah,
so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. In those
days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day that Noah entered the ark. They did not know until the flood came and
carried them all away. So will it be also at the coming of the
Son of Man. Two men will be out in the field; one will be
taken, and one will be left. Two women will be grinding at
the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left. Therefore,
stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord
will come. Be sure of this: if the master of the house had
known the hour of night when the thief was coming, he
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would have stayed awake and not let his house be broken
into. So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you
do not expect, the Son of Man will come.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Creed (p. 320)
Prayer over the Offerings
Accept, we pray, O Lord, these offerings we make,
gathered from among your gifts to us,
and may what you grant us to celebrate devoutly here below
gain for us the prize of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Psalm 85 (84):13
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield
its increase.
Prayer after Communion
May these mysteries, O Lord,
in which we have participated,
profit us, we pray,
for even now, as we walk amid passing things,
you teach us by them to love the things of heaven
and hold fast to what endures.
Through Christ our Lord.
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Reflection
The Holy Thief
It is the hour now for you to awake from sleep.

We are often urged to be “woke,” a term derived from the
civil rights movement. Being woke means being alert to the
hidden prejudices that haunt our language and shape how
we see the world. This is good, but the danger is that we may
sniff out microaggressions everywhere, small slights and
snubs that were never intended, and it becomes hard for us
to be at ease with each other.
To be “awake” as a Christian means, in the words of Isaiah,
to “walk in the light of the Lord.” We become alert to the tiniest hints of the divine presence. The holy thief breaks into
our lives quietly, the barely audible click of a door, the softest
padding of feet. God steals into our lives in an unexpected
stranger’s generosity, a smile that is pure gift. Be alert!
Then we shall dare to look with naked eyes at the threats
that menace the survival of humanity: ecological catastrophe,
war, even nuclear bombs for the first time since my youth.
We will not dull our senses like those who ignored the coming Flood (Genesis 6–9), because we have glimpsed the one
who comes.
Whenever I have gone to war zones, to Iraq or Syria for
example, I have always returned more hopeful, for there I
meet brothers and sisters who look death in the face and yet
are joyful. God stealing in.
Fr. Timothy Radcliffe
Timothy Radcliffe, OP, is former master general of the Order of
Preachers and author of Stations of the Cross (with art by Martin
Erspamer, OSB) as well as Alive in God: A Christian Imagination.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 141:1-5, 8-10
I have called to you, Lord; O hasten to help me!
Hear my voice when I cry to you.
Let my prayer be as incense before you,
the raising of my hands like an evening oblation.
Set, O Lord, a guard on my mouth;
keep watch at the door of my lips!
Do not turn my heart to things that are evil,
to wicked deeds with those who are sinners.
Never allow me to share in their feasting.
If someone righteous strikes me it is kindness;
but let the oil of the wicked not anoint my head.
Let my prayer be ever against their malice.

To you my eyes are turned, O Lord, my Lord.
In you I take refuge; spare my soul!
From the trap they have laid for me, keep me safe;
keep me from the snares of those who do evil.
Let the wicked together fall into their traps,
while I pursue my way unharmed.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Ephesians 5:15-20
atch carefully then how you live, not as foolish persons but as wise, making the most of the opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not continue
in ignorance, but try to understand what is the will of the
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Lord. And do not get drunk on wine, in which lies debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another
[in] psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
playing to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks always and
for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God
the Father.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
God of salvation, you know the inmost depths of our
hearts. In humility we pray: r. O God, make haste to
help us.
Sustain the hope of those who wait for a kind word,
healing of a relationship, or the return of a loved one. r.
Expand our circle of care to include the homeless, the
marginalized, and those facing crises. r.
Help us to further dialogue, understanding, and
friendship among Christians, Muslims, and Jews. r.
Our Father . . .
May God show us love and grant us salvation, through
Christ Jesus, our promised peace. Amen.

November 27–30
First Week of Advent

Within the Word
Happy New Year!
No, it’s not January 1 yet, but that’s not the only “New Year’s
Day” in our multicultural world. A new year begins on
various days on the Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Chinese, Mayan,
and so many other calendars. So it should not seem strange
that the Christian New Year begins four Sundays before
Christmas, which this year is already on November 27 (technically, at sunset that Saturday).
Ours is not the kind of “new year” celebrated by secular
culture on January 1—full of festivity and good cheer, not to
mention resolutions, alcohol, and fireworks! The tone of the
Christian New Year and the Advent season is more akin to
Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, which begins a time
for evaluating one’s life before God that concludes on Yom
Kippur, the day of atonement and repentance.
While our Advent season is not primarily penitential, it
does include some wake-up calls! The Advent Scriptures challenge us to keep in mind that life on earth is not endless or
perfect. The Lectionary readings call us to take an honest
look at our lives and at our world and yet to continue living
in joyful hope. Our beautiful rituals, like lighting the candles
of our Advent wreath, gently remind us that we have reason
to see, foster, and increase the hope-filled light that shines in
the darkness. They also help us to long for the coming of
Jesus, who is the true light of the world.
286
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The word “Advent” comes from Latin adveniens, which
means “coming” or “arrival.” In ancient times it usually referred to the anticipated arrival of an emperor, king, or other
important person, for which one had to prepare carefully.
Our Christian New Year also begins with anticipation: someone important is coming for whom we must prepare!
Although many think Advent is primarily the season for
preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas, it is
also a time for us to prepare for the “Parousia,” our Lord’s
promised return in glory at the end of time.
The Advent Scriptures speak about the various “comings”
of our Lord in the past and future, but also in the present. At
the beginning of Advent, Isaiah and other prophets call us to
prepare for the (future) coming of the Day of the Lord. Near
the end of Advent, the readings focus on the biblical events
that happened just before the birth of Jesus. But in the middle
of Advent, we hear the preaching of John the Baptist, the
“forerunner” or “precursor” who prepared the people of his
time for the coming of the Lord. Meditating on the Baptist’s
words—calling the people to repent and to recognize the
“one who is mightier”—is also a good way of preparing ourselves for his coming to us here and now. There’s no need to
wait until the end of our lives, or the end of time, to be alert
to God’s desire to come to us in the present. Advent can help
us invite Jesus to come into our midst each and every day of
our lives. Or, as the early Christians said, “Maranatha, Come
Lord Jesus!”
—Fr. Felix Just, SJ
Fr. Felix Just, SJ, is the Coordinator of Ongoing Formation for
Clergy and of Theological/Liturgical Formation of Deacons in the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles.
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Monday, November 28

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
Psalm 8
O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic
is your name through all the earth!

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Your majesty is set above the heavens.
From the mouths of children and of babes
you fashioned praise to foil your enemy,
to silence the foe and the rebel.
When I see the heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars which you arranged,
what are human beings that you keep them in mind,
mortal creatures that you care for them?
Yet you have made them little lower than the angels;
with glory and honor you crowned them,
gave them power over the works of your hands:
you put all things under their feet,
All of them, sheep and oxen,
yes, even the cattle of the fields,
birds of the air, and fish of the sea
that make their way through the seas.
O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic
is your name through all the earth!
Glory to the Father . . .
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Scripture
Zechariah 8:20b-22
here will yet come peoples and inhabitants of many
cities; and the inhabitants of one city will approach
those of another, and say, “Come! let us go to implore the
favor of the Lord and to seek the Lord of hosts. I too am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations will come to seek
the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem and to implore the favor of
the Lord.
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Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the
Lord.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Great artist of the universe, your light shines throughout
the earth. In hope we pray: r. Loving God, pour your
grace upon our world.
Strengthen your Church to walk together as the Family
of God. r.
Flood your light into warring lands, and help us meet
conflict with peaceful means. r.
Bring conversion to bullies, oppressors, and those who
perform hate crimes. r.
Our Father . . .
May God nurture our growth in love for Jesus, our
neighbor, and all of creation, by the power of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

290 November 28

Blessed Among Us
St. Catherine Labouré
Visionary (1806–1876)

St. Catherine spent most of her life as a humble member of
the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, living in
convents in Paris and later Enghien-Reuilly. Her superiors
described her as “insignificant, cold, almost apathetic.” She
spent the last forty-five years of her life working in and eventually directing all operations of a nursing home for elderly
men run by her order. But it is for the first year of her religious
life, in 1830, and the extraordinary series of visions she experienced that year, that Catherine is remembered.
In one vision she saw the Blessed Mother standing on a
globe with shafts of light emanating from her hands. Surrounding the image were the words, “O Mary, conceived free
from sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee.” When the
Blessed Mother turned about, Catherine saw the letter M
with a cross above and two hearts below. She heard a voice
instruct her to have this image struck as a medal, with the
promise that those who wore it would receive favors through
Mary’s intercession.
Her confessor secured permission from the archbishop of
Paris to strike such a medal. The “miraculous medal” became
a vastly popular devotion, worn by millions. Catherine, however, refused to speak publicly of her visions to anyone but
her confessor, and she rejected any special attention. Only
after her death, on December 31, 1876, did the world learn
of her role in promoting the famous medal. She was canonized in 1947.
“Lord, I am here. Tell me what you would have me do. If He
gives me some task, I am content and I thank Him. If he gives
me nothing, I still thank Him.”
—St. Catherine Labouré
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Mass

Monday of the First Week of Advent
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Jeremiah 31:10; Isaiah 35:4
Hear the word of the Lord, O nations; / declare it to the
distant lands: / Behold, our Savior will come; you need no
longer fear.
Collect
Keep us alert, we pray, O Lord our God,
as we await the advent of Christ your Son,
so that, when he comes and knocks,
he may find us watchful in prayer
and exultant in his praise.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
4:2-6
There will be splendor for the survivors.
n that day, / The branch of the Lord will be luster and
glory, / and the fruit of the earth will be honor and
splendor / for the survivors of Israel. / He who remains in
Zion / and he who is left in Jerusalem / Will be called holy:
/ every one marked down for life in Jerusalem. / When the
Lord washes away / the filth of the daughters of Zion, / And
purges Jerusalem’s blood from her midst / with a blast of
searing judgment, / Then will the Lord create, / over the
whole site of Mount Zion / and over her place of assembly,
/ A smoking cloud by day / and a light of flaming fire by
night. / For over all, the Lord’s glory will be shelter and
protection: / shade from the parching heat of day, / refuge
and cover from storm and rain.
The word of the Lord.

O
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Responsorial Psalm
122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9
r. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
I rejoiced because they said to me,
“We will go up to the house of the Lord.”
And now we have set foot
within your gates, O Jerusalem. r.
Jerusalem, built as a city
with compact unity.
To it the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord. r.
According to the decree for Israel,
to give thanks to the name of the Lord.
In it are set up judgment seats,
seats for the house of David. r.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
May those who love you prosper!
May peace be within your walls,
prosperity in your buildings. r.
Because of my relatives and friends
I will say, “Peace be within you!”
Because of the house of the Lord, our God,
I will pray for your good. r.
Gospel Acclamation
See Psalm 80:4
Come and save us, Lord our God;
let your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

W

Many will come from the east and the west
into the Kingdom of heaven.

8:5-11

hen Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion approached him and appealed to him, saying, “Lord,
my servant is lying at home paralyzed, suffering dreadfully.”
He said to him, “I will come and cure him.” The centurion
said in reply, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you enter
under my roof; only say the word and my servant will be
healed. For I too am a man subject to authority, with soldiers subject to me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and
to another, ‘Come here,’ and he comes; and to my slave, ‘Do
this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus heard this, he was amazed
and said to those following him, “Amen, I say to you, in no
one in Israel have I found such faith. I say to you, many will
come from the east and the west, and will recline with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob at the banquet in the Kingdom
of heaven.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Prayer over the Offerings
Accept, we pray, O Lord, these offerings we make,
gathered from among your gifts to us,
and may what you grant us to celebrate devoutly here
below
gain for us the prize of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Cf. Psalm 106 (105):4-5; Isaiah 38:3
Come, O Lord, visit us in peace, / that we may rejoice
before you with a blameless heart.
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Prayer after Communion
May these mysteries, O Lord,
in which we have participated,
profit us, we pray,
for even now, as we walk amid passing things,
you teach us by them
to love the things of heaven
and hold fast to what endures.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
Whether Pink or Brown
A parishioner and I were standing outside church one Sunday
morning when a teenage girl sporting bright pink hair passed
by. The parishioner gave a disapproving look and commented
on “kids today.” She was in her 60s and had dark brown hair,
the result of her regular visits to the salon.
I don’t mind people changing their hair color. My mother
went blond at the appearance of the first gray hair and
kept her faux fair hair into her 70s. Some friends report that
the graying of their hair draws protests from their kids
and spouses.
That Sunday outside church was back in the 90s, during
the rise of supermodel Kate Moss. A lot of teenage girls were
going for the Moss look, which included her iconic pink hair.
The girl obviously liked the look and wanted to fit in with
her group.
Both women colored their hair. The only issue was the
choice of hue.
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People in Capernaum didn’t have a problem with Jesus’
healing. At issue was which people Jesus cured. Fixing up
fellow Galileans was one thing. Helping out a hated Roman
occupation army officer was another.
We tend to be like that. We all belong to the same human
family. Yet we assign our favor and disfavor according to
things like race, gender, age, language, nationality, and yes,
even hair color. But if we want real communion with Jesus,
and a place at the table with others from the east and west,
we need to be more accepting of all people as they are.
Fr. Paul Boudreau
Fr. Paul Boudreau is a retired priest of the Diocese of Norwich in
Connecticut. He helps out at St. Albert the Great Newman Parish in
Las Cruces, New Mexico.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
Psalm 146:1-2, 5-10
Alleluia!

(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

My soul, give praise to the Lord;
I will praise the Lord all my life,
sing praise to my God while I live.
Blessed the one who is helped by Jacob’s God,
whose hope is in the Lord our God,
who made the heavens and the earth,
the seas and all they contain,
Who preserves fidelity forever,
who does justice to those who are oppressed.
who furnishes bread to the hungry;
the Lord who sets prisoners free,
the Lord who opens the eyes of the blind,
the Lord who raises up those who are bowed down.
It is the Lord who loves the righteous,
the Lord who protects the stranger
and upholds the orphan and the widow,
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lord will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, from age to age.
Alleluia!
Glory to the Father . . .
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Scripture
1 Peter 1:23-25
ou have been born anew, not from perishable but from
imperishable seed, through the living and abiding
word of God, for: / “All flesh is like grass, / and all its glory
like the flower of the field; / the grass withers, / and the
flower wilts; / but the word of the Lord remains forever.” /
This is the word that has been proclaimed to you.

Y

Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Say but the word and I shall be healed.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
Just God, your Word is spirit and life. In faith we pray:
r. Strengthen our hope in you, O God.
Refresh parents with your peace, and give them joy in
their vocation. r.
Care for the hearts of those who have recently retired or
experience transition in their lives. r.
Protect and invigorate those who work in jobs that are
tedious, dangerous, or isolating. r.
Our Father . . .
May God bless us with the strength to know the enduring
love of Christ and so be filled with the fullness of God by
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Tuesday, November 29

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 119:1-8
Blessed are those whose way is blameless,
who walk in the law of the Lord!
Blessed are those who keep his decrees!
With all their hearts they seek him.
They never do anything evil,
but walk in God’s ways.
You have laid down your precepts
to be carefully kept.
May my ways be firm
in keeping your statutes.
Then I shall not be put to shame
as I fix my eyes on all your commands.
I will thank you with an upright heart,
as I learn your righteous judgments.
I will keep your statutes;
do not ever forsake me.
Glory to the Father . . .

Scripture
2 Samuel 23:1b-4
he oracle of David, son of Jesse; / the oracle of the man
God raised up, / Anointed of the God of Jacob, / favorite of the Mighty One of Israel. / The spirit of the Lord spoke
through me; / his word was on my tongue. / The God of

T
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Israel spoke; / of me the Rock of Israel said, / “One who
rules over humankind with justice, / who rules in the fear
of God, / Is like the light at sunrise / on a cloudless morning,
/ making the land’s vegetation glisten after rain.”
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)

Antiphon
A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse; the Spirit of
the Lord shall rest upon him.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Righteous God, we eagerly await your coming and pray:
r. God, in your wisdom, hear our prayer.
Nurture in all people a desire to protect the lives of the
unborn, the vulnerable, and the elderly. r.
Give patience and hope to those who are sick or
recovering from a physical ailment. r.
Sensitize us to the concerns and needs of those with
whom we live, work, or share an encounter. r.
Our Father . . .
May God enlighten our hearts by the Spirit of truth and
lead us to know our need for forgiveness and mercy,
through Jesus, our saving hope. Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
Servant of God Dorothy Day

Cofounder of the Catholic Worker (1897–1980)
In his 2015 speech to Congress, Pope Francis included Dorothy Day among his list of four “great Americans” who offer
a “new way of seeing and interpreting reality.” Among those
in the audience, there were surely some who remembered
that she had been called other things: Un-American, Communist, heretic. Now, with her cause for canonization in process, she may one day be called a saint. If so, she will be a
saint with an unusual backstory, having spent her youth
among Communists and other radicals. An unhappy love
affair ended tragically with an abortion.
And yet, following the later birth of a daughter, she under
went a dramatic conversion and became Catholic. She felt
that everything in her past had led her to this leap, including
the influence of her radical comrades with their passion for
justice and love for the poor. She prayed to connect these
convictions with her new faith and found an answer through
Peter Maurin, a French “peasant-philosopher,” who inspired
her to launch the Catholic Worker movement in 1933. In this
movement she combined the works of mercy with a critique
of the values and systems that create so much misery. Embrac
ing voluntary poverty, she was often arrested in protests for
peace, while pointing toward a new world based on solidarity,
mercy, and community. Her life was sustained by prayer,
devotion to the saints, and the practice of what she called
“the duty of delight.” Pointing toward a new model of holiness
for our time, Dorothy Day died on November 29, 1980.
“The greatest challenge of the day is: how to bring about a
revolution of the heart, a revolution which has to start with
each one of us.”
—Servant of God Dorothy Day
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Mass

Tuesday of the First Week of Advent
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Zechariah 14:5, 7
Behold, the Lord will come, and all his holy ones with
him; / and on that day there will be a great light.
Collect
Look with favor, Lord God, on our petitions,
and in our trials grant us your compassionate help,
that, consoled by the presence of your Son,
whose coming we now await,
we may be tainted no longer
by the corruption of former ways.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
11:1-10
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
The Spirit of the Lord God shall rest upon him.
n that day, / A shoot shall sprout from the stump of
Jesse, / and from his roots a bud shall blossom. / The
Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him: / a Spirit of wisdom
and of understanding, / A Spirit of counsel and of strength,
/ a Spirit of knowledge and of fear of the Lord, / and his
delight shall be the fear of the Lord. / Not by appearance
shall he judge, / nor by hearsay shall he decide, / But he shall
judge the poor with justice, / and decide aright for the land’s
afflicted. / He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his
mouth, / and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the
wicked. / Justice shall be the band around his waist, / and
faithfulness a belt upon his hips.
Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, / and the
leopard shall lie down with the kid; / The calf and the young

O
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lion shall browse together, / with a little child to guide them.
/ The cow and the bear shall be neighbors, / together their
young shall rest; / the lion shall eat hay like the ox. / The
baby shall play by the cobra’s den, / and the child lay his
hand on the adder’s lair. / There shall be no harm or ruin
on all my holy mountain; / for the earth shall be filled with
knowledge of the Lord, / as water covers the sea.
On that day, / The root of Jesse, / set up as a signal for
the nations, / The Gentiles shall seek out, / for his dwelling
shall be glorious.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
r. (see 7) Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of
peace for ever.
O God, with your judgment endow the king,
and with your justice, the king’s son;
He shall govern your people with justice
and your afflicted ones with judgment. r.
Justice shall flower in his days,
and profound peace, till the moon be no more.
May he rule from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth. r.
He shall rescue the poor when he cries out,
and the afflicted when he has no one to help him.
He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor;
the lives of the poor he shall save. r.
May his name be blessed forever;
as long as the sun his name shall remain.
In him shall all the tribes of the earth be blessed;
all the nations shall proclaim his happiness. r.
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Gospel Acclamation
Behold, our Lord shall come with power;
he will enlighten the eyes of his servants.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 10:21-24
Jesus rejoices in the Holy Spirit.
esus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I give you
praise, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although
you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned
you have revealed them to the childlike. Yes, Father, such
has been your gracious will. All things have been handed
over to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is
except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.”
Turning to the disciples in private he said, “Blessed are
the eyes that see what you see. For I say to you, many
prophets and kings desired to see what you see, but did not
see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

J

Prayer over the Offerings
Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble prayers and
offerings,
and, since we have no merits to plead our cause,
come, we pray, to our rescue
with the protection of your mercy.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Cf. 2 Timothy 4:8
The Just Judge will bestow a crown of righteousness / on
those who eagerly await his coming.
Prayer after Communion
Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment,
we humbly beseech you, O Lord,
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that, through our partaking in this mystery,
you may teach us to judge wisely the things of earth
and hold firm to the things of heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.

Reflection
Embrace This Moment
The prophet Isaiah paints an incredibly utopian vision of the
future of God’s movement. Nonviolence will be the bedrock
of the reign to come. The spiritual gifts of wisdom, understanding, and discernment will serve as pillars of this new
divine order. The prophet’s vision is so radical that even the
instincts of predatory animals will be reversed so that children may guide, play, and sleep safely with them. How can
this vision be applied to our current times?
If our world is saturated with corporate colonialism,
rugged individualism, racism, sexism, and environmental
degradation, then we must admit that this is the societal conditioning we grew up with. The insidious nature of bias fosters
within us an insatiable impulse to buy and consume more
than we need, to isolate ourselves, to warp the way we see
others, and to break the bonds of kinship. Tragically, our
connection to Mother Earth has been severed, leading us to
believe that we should dominate Her.
These are impulses and behaviors that we have been conditioned to accept as natural. But when false truths are rooted
in the dehumanizing forces of violence and greed, it bears
rotten fruit. What if we had systems—social, political, cultural, economic, and environmental—that oriented us to
truly live in harmony, peace, community, and unity?
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That is the prophetic path of Isaiah, an Advent vision. As
people called to be co-creators with God, we are responsible
for building transformative systems that must embody courage and love if they are to bear everlasting fruit. We can
embrace this moment as an opportunity to create a reality
reflective of Isaiah’s dream, or we can succumb to a false and
numb reality. Let us choose the glorious divine new order.
Joanna Arellano-Gonzalez
Joanna Arellano-Gonzalez is a cofounder and the Director of
Spiritual & Theological Formation with the Coalition for Spiritual
& Public Leadership, a spiritually rooted community organizing
coalition in the Chicagoland area. Visit their work at csplaction.org.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 26:1-3, 6-12
Give judgment for me, O Lord,
for I have walked in my integrity.
I have trusted in the Lord; I have not wavered.
Examine me, Lord, and try me.
O test my heart and my mind.
Your faithful love is before my eyes,
and I walk according to your truth.
I wash my hands in innocence
and take my place around your altar,
singing a song of thanksgiving,
recounting all your wonders.
O Lord, I love the house where you dwell,
the place where your glory abides.
Do not sweep away my soul with sinners,
nor my life with those who shed blood,
in whose hands are evil plots,
whose right hands are filled with a bribe.
As for me, I walk in my integrity.
Redeem me and have mercy on me.
My foot stands on level ground:
I will bless the Lord in the assembly.
Glory to the Father . . .

Tuesday 307

Scripture
Romans 15:8b-9, 12-13
hrist became a minister of the circumcised to show
God’s truthfulness, to confirm the promises to the patriarchs, but so that the Gentiles might glorify God for his
mercy. As it is written: / “Therefore, I will praise you among
the Gentiles / and sing praises to your name.” / And again
Isaiah says: / “The root of Jesse shall come, / raised up to rule
the Gentiles; / in him shall the Gentiles hope.” / May the God
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
you may abound in hope by the power of the holy Spirit.

C

Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
All peoples shall seek the root of Jesse.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
Redeeming God, your faithful love is ever before us.
In trust we pray: r. God, lead us to your truth.
Illuminate our minds and hearts to judge what is right
and just. r.
Give integrity, perseverance, and understanding to
communication professionals. r.
Help us to use technology for the upbuilding of peace,
respect, and friendship among all people. r.
Our Father . . .
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in
believing, so we may abound in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Wednesday, November 30

Morning
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth will proclaim your praise.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 19:2-7
The heavens declare the glory of God,
whose handiwork the firmament proclaims.
Day unto day conveys the message,
and night unto night imparts the knowledge.

No speech, no word, whose voice goes unheeded;
their sound goes forth through all the earth,
their message to the utmost bounds of the world.
There God has placed a tent for the sun;
it comes forth like a bridegroom coming from his tent,
rejoices like a champion to run its course.
At one end of the heavens is the rising of the sun;
to its furthest end it runs its course.
There is nothing concealed from its burning heat.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
Isaiah 52:7-10
ow beautiful upon the mountains / are the feet of the
one bringing good news, / Announcing peace, bearing
good news, / announcing salvation, saying to Zion, / “Your
God is King!”
Listen! Your sentinels raise a cry, / together they shout
for joy, / For they see directly, before their eyes, / the Lord’s
return to Zion. / Break out together in song, / O ruins of

H
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Jerusalem! / For the Lord has comforted his people, / has
redeemed Jerusalem. / The Lord has bared his holy arm /
in the sight of all the nations; / All the ends of the earth can
see / the salvation of our God.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)

Antiphon
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
Canticle of Zechariah (inside front cover)
Intercessions
Provident God, you called St. Andrew to leave his nets
and follow you. In company with him we pray:
r. God, in your love, hear our prayer.
Help your Church to listen together in peace for the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. r.
Strengthen and renew doctors, nurses, and
health professionals. r.
Prosper the livelihood of fishers, marine biologists,
and all who work at sea. r.
Our Father . . .
May God bless us, protect us, and guide us in the ways of
mercy and truth, through Jesus, who calls us by name.
Amen.
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Blessed Among Us
Etty Hillesum

Mystic of the Holocaust (1914–1943)
Etty Hillesum, a young Jewish woman who lived in Amsterdam during the Nazi occupation, became one of the millions
of victims of the Holocaust. Though her public life left little
trace, her diary, published many years after her death, offered
a meticulous record of her inner life. From the day Dutch
Jews were ordered to wear a yellow star up to the day she
boarded a cattle car for occupied Poland, Etty consecrated
herself to an ambitious task: to bear witness to the inviolable
power of love and to reconcile her keen sensitivity to suffering
with her appreciation for the beauty of existence.
Though she identified with no particular religious tradition, Etty’s spirituality drew on eclectic sources—the Bible,
Rilke, Dostoevsky. She believed the most important task was
to hold fast to the encounter with God in her soul and other
people, to affirm the meaning of life in the face of all evidence
to the contrary. Gradually, as the net of persecution drew
tighter, her diary became a prayer to God. When she knew
she would be deported, she accepted her fate and her calling:
to be present at the heart of suffering, to be “the thinking
heart of the concentration camp.” She was deported to
Auschwitz on September 7, 1943. From the train window she
tossed out a card that read, “We have left the camp singing.”
She died on November 30 at the age of twenty-nine.
“I know that a new and kinder day will come. I would so much
like to live on, if only to express all the love I carry within me.
And there is only one way of preparing the new age, by living
it even now in our hearts.”
—Etty Hillesum
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Mass

St. Andrew, Feast
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Matthew 4:18-19
Beside the Sea of Galilee, / the Lord saw two brothers,
Peter and Andrew, / and he said to them: / Come after me
and I will make you fishers of men.
Gloria (p. 319)
Collect
We humbly implore your majesty, O Lord,
that, just as the blessed Apostle Andrew
was for your Church a preacher and pastor,
so he may be for us a constant intercessor before you.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

10:9-18

B

Thus faith comes from what is heard,
and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.

rothers and sisters: If you confess with your mouth that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with
the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the
mouth and so is saved. The Scripture says, No one who
believes in him will be put to shame. There is no distinction
between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, enriching all who call upon him. For everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved.
But how can they call on him in whom they have not
believed? And how can they believe in him of whom they
have not heard? And how can they hear without someone
to preach? And how can people preach unless they are sent?
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As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of those who bring
the good news! But not everyone has heeded the good news;
for Isaiah says, Lord, who has believed what was heard from
us? Thus faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard
comes through the word of Christ. But I ask, did they not
hear? Certainly they did; for / Their voice has gone forth to
all the earth, / and their words to the ends of the world.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm
19:8, 9, 10, 11
.
(10)
The
judgments
of
the
Lord
are
true,
and
all of
r
them are just. or: r. (John 6:63) Your words, Lord, are
Spirit and life.
The law of the Lord is perfect,
refreshing the soul;
The decree of the Lord is trustworthy,
giving wisdom to the simple. r.
The precepts of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart;
The command of the Lord is clear,
enlightening the eye. r.
The fear of the Lord is pure,
enduring forever;
The ordinances of the Lord are true,
all of them just. r.
They are more precious than gold,
than a heap of purest gold;
Sweeter also than syrup
or honey from the comb. r.
Gospel Acclamation
Come after me, says the Lord,
and I will make you fishers of men.

Matthew 4:19
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

A

Immediately they left their nets and followed him.

4:18-22

sJesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother
Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. He
said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers
of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him. He
walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James,
the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a
boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He
called them, and immediately they left their boat and their
father and followed him.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Prayer over the Offerings
Grant us, almighty God, that through these offerings,
which we bring on the feast day of Saint Andrew,
we may please you by what we have brought
and be given life by what you have accepted.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Cf. John 1:41-42
Andrew told his brother Simon: / We have found the
Messiah, the Christ, / and he brought him to Jesus.
Prayer after Communion
May communion in your Sacrament strengthen us,
O Lord,
so that by the example of the blessed Apostle Andrew
we, who carry in our body the Death of Christ,
may merit to live with him in glory.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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Reflection
No Advance Script
Did Peter and Andrew, James and John actually leave their
nets “immediately” and follow Jesus (Mt 4:20, 22)? Not at
all impossible; not when we read a bit later that a would-be
disciple who wanted time to go and bury his father was told
by Jesus, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead”
(Mt 8:21-22). Matthew may well be suggesting the powerful
attraction of Jesus, may well be hinting at the demands made
by a gospel call: no delay, leave all else now. On the other
hand, it is still possible that Matthew is compressing a longer
story, possible that there may have been time for a growth in
attraction. We find hints of this in John’s Gospel. Remember
how Andrew and John spent a day with Jesus, how Andrew
then brought his brother Peter to him? . . .
But if we are not sure how quickly each of the Twelve responded to Jesus, one element in their vocation is clear as
crystal. Like Mary of Nazareth before the angel Gabriel, so the
Twelve before Jesus: None of them received a script, not one
was given a scenario, detailing what apostleship would bring
in its train. It was only gradually, only through harsh experience, that they would learn the cost of discipleship. . . .
For Peter and the rest, [it was] nothing but a grace—an
extraordinary grace—grace to say yes to a most extraordinary
man. Grace to leave a profitable job—fishing, for example,
or collecting taxes—and follow this strange, attractive teacher
wherever he might lead.
Fr. Walter J. Burghardt, Let Justice Roll Down Like Waters
Walter J. Burghardt, SJ, a scholar of Church history and theology,
was a spellbinding preacher whose calls for social justice and
understanding influenced generations of priests and pastors.
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Evening
God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.
(opt. hymn, pp. 348–53)

Psalm 34:2-10
I will bless the Lord at all times;
praise is always in my mouth.
In the Lord my soul shall make its boast;
the humble shall hear and be glad.
Glorify the Lord with me;
together let us praise God’s name.
I sought the Lord, who answered me,
and set me free from all my terrors.
Look towards the Lord and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.
When the lowly call out, the Lord hears,
and rescues them from all their distress.

The angel of the Lord is encamped
around those who are reverent, to rescue them.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who seek refuge in him.
Fear the Lord, you holy ones.
They lack nothing, those who fear God.
Glory to the Father . . .
Scripture
1 Corinthians 2:1-5
hen I came to you . . . proclaiming the mystery of
God, I did not come with sublimity of words or of
wisdom. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with
you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. I came to you

W
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in weakness and fear and much trembling, and my message
and my proclamation were not with persuasive [words of]
wisdom, but with a demonstration of spirit and power, so
that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the
power of God.
Read, Ponder, Pray on a word or phrase from these readings or
another of today’s Scriptures (Lectio Divina, p. 347)
Antiphon
Andrew followed Jesus through the cross to glory.
Canticle of Mary (inside back cover)
Intercessions
Gracious God, you call us to be your disciples. Relying on
your grace we pray: r. Show us mercy, God.
Help us to nurture the peace that is ours in Christ Jesus. r.
Transform the hearts of those involved in
criminal activity. r.
Rescue those who are trafficked or criminally exploited. r.
Our Father . . .
May God strengthen us in faith that we may always put
our hope and trust in the love God has for us. Amen.
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❙❚ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
❙❚ Amen.
Greeting
A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And with your spirit.
B Grace to you and peace from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ.
And with your spirit.

C The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

Penitential Act
Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
(Pause)
A I confess to almighty God

and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
And, striking their breast, they say:

through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
Then they continue:
317
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therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
B Have mercy on us, O Lord.

For we have sinned against you.
Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
And grant us your salvation.

These or other invocations may be used.

C You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Or: Kyrie, eleison.
Or: Kyrie, eleison.

You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy. Or: Christe, eleison.
Christ, have mercy. Or: Christe, eleison.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father to
intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy. Or: Kyrie, eleison.
Lord, have mercy. Or: Kyrie, eleison.
❙❚ May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
❙❚ Amen.
Kyrie

The Kyrie, eleison (Lord, have mercy) invocations follow, unless they
have just occurred in a formula of the Penitential Act.

❙❚ Lord, have mercy.
❙❚ Lord, have mercy.

❙❚ Kyrie, eleison.
❙❚ Kyrie, eleison.

❙❚ Christ, have mercy.
❙❚ Christ, have mercy.

❙❚ Christe, eleison.
❙❚ Christe, eleison.

❙❚ Lord, have mercy.
❙❚ Lord, have mercy.

❙❚ Kyrie, eleison.
❙❚ Kyrie, eleison.
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Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
Collect (Opening Prayer)

Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
Responsorial Psalm
Second Reading

320 The Order of Mass

Gospel Acclamation
Gospel
Cleanse my heart and my lips, almighty God,
that I may worthily proclaim your holy Gospel.
❙❚ The Lord be with you.
❙❚ And with your spirit.
❙❚ A reading from the holy Gospel according to N.
❙❚ Glory to you, O Lord.
At the end:

❙❚ The Gospel of the Lord.
❙❚ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Through the words of the Gospel
may our sins be wiped away.
Homily
Profession of Faith

[The Apostles’ Creed can be found on p. 345]

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
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 At the words that follow, up to and including and became man,
all bow.

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Faithful (Bidding Prayers)

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Presentation and Preparation of the Gifts
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the bread we offer you:
fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
it will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.
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By the mystery of this water and wine
may we come to share in the divinity of Christ
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the wine we offer you:
fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
it will become our spiritual drink.
Blessed be God for ever.
With humble spirit and contrite heart
may we be accepted by you, O Lord,
and may our sacrifice in your sight this day
be pleasing to you, Lord God.
Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.
Invitation to Prayer
Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),
that my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God,
the almighty Father.
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good
and the good of all his holy Church.
Prayer over the Offerings
Eucharistic Prayer
❙❚ The Lord be with you. ❙❚ And with your spirit.
❙❚ Lift up your hearts.
❙❚ We lift them up to the Lord.
❙❚ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
❙❚ It is right and just.
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Preface I of the Sundays in Ordinary Time
The Paschal Mystery and the People of God

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.
For through his Paschal Mystery,
he accomplished the marvelous deed,
by which he has freed us from the yoke of sin and death,
summoning us to the glory of being now called
a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a people for your own possession,
to proclaim everywhere your mighty works,
for you have called us out of darkness
into your own wonderful light.
And so, with Angels and Archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts . . .
Common Preface III

Praise to God for the creation and restoration of the human race

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For just as through your beloved Son
you created the human race,
so also through him
with great goodness you formed it anew.
And so, it is right that all your creatures serve you,
all the redeemed praise you,
and all your Saints with one heart bless you.
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Therefore, we, too, extol you with all the Angels,
as in joyful celebration we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts . . .
Preface I of Saints
The glory of the Saints

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For you are praised in the company of your Saints
and, in crowning their merits, you crown your own gifts.
By their way of life you offer us an example,
by communion with them you give us companionship,
by their intercession, sure support,
so that, encouraged by so great a cloud of witnesses,
we may run as victors in the race before us
and win with them the imperishable crown of glory,
through Christ our Lord.
And so, with the Angels and Archangels,
and with the great multitude of the Saints,
we sing the hymn of your praise,
as without end we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts . . .
Preface II for the Dead

Christ died so that we might live

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.
For as one alone he accepted death,
so that we might all escape from dying;
as one man he chose to die,
so that in your sight we all might live for ever.
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And so, in company with the choirs of Angels,
we praise you, and with joy we proclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts . . .
Preface for Thanksgiving Day
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.
You have entrusted to us
the great gift of freedom,
a gift that calls forth
responsibility and commitment
to the truth that all have a fundamental dignity before you.
In Jesus, through his Death and Resurrection,
we find our ultimate redemption,
freedom from sin,
and every blessing.
As so, with hearts full of love,
we join the angels, today and every day of our lives,
to sing your glory as we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts . . .
Preface for Christ, King of the Universe
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For you anointed your Only Begotten Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ, with the oil of gladness
as eternal Priest and King of all creation,
so that, by offering himself on the altar of the Cross
as a spotless sacrifice to bring us peace,
he might accomplish the mysteries of human redemption
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and, making all created things subject to his rule,
he might present to the immensity of your majesty
an eternal and universal kingdom,
a kingdom of truth and life,
a kingdom of holiness and grace,
a kingdom of justice, love and peace.
And so, with Angels and Archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts . . .
Preface I of Advent (Nov. 27–Dec. 16)
The two comings of Christ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.
For he assumed at his first coming
the lowliness of human flesh,
and so fulfilled the design you formed long ago,
and opened for us the way to eternal salvation,
that, when he comes again in glory and majesty
and all is at last made manifest,
we who watch for that day
may inherit the great promise
in which now we dare to hope.
And so, with Angels and Archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:
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Sanctus
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Eucharistic Prayer I (Roman Canon)
To you, therefore, most merciful Father,
we make humble prayer and petition
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord:
that you accept
and bless c these gifts, these offerings,
these holy and unblemished sacrifices,
which we offer you firstly
for your holy catholic Church.
Be pleased to grant her peace,
to guard, unite and govern her
throughout the whole world,
together with your servant N. our Pope
and N. our Bishop,
and all those who, holding to the truth,
hand on the catholic and apostolic faith.
Remember, Lord, your servants N. and N.
and all gathered here,
whose faith and devotion are known to you.
For them, we offer you this sacrifice of praise
or they offer it for themselves
and all who are dear to them:
for the redemption of their souls,
in hope of health and well-being,
and paying their homage to you,
the eternal God, living and true.
In communion with those whose memory we venerate,
especially the glorious ever-Virgin Mary,
Mother of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ,
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† and blessed Joseph, her Spouse,
your blessed Apostles and Martyrs,
Peter and Paul, Andrew,
(James, John,
Thomas, James, Philip,
Bartholomew, Matthew,
Simon and Jude;
Linus, Cletus, Clement, Sixtus,
Cornelius, Cyprian,
Lawrence, Chrysogonus,
John and Paul,
Cosmas and Damian)

and all your Saints;
we ask that through their merits and prayers,
in all things we may be defended
by your protecting help.
(Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)
Therefore, Lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family;
order our days in your peace,
and command that we be delivered from eternal damnation
and counted among the flock of those you have chosen.
(Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)
Be pleased, O God, we pray,
to bless, acknowledge,
and approve this offering in every respect;
make it spiritual and acceptable,
so that it may become for us
the Body and Blood of your most beloved Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ.
On the day before he was to suffer,
he took bread in his holy and venerable hands,
and with eyes raised to heaven
to you, O God, his almighty Father,
giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
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broke the bread
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take this, all of you, and eat of it,
for this is my Body,
which will be given up for you.
In a similar way, when supper was ended,
he took this precious chalice
in his holy and venerable hands,
and once more giving you thanks, he said the blessing
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

Take this, all of you, and drink from it,
for this is the chalice of my Blood,
the Blood of the new and eternal covenant,
which will be poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in memory of me.
The mystery of faith.
A We proclaim your Death, O Lord,

and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

B When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,

we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.

C Save us, Savior of the world,

for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

Therefore, O Lord,
as we celebrate the memorial of the blessed Passion,
the Resurrection from the dead,
and the glorious Ascension into heaven
of Christ, your Son, our Lord,
we, your servants and your holy people,
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offer to your glorious majesty
from the gifts that you have given us,
this pure victim,
this holy victim,
this spotless victim,
the holy Bread of eternal life
and the Chalice of everlasting salvation.
Be pleased to look upon these offerings
with a serene and kindly countenance,
and to accept them,
as once you were pleased to accept
the gifts of your servant Abel the just,
the sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith,
and the offering of your high priest Melchizedek,
a holy sacrifice, a spotless victim.
In humble prayer we ask you, almighty God:
command that these gifts be borne
by the hands of your holy Angel
to your altar on high
in the sight of your divine majesty,
so that all of us, who through this participation at the altar
receive the most holy Body and Blood of your Son,
may be filled with every grace and heavenly blessing.
(Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)
Remember also, Lord, your servants N. and N.,
who have gone before us with the sign of faith
and rest in the sleep of peace.
Grant them, O Lord, we pray,
and all who sleep in Christ,
a place of refreshment, light and peace.
(Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)
To us, also, your servants, who, though sinners,
hope in your abundant mercies,
graciously grant some share
and fellowship with your holy Apostles and Martyrs:
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with John the Baptist, Stephen,
Matthias, Barnabas,
(Ignatius, Alexander,
Marcellinus, Peter,
Felicity, Perpetua,
Agatha, Lucy,
Agnes, Cecilia, Anastasia)

and all your Saints;
admit us, we beseech you,
into their company,
not weighing our merits,
but granting us your pardon,
through Christ our Lord.
Through whom
you continue to make all these good things, O Lord;
you sanctify them, fill them with life,
bless them, and bestow them upon us.
Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer, p. 341.

Eucharistic Prayer II
Preface

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father most holy,
through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
your Word through whom you made all things,
whom you sent as our Savior and Redeemer,
incarnate by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin.
Fulfilling your will and gaining for you a holy people,
he stretched out his hands as he endured his Passion,
so as to break the bonds of death and manifest the resurrection.

332 The Order of Mass

And so, with the Angels and all the Saints
we declare your glory,
as with one voice we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts . . .
You are indeed Holy, O Lord,
the fount of all holiness.
Make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray,
by sending down your Spirit upon them like the dewfall,
so that they may become for us
the Body and c Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.
At the time he was betrayed
and entered willingly into his Passion,
he took bread and, giving thanks, broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take this, all of you, and eat of it,
for this is my Body,
which will be given up for you.
In a similar way, when supper was ended,
he took the chalice
and, once more giving thanks,
he gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take this, all of you, and drink from it,
for this is the chalice of my Blood,
the Blood of the new and eternal covenant,
which will be poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in memory of me.
The mystery of faith.
A We proclaim your Death, O Lord,

and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
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B When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,

we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.

C Save us, Savior of the world,

for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

Therefore, as we celebrate
the memorial of his Death and Resurrection,
we offer you, Lord,
the Bread of life and the Chalice of salvation,
giving thanks that you have held us worthy
to be in your presence and minister to you.
Humbly we pray
that, partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ,
we may be gathered into one by the Holy Spirit.
Remember, Lord, your Church,
spread throughout the world,
and bring her to the fullness of charity,
together with N. our Pope and N. our Bishop
and all the clergy.
Remember also our brothers and sisters
who have fallen asleep in the hope of the resurrection,
and all who have died in your mercy:
welcome them into the light of your face.
Have mercy on us all, we pray,
that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
with blessed Joseph, her Spouse,
with the blessed Apostles,
and all the Saints who have pleased you throughout the ages,
we may merit to be coheirs to eternal life,
and may praise and glorify you
through your Son, Jesus Christ.
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Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer, p. 341.

Eucharistic Prayer III
You are indeed Holy, O Lord,
and all you have created
rightly gives you praise,
for through your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,
by the power and working of the Holy Spirit,
you give life to all things and make them holy,
and you never cease to gather a people to yourself,
so that from the rising of the sun to its setting
a pure sacrifice may be offered to your name.
Therefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you:
by the same Spirit graciously make holy
these gifts we have brought to you for consecration,
that they may become the Body and c Blood
of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,
at whose command we celebrate these mysteries.
For on the night he was betrayed
he himself took bread,
and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take this, all of you, and eat of it,
for this is my Body,
which will be given up for you.
In a similar way, when supper was ended,
he took the chalice,
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and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

Take this, all of you, and drink from it,
for this is the chalice of my Blood,
the Blood of the new and eternal covenant,
which will be poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in memory of me.
The mystery of faith.
A We proclaim your Death, O Lord,

and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

B When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,

we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.

C Save us, Savior of the world,

for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial
of the saving Passion of your Son,
his wondrous Resurrection
and Ascension into heaven,
and as we look forward to his second coming,
we offer you in thanksgiving
this holy and living sacrifice.
Look, we pray, upon the oblation of your Church
and, recognizing the sacrificial Victim by whose death
you willed to reconcile us to yourself,
grant that we, who are nourished
by the Body and Blood of your Son
and filled with his Holy Spirit,
may become one body, one spirit in Christ.
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May he make of us
an eternal offering to you,
so that we may obtain an inheritance with your elect,
especially with the most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
with blessed Joseph, her Spouse,
with your blessed Apostles and glorious Martyrs
(with Saint N.: the Saint of the day or Patron Saint)
and with all the Saints,
on whose constant intercession in your presence
we rely for unfailing help.
May this Sacrifice of our reconciliation,
we pray, O Lord,
advance the peace and salvation of all the world.
Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity
your pilgrim Church on earth,
with your servant N. our Pope and N. our Bishop,
the Order of Bishops, all the clergy,
and the entire people you have gained for your own.
Listen graciously to the prayers of this family,
whom you have summoned before you:
in your compassion, O merciful Father,
gather to yourself all your children
scattered throughout the world.
† To our departed brothers and sisters
and to all who were pleasing to you
at their passing from this life,
give kind admittance to your kingdom.
There we hope to enjoy for ever the fullness of your glory
through Christ our Lord,
through whom you bestow on the world all that is good. †
Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
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for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer, p. 341.

Eucharistic Prayer IV
Preface

It is truly right to give you thanks,
truly just to give you glory, Father most holy,
for you are the one God living and true,
existing before all ages and abiding for all eternity,
dwelling in unapproachable light;
yet you, who alone are good, the source of life,
have made all that is,
so that you might fill your creatures with blessings
and bring joy to many of them by the glory of your light.
And so, in your presence are countless hosts of Angels,
who serve you day and night
and, gazing upon the glory of your face,
glorify you without ceasing.
With them we, too, confess your name in exultation,
giving voice to every creature under heaven,
as we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts . . .
We give you praise, Father most holy,
for you are great
and you have fashioned all your works
in wisdom and in love.
You formed man in your own image
and entrusted the whole world to his care,
so that in serving you alone, the Creator,
he might have dominion over all creatures.
And when through disobedience he had lost your friendship,
you did not abandon him to the domain of death.
For you came in mercy to the aid of all,
so that those who seek might find you.

338 The Order of Mass

Time and again you offered them covenants
and through the prophets
taught them to look forward to salvation.
And you so loved the world, Father most holy,
that in the fullness of time
you sent your Only Begotten Son to be our Savior.
Made incarnate by the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary,
he shared our human nature
in all things but sin.
To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation,
to prisoners, freedom,
and to the sorrowful of heart, joy.
To accomplish your plan,
he gave himself up to death,
and, rising from the dead,
he destroyed death and restored life.
And that we might live no longer for ourselves
but for him who died and rose again for us,
he sent the Holy Spirit from you, Father,
as the first fruits for those who believe,
so that, bringing to perfection his work in the world,
he might sanctify creation to the full.
Therefore, O Lord, we pray:
may this same Holy Spirit
graciously sanctify these offerings,
that they may become
the Body and c Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
for the celebration of this great mystery,
which he himself left us
as an eternal covenant.
For when the hour had come
for him to be glorified by you, Father most holy,
having loved his own who were in the world,
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he loved them to the end:
and while they were at supper,
he took bread, blessed and broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take this, all of you, and eat of it,
for this is my Body,
which will be given up for you.
In a similar way,
taking the chalice filled with the fruit of the vine,
he gave thanks,
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

Take this, all of you, and drink from it,
for this is the chalice of my Blood,
the Blood of the new and eternal covenant,
which will be poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in memory of me.
The mystery of faith.
A We proclaim your Death, O Lord,

and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

B When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,

we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.

C Save us, Savior of the world,

for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

Therefore, O Lord,
as we now celebrate the memorial of our redemption,
we remember Christ’s Death
and his descent to the realm of the dead,
we proclaim his Resurrection
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and his Ascension to your right hand,
and, as we await his coming in glory,
we offer you his Body and Blood,
the sacrifice acceptable to you
which brings salvation to the whole world.
Look, O Lord, upon the Sacrifice
which you yourself have provided for your Church,
and grant in your loving kindness
to all who partake of this one Bread and one Chalice
that, gathered into one body by the Holy Spirit,
they may truly become a living sacrifice in Christ
to the praise of your glory.
Therefore, Lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant N. our Pope,
N. our Bishop, and the whole Order of Bishops,
all the clergy,
those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.
Remember also
those who have died in the peace of your Christ
and all the dead,
whose faith you alone have known.
To all of us, your children,
grant, O merciful Father,
that we may enter into a heavenly inheritance
with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
with blessed Joseph, her Spouse,
and with your Apostles and Saints in your kingdom.
There, with the whole of creation,
freed from the corruption of sin and death,
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may we glorify you through Christ our Lord,
through whom you bestow on the world all that is good.
Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Communion Rite

Lord’s Prayer
At the Savior’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days,
that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin
and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
For the kingdom,
the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
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Sign of Peace
Lord Jesus Christ,
who said to your Apostles:
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
look not on our sins,
but on the faith of your Church,
and graciously grant her peace and unity
in accordance with your will.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
Amen.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And with your spirit.
Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
Breaking of the Bread
May this mingling of the Body and Blood
of our Lord Jesus Christ
bring eternal life to us who receive it.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God,
who, by the will of the Father
and the work of the Holy Spirit,
through your Death gave life to the world,
free me by this, your most holy Body and Blood,
from all my sins and from every evil;
keep me always faithful to your commandments,
and never let me be parted from you.
Or:
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May the receiving of your Body and Blood,
Lord Jesus Christ,
not bring me to judgment and condemnation,
but through your loving mercy
be for me protection in mind and body
and a healing remedy.
Invitation to Communion
Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.
If there is no singing, the communion antiphon is recited.

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rites

Final Blessing
❙❚ The Lord be with you.
❙❚ And with your spirit.
❙❚ May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, c and the Holy Spirit.
❙❚ Amen.
Dismissal
A Go forth, the Mass is ended.
B Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord.
C Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
D Go in peace.

Thanks be to God.

Celebration of the Liturgy of the Word
[With Holy Communion]

Introductory Rites
Introduction

Deacon or lay leader:

We gather here to celebrate the Lord’s Day.
Sunday has been called the Lord’s Day because
it was on this day
that Jesus conquered sin and death and rose to new life.
Unfortunately, we are not able to celebrate the Mass today
because we do not have a priest.
Let us be united in the spirit of Christ with
the Church around the world
and celebrate our redemption in Christ’s suffering,
death, and resurrection.
Sign of the Cross
Deacon or lay leader:

❙❚ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
❙❚ Amen.
Greeting

Deacon or lay leader:

❙❚ Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from
the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be God for ever.
❙❚ Blessed be God for ever.
Collect

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading
Responsorial Psalm
Second Reading
Gospel Acclamation
Gospel
Homily or Reflection on the Readings
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Period of Silence
Profession of Faith

[The Nicene Creed can be found on p. 320]

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
 At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary,
all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of the Faithful

Communion Rite
Lord’s Prayer

Deacon or lay leader:

The Father provides us with food for eternal life.
At the Savior’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Deacon or lay leader:

Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.
Communion
Act of Thanksgiving

Concluding Rite

Invitation to Pray for Vocations to the Priesthood
Deacon or lay leader:

Mindful of our Lord’s word, “Ask the Master of the harvest
to send out laborers for the harvest,” let us pray for an
increase of vocations to the priesthood. May our prayer
hasten the day when we will be able to take part in the
celebration of the Holy Eucharist every Sunday.
Blessing
Sign of Peace

Guide to Lectio Divina
Choose a word or phrase of the Scriptures you wish to pray.
It makes no difference which text is chosen, as long as you
have no set goal of “covering” a certain amount of text. The
amount of text covered is in God’s hands, not yours.
Read. Turn to the text and read it slowly, gently. Savor each
portion of the reading, constantly listening for the “still, small
voice” of a word or phrase that somehow says, “I am for you
today.” Do not expect lightning or ecstasies. In lectio divina,
God is teaching us to listen, to seek him in silence. God does
not reach out and grab us but gently invites us ever more
deeply into his presence.
Ponder. Take the word or phrase into yourself. Memorize
it and slowly repeat it to yourself, allowing it to interact with
your inner world of concerns, memories, and ideas. Do not
be afraid of distractions. Memories or thoughts are simply
parts of yourself that, when they rise up during lectio divina,
are asking to be given to God along with the rest of your inner
self. Allow this inner pondering, this rumination, to invite
you into dialogue with God.
Pray. Whether you use words, ideas, or images—or all
three—is not important. Interact with God as you would with
one who you know loves and accepts you. Give to God what
you have discovered during your experience of meditation.
Give to God what you have found within your heart.
It is not necessary to assess the quality of your lectio divina,
as if you were “performing” or seeking some goal. Lectio
divina has no goal other than that of being in the presence
of God by praying the Scriptures.
—Fr. Luke Dysinger
Luke Dysinger, OSB, is a Benedictine monk of Saint Andrew’s
Abbey, Valyermo, California.
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Hymns

We Celebrate the Saints Today

All Saints—am/pm
Familiar Tune: O Radiant Light, O Sun Divine

O Lord, You Died That All Might Live

Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed  /All Souls—am/pm
Familiar Tune: Eternal Father, Strong to Save
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Now Thank We All Our God

Ordinary Time/July Fourth—am/pm

1. Now thank we all our God, with heart, and hands, and
voices, / who wondrous things has done, in whom his
world rejoices: / who from our mother’s arms has blessed
us on our way / with countless gifts of love, and still is
ours today.
2. O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us! /
With ever-joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us: /
and keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed, /
and free us from all ills in this world and the next.
3. All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, /
the Son, and him who reigns with them in highest
heaven, / the one eternal God, whom earth and heav’n
adore; / for thus it was, is now, and shall be, evermore.
Text: Martin Rinkart, 1586–1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.
Music: NUN DANKET, 67 67 66 66, Johann Crüger, 1598–1662.
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Have Mercy on Your People, Lord

Familiar Tune: On Jordan’s Bank

Christ Is Lord, in Glory Reigning

Christ the King—am/pm
Familiar Tune: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
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Light-bearing Christ, Come Down to Us

Advent—am/pm
Familiar Tune: The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns
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Hymns

Daily, Daily Sing to Mary

Marian—am/pm
Familiar Tune: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Queen of Peace, We Greet You

Marian—am/pm
Familiar Tune: On This Day, the First of Days
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O Heart of Mary, Pure and Fair

Marian—am/pm
Familiar Tune: O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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About the Cover
The original Image of Edessa, according to tradition, is a piece
of cloth bearing a miraculous image of the face of Christ. In
the Orthodox tradition, it is known as the Holy Mandylion
(from the Greek word for “towel”) and is revered as a holy
relic and the first “icon.” The original cloth has disappeared
and resurfaced numerous times, reportedly finding its way to
France in the court of King Louis IX in the thirteenth century.
Sadly, it disappeared altogether around the time of the French
Revolution. Nonetheless, iconographers have created countless depictions of the Image of Edessa for centuries.
On the cover this month, Ukrainian iconographer Iryna
Solonynka depicts the face of Christ against a dark background. The face itself is distinct, portrait-like, though there
is an aura—perhaps a double aura—that surrounds it. Might
this be an attempt by the iconographer to portray the divine
origin of the Image of Edessa? The original Mandylion was
said to have been created when Christ pressed his face against
a cloth; thus, the image was considered an acheiropoieton (a
miraculous image, not made by human hands). The flowers
superimposed in front of the face bring a sort of whimsy to
the icon, rendered as they are as simple line drawings. Their
positioning in front of the divine face may also prompt the
viewer to ponder just how the image came to be part of the
cloth itself.
Another interpretation of the Image of Edessa appears in
this issue (p. 64). The icon by Uliana Krekhovets presents the
Holy Face on a more traditional square of cloth. To see more
by these iconographers, visit www.iconart-gallery.com.
—Br. Ælred Senna
Ælred Senna, OSB, is a monk of Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville,
Minnesota, and publisher of Give Us This Day.
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Canticle of Mary (Magnificat)

Luke 1:46-55

M

y soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
the promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen.
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